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PREFACE. 

It may appear a presumptuous at- 
tempt to compress the minute detaUs 
of JosEPHUs, and put them in a form at 
all attractive to the minds of young peo- 
ple. I hope, however, that this is an 
age, when reading for amusement alone 
is gone by, and that I may venture to 
offer a short narrative of interesting 
facts, although unembellished by fiction. 
In giving my youthful readers a few of 
the most striking incidents related in the 
" History of the Jewish War/' by Jose- 
phus, I am aware that L cannot pretend 
to afford them the same amusement they 
have probably gleaned from other his- 
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VI PREFACE. 

tories. There are some things, how- 
ever, new and interesting ; and I may 
venture to promise those who will take 
the trouble of reading my little volume, 
that they will not, when they have finish- 
ed it, think their time has been thrown 
away. I address mysdf to those happy 
children, whose plurents and friends have 
led them to read £3r instruction, as well 
Bs for amusement, and to thihk. and to 
judge of what they read, for themselves. 
To such fortunate young people, my 
best wish is that they may be as happy 
- as my mece Ann6, for ^hom this Utile 
book is intended as a birthday present, 
by her affectionate 

AUNT JANE. 
L(mgfield, June 1822. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

*^ Wbll> my dear Aunt Jane^ how glad 
I am to see yoa, jiist as I was wishing tot 
yon: Mr. Hiudey his not been gone five 
minutes 3 and my sisters have all set out to the 
hill with Mrs. Johnstone ; but Mamma gave 
me leave to stay to thank you for the nice little 
book you sent me for my birth-day." 

This was said by litde Anne, who^ with 
her straw bonnet banging down her bAck^ 
Und a book imder her a^m^ eMne jmopiog 
akmgttle broad gravel walk that led to . th^ 
gate of the grounds. 

<^ But where is your Mamnuh Bty dear 
Atine> shall I find her in the house V* 

^ Oh no^ Aunt 1 Mamma is gone to the gavf 
den to speak to the gardeher, and ihe MM 
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she shopld go ou as far as the Lodge^ to see 
Mrs. Bramah, who is very ill, and she did 
not thmk she should be back till tea-time. 
Oh ! I am so happy, we shall have such a 
nice chat.'* 

*' And how do yoa like your birth-day 
present, Anne ?" said Aunt Jane. 

<' I cannot answer your question yet. 
Aunt, and I will tell you why : yesterday, you 
know^ was my birth-day, and Mamma was 
kind enough to invite my cousins, the little 
Wilinots from the othier house, to come to 
play with us. Mrs. Johnstone gave us a half- 
holiday, and Jos and Tom said they would 
.*ome home early, and play at bide and seek 
vith us. Just after dinner, as we were get- 
ing ready, I received your packet, with your 
very kind note of advice, and the little book 
of Josephus. O ! the drawings are *so pretty, 
and do you know. Aunt, that I began to read 
it, and got so interested in it that I forgot 
what I had been going to do." 

'^ I am sorry to hear that, Anne : I have 
often laughed to hear you called a book- 
worm, but I hope you never will become a 
selfish Uttle girl." 
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** Why, Aunt, that was just what Mamma 
said to me, when she came into the school^ 
room, and found me sitting on a stool in a 
corner reading my dear little book, while 
£liza and Jane were busy putting the desks 
by^ and getting out the battledores, and dis- 
secting maps, and all ready for my cousins.'* 

'^ There is a time for all things, you know, 
my 'dear," said Aunt Jane, ^' as little Kate 
reminded you the other day/' 

" Oh yes, was it not fimay. Aunt, in such 
a little thing ? well, I jumped up from my 
stool as fast as I could, and set to work with 
the others, and I shut my book, and gave it 
to Mamma to keep it for .me ; and so Mamn^ 
was pleased ; and she promised to let m^ stay 
at home to-day, to tell you ail abon^ft^* 

** We will go in doors, Anne, imd sit down^ 
for I have had a long walk ; and, then, if you 
have a mind you may read to me out of your 
new book.'* 

^^ Oh,^ thank you. Aunt, and k>ok here at 

these two hawthorn trees : Sam calls them 

Mount Pleasant, and has put such. a nice 

large seat between them 5 see, it is quite 

32 
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shady, do let us go and sit down there, it will 
be mueb eooler than the drawing-room/^ 

Aunt Jane made np objection; sh^ was 
very partial to her Niece Ann^ and had been 
▼ery kind in giving her books, and leading 
her to improve herself Anne was rather 
dea^ owing to a fever she had had wben a 
child; and, from often being unable to join in 
the games of her sisters and brothers, shi^ 
devoted her spare hours almost entirely U> 
reading. It was a source of great delight to 
her, and her Aunt Jane assisted her, and 
looted forward to the time when she would 
be an agreeable companion to her. •» Anne^s 
sisters and brothers called her a bookworm 
in fuiu but they were often very glad to come 
to herftoi^ve them an historical fact to act, 
when they played at that game; or to tell 
them an amusing story as they were walking 
through the shrubbery, or sitfaug in the 
summer-house on a half-holiday. And Anne, 
who had a very reteDtiye memory, could tell 
a story, now, almost as well as Aunt Jani? 
herself. 

The kind Aunt and her Niece seated them* 
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selves in a sfaady nook of Mount Plea»ant, 
and Anne opened her book. ** FacH from 
Josepkus" *^ Who was Josephus, Aunt ? I 
never heard even his name before/' 
, " Josephus^ my dear^ was a learned Jew, 
who lived about half a century after the time 
.of. our Saviour. His writings have made 
him famous. What you are now. going to 
read to me is tidcen from his history of ^ the 
wars between the Jews and the Romans, and 
it will be interesting to you, because you 
have just finished reading the . historical 
parts of the Bible, to which this forms a 
conclusion." 

" Hdw kind of you. Aunt, always ,to be 
thinking of my improvement i I will try to 
remember all you tell me, and all I read." 

^* I need not remind you, I dare say, Anne, 
that the unhappy Jews were always quarrel- 
ling among one another, and were obl^ed 
to call in the Romans to their assistance 
against each other; and that the Romans 
found it4io difficult task to ccmquer a country 
which was fighting against itself.'^ 

** Here is a map of Palestine^ Aunt, and 
here stands poor Jerti^alem in the vary 
B 3 
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centre* . Now for Josepliiis agaia,*' said 
Anne. 

^' Jofiephus was born at Jierusalem^ and 
when only £>urte«i years oM was thought 
rery cfever^ acderen at that age was famous 
Imp his leaning. It happened, when be was 
about twenty years old, that he made a voyage 
to Uome, to beg for the deliverance of some 
of his fnends, who had been put into prison 
for a very trifling £Milt. When the ship he 
was in got into the Adriatic sea, it was 
wrecked ; and Josephus and many othens 
jBaved thMT lives by swimming all night, till 
at last they were taken up by another vessel. 
Nero, with whose name you ane femiiiar, 
was.then Emperor of Rome; and, by means 
of his wife foppea, Josephus obtained the 
Bbetty.of his friends, and thien returned home 
to Jiadea.'' 

'^ I should like very much to hear what 
Josephus thought of the famous city ^of 
Jlome, Aunt,*' said Anne. 

^' Joeephud was gready struck with all he 
saw, and you wiU find when you begin to 
iread,, diai tMs v^tsit 4>f his to . Rome was of 
the greatest importance to hhn all his life 
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«bmugli« When he rettmied ta Jodaa^. he 
fauBd the Jews angry with die.BcMpums^ and 
ready to begia a war agamst thei^. > Jofse*- 
pbuB took some pains to stop them^ he ^had 
josi been to Home) and seen the power of 
^he people, what good soldiers they wei%^ 
and how obedi^it to their cosunandeos $ axid 
lie thought the Jews would hate faut littla 
ebiMft^ with tbemy and begged them ta 
think of aU these tbing$^ befoi^ they began 
to fight. This advice made the Jews suspect 
that Josephtts was for. the Bjomansr and thai; 
he did not wish weU to his own «onntrypieii ; 
andth^ were so angry wUix bioi that his J^ 
was seyeral times in danger from their fiury..'? 

*^. Pdor Josephus !" satdi^mie^ ^^ did he 
teave these ungrattelul men, then. Aunt ?" 

'^ No, my deiur^ h^ kiusw his duty better; 
he staid and fought with tl^em, and for them, 
and asstetedthem by his advice Kid by his own 
coumg^ till he was taken pris(»ier him»idf. 
But. his adventures and <escap€», which are 
xemf. mimeiMMis^ am all in this little book, 
which we will, if you pJease, begin to read/* 

Ami^ spread htt map open before her, and 
began to read* 
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The landof Judea^ in the midst of which 
is Jerusaiem, is bounded on the north by 
Syria. Antiochus Epiphanes was at this 
time Governor, or King of Syria, and proved 
a most formidable neighbour and enemy to 
the Jews, and it was to defend themselves 
against him that the Jews first called in the 
all-powerful Romans to their assistance. At 
first they only made a league of friendship 
with the Romans, who were already in pos« 
session of several towns in Judea ; but when 
Pompey the Great was the Roman general in 
Asia, he was called upon to decide between 
two brothers, who, shocking to relate, were 
disputing about the kingdom. The names of 
these brothers were Hyrcanus and Artstobu- 
lus. . Hyrcanus was the elder, but Aristobu- 
lus the more powerfijl.. Pompey took the 
part of Hyrcanus, and hastened to besiege 
J^iisalem, in which city Aristobtilus had 
shut himself up. In his way to Jerusalem, 
Pompey passed through a plain near Jericho, 
noted for the balsam trees which grow in it* 
The liquor of this tree is famous for its heal-^ 
ing quality, and the inhabitants, in order to 
get it, cut up the young sprouts with sharp 
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stones, and gather the juice^ which drops 
dowA from the place where the tree was. cat^ 
like so many drops of tears. 
, Pompey soon .made himself master of 
Jerusalem, and took the temple, where som« 
few of the Jews had shut themselves up« 
9ut what distressed the Jews most wad> that 
Pompey entered a part of their temple called 
the Holy Place, ^hich bad never before been 
seen fey strangers, and which nobody but the 
High Priest himself was {^rmkted to enter. 

Peace, however, was -restored hy^neans^ 
Pompey> and from this time the RoBatans were 
mofs powerful in Judea than the Jews them-^ 
selves ; nor could any one of the Jews long 
be king or high prlest,^ unless he was 
on friendly terms, and supported by the 
Romans. 

Thus the poor Jews suffered alike from 
their own countrymen and from strangers* 

Herod the Great, or, as he ought rather 
to be called, the tyrant, began his reign some 
years before the birth of Jesus Christ/' 

^^ Oh, Aunt,'* interrupted Anne, " I am 
sure I remember Herod } he was the cruel 
king of the Jews, who ordered all the little 
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children in Judea to be put to death, when 
Joseph and Mary fled into Egypt, you know, 
to escape with their son." 

*^ It was the very same, my dear 5 go on, 
and you will hear of his many, many cruel* 
ties.'* 

Herod was supported by the Romans, 
who gave him the title of King of Judea, 
and gave him a large army to subdue his 
j countrymen, for he was not their lawful 

I king; this tyranny made him justly hated* 

A stronger Instance of this could not be 
found than in the conduct of the poor man 
in the robber's cave. A number of Jews hid 
themselves in these caves during the war ; 
and Herod made an expedition to subdue 
them. Now these caves were in the preci-< 
pices of craggy mountains, and below them 
wei'e other rocks almost perpendicular, and 
the caves themselves could only be reached by 
narrow winding pi^ths up the rocVs- Herod 
at last thought of a contrivance, dangerous 
enough, but he did not care hazarding bis 
soldier's lives, so long as 4iis pwn was safi^. 
He let some of his bravest men down in 
chests, and set them at the mouths of th$ 
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dens. These men dew the robbers and their 
femilies ; and when they made any resistance 
they sent in fire among them and burned 
them. Herod was witting to save some of 
tliem, and sent them word that if they would 
deliver themselves up to him, they should l>e 
safe^ But so great was their hatred of his 
cfaaraeter, that very few would do so. Tt»re 
was one old man in particular, who had^ 
wUe and seven children with him : his feniity 
were anxious to save tlieir lives, and begged 
of him to allow them to give themselves up 
to Herod. The old man, hot knowing how 
to persuade them to the contrary, Went 
out of tlie cave first ; then, as each of his 
sons came, he slew him, and threw his body 
down the precipice, to prevent him from 
giving himself up to Herod. Herod stood 
at the top of the rock, near enough to see 
Ais ; and even his hard heart was sliocked at 
die dreadfiil scene. He called out to the old 
oaan to spare the rest of his sons, but the old 
ttmn only reproacbed him for his tyranny; 
and Btter he had killed -all his children, and 
his wife, he tlu'ew himself down the precipice 
irfterthem. 



dbyGoogk 



12 WARS OF TUB JBWS. 

Anns. I cannot think how it is^ that be 
should be called Herod theGreat^ Aunt, when 
he was so wicked a man. 

Aunt Janb. He is not the only man, I 
tia soriy to say, Anne, who has sullied his 
conquests by acts of cruelty : good and great 
ought to be the same thing ; but, in history, it 
is not always so. The Romans probably gave 
Herod the title of Great, because, out of gra*- 
titude to them for assisting him to gain the 
throne, he rakied monuments to their fame, by 
^ling towns andbuildings, which he erected> 
by their names. But read on, we shall come 
to it in time; 

Anne read oq* 

Herod employed the time of peace wbicb 
now ensued, in nsbuilding the temple at Je^ 
tttsalem ; be likewise built himself a magni- 
fieent palao^ which he called Antonii^ in 
honour of hb friend Mark Antony, the Ro* 
Wan* In this bouse were two large wd inptt 
bttiUiful apartmeiits ; one of which heiiain#d 
Cttsareum, and the other Agrippium. w 

Ai9N8. Frond Cs^^ and Agrippa, I sUp« 
po^ Aunt? 

Aunt Janb. Yes, my dear. 
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/ He likewise built a temple of white mar- 
ble» near the fountains of the river JordMi. 

Annb. I am tracing: the river Jordan on 
the map with my finger, Amit. 

Not content with these smaller build- 
ings, he erected whole towns in honour of 
Cae^r, aad called tibem Ciesarea* But the 
mo6t usefol thing thi^ he did was in building 
a port, at a place on ike sea-coast called 
StnMx>'8 Tow^, which was very well situated, 
aod cf^ble of great improvements. He built 
it of white stone, and, wt^n completed, it was 
larger tton the Piraeus, the famous port of 
Ath^is. At the entruice of the haven were 
three large cotossal figures, supported by pil- 
lars on each side ; and upon a rising ground in 
the neighbourhood he built a teaaaple, contain- 
iiKg an immense colossal statue of Caesar* He 
l^wise instituted games, in imitation of 
the Olympic g^mee of the Grecians, and 
called th^n Cseswr^e games; tiiese took 
place every five years, and he bims^ gave 
the largest prises to the wintters. Herod was^ 
a famoils hunter, and was particularly skilful 
in shooting at a mark \^€h bows and arrows, 
c 
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* There are few people, however wicked, 
who are not ckver in some things, or who 
have not some good qualities to be admired 
for ; but Herod was cruel, and it was impos- 
sible for him either to be beloved by other 
people, or to be happy himself. He had a 
most beautiful wife, named M ariamne, whom 
he loved extremely ; but M ariamne, in^l^ad 
of returning his affection, justly bated h|m, 
for he had in former times behaved very 
cruelly to some of her nearest relations ; and 
|he was constantly reproaching him with this 
cruelty. At last, when Herod was going 
abroad, he put Mariamne under the care of 
Joseph, his brother-in-law ; and iiMule Joseph 
promise that if any thing happened to him,^ he 
would kill Mariamne, since he could not.bear 
the thoughts of her marrying anyone eke alter 
his death. While he was away, Joseph dis- 
covered this grand secret to her j and when 
Herod came back, and was assurmg her how 
much he loved her, '' Yes, indeed," said she, 
'^ you Stewed your love, when you ordered 
Joseph to kUl we ! ' Herod was terribly 
angry at finding that Joseph had told hi» 
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s^ret, and raged about his palace like a 
inadman. In his fury he ordered Mariamne 
to be put to death immediately. 

Anns. Oh, the wretch ! I hope he rc- 
pented^ Aunt? 

Aunt Jane. No one can be wicked with- 
out sufiering, my dean 

No sooner was he obeyed, and Ma- 
riamne dead, than the tyrant felt all his in- 
fection for her return ; and, though it wi^ 
too late, he called to her and spoke to her a^ 
if she could still hear him ; and for a long 
time he was quite inconsolable. 

The remainder of his life was a. con- 
thiued scene of vexation and misery. He 
behaved most cruelty to two of his sons : and 
another of his sons, whom he had treated 
kindly, spent his life in plotting against his 
&^her, and against all whom his father loved. 
He lived to an old age, being past seventy 
when he died *, hitving, in hits fury, killed all 
the relations whom he had reason to love ; 
and, being hated and feared by all around 
him, he had nobody to cheer imd console 
him when he was ill and dying, 
c 2 
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. Ahnb« Indeed, Ann% I am gladhU reig^ 
ig finished. It gives me no pleasure to read 
of so wicked. and unhappy a character. 

AuKT Janb. Indeed, my dear Amie, I 
should be surprised and sorry if I thought 
you could either be pleased or entertained 
with reading of so much wickedness; we 
mu$t pity such men» and detest their cringes, 
and be most, thankful that we live in times 
when people are better instructed and more 
civilized. 

Anne took up her book^ and again pro* 
ceeded* 

After the death of Herod, Judea was a 
long time in a state of confusion. The Ro- 
mania had almost the sole power, and they 
abused it in every way, and disgraced them« 
selves by indulging in avarice and cruelty to 
a great excess. N^t long after Herod, 
Agrippa was made kiAg of a part of Judea ; 
he was no^ immediate heir to the throne, but 
the Romans had raised, him to power, and at 
the same time had made Florus, a Roman ger 
neral, procurator of the rest of Judea^ 

Florus so far exceeded all former Roman 
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governors in wickedness, diat the poor Jews 
looked npbn them as ev^n virtuous and gen- 
tle when compared with him. His only desire 
seemed to be that of extorting as inuch money 
from the Jews as he could obtam« He woiikl 
allow them to commit every crime, if they 
chose to pay for it. He ^ven gloried in his 
injustice, and had it publicly proclaimed 
throughout the couiitry that he would allow 
any one to torn robber, if he would give him 
a share of the spoils. What most enraged 
the Jews was, that he took the money which 
they set apart for religious uses, and which 
tliey Called the Sacred Treasure. 

This was too much for them to endure. 
They assembled with great clamours, and ran 
to the temple, calling upon the nameof Caesai-, 
and begging him to free them from the ty- 
ranny of this man. Some of the most violent 
aniong them reproached Plbfus for his love 
of money; and, in ridictile of him, carried 
about a basket, begging a trifle of money 
from all who passed for Florus, who was 
very poor and misei*able. Florus, instead of 
feeling ashpmed of his avarice, and humbled 
by such an exposure, marched immediatdy 
c3 
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with his soldiers to the walls of JerusaleBi^ 
and threatened to take the city^ hoping by 
Ae power of the Roman soldiers to force the 
Jews to overlook his ill conduct. And he ob- 
tained his object, for .the people were fright* 
ened } and he entered the city in great state, 
as if he had gained a victory, and sat upon his 
tribunal, ordering every one who had offend- 
ed him to be punished at his pleasure. 

It h^pened about this time that Berenice, 
sister to King Agrippa, came to Jerusalem, 
to perform a vow which she had made to God. 
It was a common thing in those times for 
any one who was afflicted with illness, or who 
was unhappy, to shave the hair oS their 
head, to avoid drinking wine for thirty days, 
and then to offer sacrifices. This was what 
Berenice came to Jerusalem to do : and hearing 
of Florus's*eruel conduct, she went barefooted 
before his tribunal, to entreat him to spare 
the Jews. But Floras not only would not 
listen to her, but threatened her, if she did 
not fly from Jerasalem, immediately, that he 
would make her suffer too. 

'^ I do not wonder. Aunt," |^d Anne, 
whose feding heart was shocked by such 
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cn^tieSy ^t the poor JeHrg were pi^ovoked 
at tke Bomaos for such un&ding conducl, I 
thought the. Romans were reckoned a geoe- 
roust nation^ and I am sure 1 shouM think it 
ftr from generous to conquer people, and 
then to trample upon them, in erexy way." 

" Yew have read, Anne/' §aid Aunt Jane^ 
^'of generpua actions performed by Roman 
men, and I have no doubt y<m could, at tba 
very mom^t, relate many instsemces of their 
noble eonduet. Nor are you mistaken : such 
men as Fk>rus would be despised by the Ra- 
mans themsdves, and be considered a disgrace 
to their country ; and I have no doubt that if 
his conduct had been fully known at Rome, 
it would have been inquired into^ and severe^ 
ly censured ; but remember, my dear, how 
v^y for Judea is from Rome, and how very 
diUcult it must have b^n to have he»rd a true 
accQuiit of these things." 

Anne agreed to the good sense of Aunt 
Jane's remark^ and, though rather reluctant- 
ly, wept on reading. 

The Jtjigh Priests, and superiors of Uie 
Jews, W€f^ a^fraid that the common people^ 
w^o )ver^ so justly provoked af the Romans, 
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would be inclined to make war against them 
immediately^ and they, being better acqaaint-r 
cd with the great strength of the Romans^ and 
with the small chance that Jews would have 
against them, tried every means to pacify 
- their countrymen. The priests brought out 
the holy vessels and ornaments, and entreated 
the people not to provoke the Romans to rob 
them of those sacred treasures. The harper? 
and singers of hymns, too, presented them- 
selves ; and even the High Priests sprinkled 
dust upon their heads, and begged them to 
avoid giving oflFence to the Romans. 

These persuasions had a good effect upon 
the people for a time, much to the disap- 
pointment of Florus, who wished to engage 
the Jews in a war with the Romans, in order 
that he might, while they were fighting, make 
himself master of their gold and silver ves- 
sels, and all their money, which was the only 
thing he cared for. 

For a time Florus was obliged to be quiet : 
for when King Agrippa returned from Egypt, 
and some of the most powerful Jews came to 
congratulate him upon his return lipme, and 
to pay their respects to him, they began to 
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hme^t tbeir own b«rd faie^ and the caluni^ 
ties Uiey had. sufffired dnriiag bis abseii/^ 
from the ^ann; imd ararice of Florua. 
Tbough.Agrippa was sorry for the suffisrlngs 
of the Jewsj he was a Roman himself^ and did 
not like to believe all they said about Fhuiis; 
nor would he consent to their wish of sending 
ambassadors to the Emperor Nero to comi- 
plain of FJorus* Hesummoned all die Jews 
into a large gallery, and, placed his sister 
Berenice in a ccmspicuous place, where shf 
might be.seen by all the people, and addressed 
them to the jfoUowing purpose ;*-'^ I p^oeive^ 
my firiencte, ,tbat some among you are anxions 
to go to war with my countrymen, the Rot 
manst Ah! poor yo^mg.mw, you are inex- 
perienced and blmd: you know not the evils 
you wis^i to bring down upon yourselves; 
Little do you know the people you. are gmng 
to figblt agaifost. Who has ever be^i able to 
withstand their power.? If the. great king^ 
domsRomenow.counts asher slaves cannot 
make themselves free, can you, divided as 
you are .among yourselves, .without a^^s and 
without . expari^ice, ever hope to free your- 
selves from her yoke? What friends have 
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you to fight with you? Look at every 
country by which your own is suriH>uDded^ is 
it not like your own, subject to our domi- 
nion ? Wise men go to war with some hope of 
•uccess, even if it is but a poor one ; but you; 
my Mends, have no hope. Is it not best then 
to pause before you run into such danger ? 
Look at yoiw wives, your little children ; 
they are now safe : spare them I entreat you, 
while it is yet in your power.'* When Agrip* 
pa had said this, both himself and his sister 
burst into teiu*s, while all the answer the peo* 
pie made was, ^^ It is not the Romans 1 it is 
Florus only 1 oiu* enemy Florus, whom we 
wish to fight against." 

/* It is my opinion. Aunt,** said Anne, 
'^ that Agrippa might have been very wise, 
but that he was not very feeling : for as the 
Jews had really suffered so much from Florus, 
he ought rather to have punished him than 
have blamed the Jews." 

** It was intended, my dear," replied Aunt 
Jane, " to calm the feelings of the angry 
Jews, but I much fear it would answer that 
purpose for a time only; however that 
may be, we must leave them to themselves 
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for to-iijght> for I see your Mamma coming 
bome^ and I must go in and speak to her 
before I return to Longfield. Remember 
what we have read, my dear, and if your 
Mamma and Mrs. Johnstone can spare you, 
you shall come and spend a few days with us 
at Longfield next week." 

^' Oh, thank you, thank you, dearest Aunt 
Jape !" said Ann<B,. who was now half way 
down the hill, rumiing to meet her sisters, 
who with their governess were just coming, 
Uirougb the green gate, home from their walk* 
They were loaded with roots, of blue-bells 
^d primroses, and were getting on, as fast as 
Mrs. Johnstone would let them, to plant these 
roots in their little gardens. 

^^ Look here, Anne," said Sarah, an active 
girl, a year older than Anne, ^^ guess what 
roots these are ? only look what long stalks 
the flowers have ! I have broken my knife im 
digging them out of the.ground. I assure you 
they are very rare, and no one besides Fanny 
and me have been able to get one up. See 
w>at you have lost by not going with us to- 
day." 

^VOb«. nonsense, Sarah: I am sur^ Aunt 
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Jane would nay I had done very wisely, in 
staying at home to read my little book. But-^do 
tell me, Sarah, what the name is of that pret-^ 
ty flower ? and the leaf is spotted with brown : 
bow very curious !" 

** It is an Orchis, Anne," said Fanny, ** and, 
curious as it is, it is nothing to what I saw 
when I was in the Isle Of Wight last summer : 
I saw what they call a bee-ophrys, and a 
butterfly-orchis; the plants resemble this 
common orehis, but the flowers are so much 
like the bee and the butterfly, that I realty 
thought they were perching upon the plant 5 
and it was a long time before I could venture 
to gather the bee-ophrys, for fear of being 
stung." 

The whole group now pressed eagerly 
forward to the gardens which their Papa 
had given them when they went to live at the 
great house, as it was called. These consisted 
of a squar^e piece of aground, divided into 
borders, and sheltered on one side by a yew 
hedge, on another by the high wall of the 
kitchen garden, and on another by a lattice- 
wwk, behind which were creeping neat rasp- 
berry bushes. On the other side was a mound 
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of earth and stones for rook plants^ but net 
belonging particularly to any of the children, 
it was rather neglected. You might see, too, 
numerous overspreading dandelioi^onsomeof 
the borders, and our friend Anne's, I fear, was 
not so free from these troublesome weeds as 
same of her l^s studious, but more active 
sisters^ In their gardens, we will leave the 
happy party, who afterwards walked home 
ii^ merry groups^ planning new excnrsioos 
in quest of flowers for the -next day, if 
tbey could, win ovar Mrs. Johnstone to their 
w^bes. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Thb following day Anne's Mamma told ber 
that she was to go and spend a few days at 
Longfield, the residence of her Aunts \ and 
tkBt her sister Fanny was to aceompany her> 
to help her Aunt Mary to finish a rug she 
was working. Anne's pleasure was oomptete 
when she saw Billy and the gig arrive at the 
door; and they were soon driven through the 
lanes, to the pretty cottage of their Aunts : 
and, not long after, the whole party were 
seated at a spacious bow window looking 
into the garden. Aunt Mary and Fanny had 
the rug spread between them, and were 
busy at work. Aunt Jane, with her knittings 
was ready to overloc^ Anne and her book ; 
and Anne, as h^py a$ needs be, began again 
to read. 

The distressed Jews saw that, if ; Flonw 
were left unpunished, there was Utile hof^ 
that their sufferings would be removed; and 
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^ though for a time Agrippa's good adrice bad 

some effect upon them^ yet, they soon forgot all 
but their angeragainstFlorus and the Romans. 

Avery brave Roman general, named Cestius, 
was sent against them ; but he was defeated 
several times, aod, at last, was forced to run 
away. The Jews were in very good spirits 
at this success^ and cmme back^ running and 
singing, to Jerusalem. Some of the more 
powerful, however, who did not wish for 
war, left Jerusalem and joined the Romans: 
andCestiiis sent ambassadors to Naro, to 
teU hkn of his defeat, and of the distress he 
was in ; the blame of whieh, he said, ought 
to be laid upon Florus, who had provoked 
the Jews tp the war. 

In the mean time the Jews set to work 
to fortify Jerusalem, and to prepare them* 
selves, in eari^st, for war. They appointed a 
great many generals. Two of the priests, 
Jose{^ aiid Ananus, were fixed upon to 
govern the itfairs of the city ; and they were 
t4b directed to repair the walls. 

.^^-I'etch the ^great Aites, Fmrny," said 
AhuU Jiuie, '^^ and spread tmt the map of 
Fakstiueb^nre us on the table." 
D 2 
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Fanny did as she was desired, and Anne 
began again to read. 

Jesus and Eleazar were chosen generals 
of Idumea. 

Fanny looked for Idumea, eager to give 
the first account of its situation. 

Fanny. Idumea, Aunt, is a large country 
to the south of the Holy Land, lying between 
that and Arabia : it is likewise called Edom, 
I see, upon the map. 

Joseph was sent to govern Jericho. 

Fanny. Jericho is a city on the very 
northern point of the Dead Sea t it is on the 
western side of it, too* 

Mannasseh to Perea, and John was made 
governor of Thamna, Lydda, Joppa, and 
Enimaus* 

^^ How familiar are those names to me !^^ 
said Fanny to herself, as she sought through 
the map for them. 

Fanny. Joppa is a city on the sea-shore, 
rather to the south of the Holy Land ; Perea 
is a country to the north of the Dead Sea, and 
east of the river Jordan. Lydda and Emmaus 
are two cities near to each other, and not far 
from Joppa; andastoThamna, leannotfind itw 
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Josephtis, the san of Matdrias, had both 
thcf Gafilees to goi^era. 'Gamahi^ also, the 
strongest city of those parts, was put into 
his hands. ^ ^* 

** Ah, Aunt," said Anne, ** at last we 
bare met with Jotefibai^, tb^ i^ter of this 
bocflc;'! wonder how we shall like him; I 
hope he is brave/* 

*^ Have patience, my little historian, and 
readon." 

AUthese commanders exerted themselves 
eheerftilly to perfortaa' ' their duty. As to 
Josephus, the first tiling he did, when he 
came into Galilee^ was to try to gain the 
aififectioh of the people. He began, with 
prudence, by ^viding his power with soitae of 
the great men of the country; he chose 
seventy t>f the oldest among them as gover- 
nors, withhhnself, over all Galilee, and seven 
judges for every city, to settle disputes and to 
hear complaints. 

He did iiQt, however, neglect to pre- 
pare the country for defenlse : he built walls 
round most of the latest cities. Two of the 
cities he thought wealthy enough to provide 
their own walls, but all the "others he saw to 
D 3 
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hhnselfy and was present and ready to give 
assistance with his own hands. He like- 
wise collected an army of 100,000 men, and 
armed them all with old weapons, which he 
had collected together and prepared for use. 

In his youth Josephus had vbited Rome^ and 
made a great many observations; and he had 
discovered that the Romans owed a good li^aA 
of their success to their quickness in obeying 
orders, and the constant exercise of their arms. 
He divided his army into a great many part6> 
and put ofllcers over all theseparts. He taught 
them to give signab to eacbother by trumpets^ 
as he bad seen the Romans do. 

He took a good deal of pains to d^cribe 
the Romans to them, who by courage and 
strength had conquered the whole world: 
and, above all he begged them t<> leave off 
the orinaes they had been in the habk of 
indulging in, such as robbery and deceits 

He fixed, likewise, that half of thaacmy 
should always be ready to &s^9 imd the 
other half i^oukl employ themselves, in 
cultivating the ground, that there should be 
no &mkie x>t distress among them. 

'^ Well done, Josephus^" said Aunt Mary, 
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laying aasode her q>ectaeles for a few minutes ; 
^^ be was not idle^ howerer; I declare I am 
quite anicious to hear how bis eadeavours 
succeeded. I fear he will find tbi^ the Jews 
are too jealous of the Romans^ to imitate 
them in so many things/^ 

*^ Poor Jews V smd Aunt Jane, ^^ they have 
enough to suffer^ without adding to it by 
their own folly, — Read on> Anne." 

There was another man in Galilee who 
was as active as Jos^^us, though for a very 
iWereoi purpose* This man was John^ a 
native of Gisehala, a ^y of Galilee. At 
first he was very poor. He thought it. no 
crime to deceive the people, and evea his 
dearest IHeiids. He pretended, to be very 
hfumane, but whenever he could get any thing 
bjr il^ he did not care how much other people 
suffered. He had a particular knack at 
thieving ; and by his acts and his pretended 
' goodness, he had induced a great many other 
. men to join him in his wickedness* He had 
not long to wait for an opportunity o( getting 
aooneyu Josephus was pleased with his 
activity, and entritsted him with the care of 
^rqiairiiig^be walls of his native city, Gischala. 



d by Google 



32 WARS OF THB JEWS. 

By this work be got a great deal of money 
from the rich citizens ; and with this money, 
which Josephus had enabled him to gain^ 
his only thought was how to ruin Josephu^^ 
and to be made governor of Galilee himself. 
He desired his fellow robbers to watch for 
Josephus^ and to take him prisoner if they 
could; or, else, to see if there were any other 
robbers about^ that he might accuse Josephus 
of carelessness in his government. 

An opportunity soon occurred of raising a 
great clamour against Josephus. A party of 
young men, ,who guarded the plains, met with 
Agrippa's steward, and robbed him of a num- 
ber of silver cups which he was carrying with 
him, as well as six hundred pieces of^old, and 
some very costly suits of clothes. The young 
men brought these spoils to Josephus, hoping 
that, at least, they should come in for a part 
of them. But Josephus blamed them for the 
robbery, and sent the spoils to a friend of his 
to take care of till he could restore them to 
their owners. The young men were very 
angry at Josephus, for refusing them a part 
of what they had stolen ; aiid ran to their 
villages, telling every one as they passed that 
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Josepbus was going to betray tbem. Jobn 
joined in tbe outcry, and tbe people were so 
irritated^ tbat in tbe morning an immense 
number assembled in tbe market-place at 
Taricbeae, calling outuponbim as if be were 
a traitor. Tbe friends and guards of Josepbus 
were so frightened, tbat all but four of tbem 
ran away. Tbese four came and awakened 
him just as tbe people were going to set fire 
to his house ; but be would not be persuaded 
by tbem to make his escape. He leaped out 
of tbe window, and shewed himself to his 
enemies with his clothes rent, and ashes 
sprinkled on bis head. Some pitied bis sad 
condition, and others reproached him. At 
last they allowed him to speak, and then he 
told tbem, that he neither meant to keep the 
money for himself, nor to send it back to 
Agrippa, but he intended to reserve it to build 
a wall round Taricbeae, which was very miicb 
wanted ; and tbat be bad kept tbe gold and 
silver privately, because be was afraid of the 
inhabitants of Tiberias taking it^ but tbat, 
if tbe people wished, be was ready to restore 
ft to them immediately. 
Tbe people of Taricbeae loudly approved of 
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what he said. But the inhabitants of Tiberias 
called him names ; and^ when Josephus re- 
turned to his own house^ they followed him 
and threatened him. Josephus, however, 
had another stratagenv ready for them: he 
mounted the top of his house, and told them 
that if they would send their leaders to him, 
he would comply with their demands. So 
the leaders went into the house ; and Josephim 
went down, and led them into the most 
private rooms, and ordered his servants to 
give them a good whipping. The other 
people, wondering what coiild detain their 
leaders so long, were at last let in, and were 
so frightened at seeing the punishment of 
their leaders, that they all threw down their 
arms and ran away. 

^^ Truly, a rather barbarous way of punish-^ 
ing them," said Aunt Mu>y, ^^ but I doubt 
if they did not deserve it/' 

** I wonder," said Anne, *' if poor Jo* 

sephus will get any rest now ? If I were him 

. I would run away to Rome, and not stay with 

such ungrateful .people, always suspecting 

and abusing him." 

John was much vexed at tins escape of Jo- 
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sepLus^ and be formed a fresh plot agliinst 
bim. He wrote a letter to Josepbus, and 
told bim tbat lie was very ill ; and begged 
Josepbus to give bim leave to make use of 
tbe warm baths at Tiberias. Josepbus, who 
did not at all suspect John of being bin 
enemy^ wrote to tbe governors of the city^ 
and desired they would provide a lodging 
and every thing comfortable for John. Tbe 
first thing the treacherous John did was to 
seduce tbe people, and persuade them to re- 
volt from Josepbus. 

Silas, the governor, sent Josepfaus word of 
this, and he travelled all night, and came 
early in the morning to Tiberias. He col- 
lected tbe people together in the public ball, 
intending to make a speech to them : but the 
ball was presently surrounded 4)y armed men, 
sent by John to kill him, so that be had only 
time to escape to the haven, where he jumped 
into a sh*ip with two of his guards, and sailed 
into the midst of tbe lake*. 

His friends were anxious to revenge bis 
cause, and took up arms against Jolm ; but 
Josepbus, after thanking them for their good^ 
will, assured them tbat be hoped to vanquM 



dbyGoogk 



i. 



38 Wars of tbe jsw$. 

bis foes by pru^nt conduct, and not by ighl« 
ing them. 

The city of Tiberias, likewise, Revolted to 
^e R(»nan«^ Josepbns heard this news wheii 
be was at Tarichese; and, as he had sent all bfe 
soldiers out to fetch in the corn, he conld not 
march against them : he determined, there* 
fore, to have recourse to a stratagem. 

He got together all the ships that were 
opon the lake^ as many^is two hundred and 
thirty, and in each of them he put only four fir^ 
sailors. He then sailed qnickly to Tiberias, 
and kept at soch a distance from the city 
thst the people could not easily distinguish 
them* The empty ves^ls he caused to float 
at a di^ance, and bis own ship, with seven 
unarmed guards in it, went near enough to 
be seen* Whin the dtKcns saw him from 
the walls, tbe]^ fancied att the ships were 
filled with armed men, and were so astoni^ 
ed, that they threw down their arms; and 
bilged him to spare the city. 

JosepbusT^uroached them with their great 
ingratitude to him, asd told them they ought 
to be ashamed of wasting their time in qnmr* 
relUi^ among ^emselves^ when they had 
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mi6€m})\fid to £ght ugaioflt the Bomaiii. He 
desired them, bomneTer, to send ten of the 
principal ineit of Tiberias to treat with him ; 
and then he s^it far fifty more, and, wl^en be 
bad got them all in a ship, he denred bis 
4?aikirs to carry them off to Taricbe«e and pot 
Ihem in prison* 

The peo|de Insisted that a man of the name 
of Clitos had led tliem on to xevolt, and Jo^ 
tepbtts sffiitto da&ire that Clitus n)i^t .batB 
l$o& his hands cut off. Clitus, seeing haw 
angry Josephus.was, cried osat to him,' that 
if he wonld spare iiim one of his hands^'he 
trould 4!ttt the other off bimself* Joseplius 
agx«ed to, tbia condition, bx^ Ciitus drew bis 
sword, and with bis right faimd %tit off his 
left. 

Josephus, by his spirit and firmness, qniet* 
ed die tumults for the present ; ^ad the peorple 
1^ off fighting one another,, that tbey wight 
go on with spirit against l^e Romans. ; 

When tbe Bmper^or N«*o was. made. ac<* 
quakited with ail that was goiog^ on in Judea, 
the de£^ of Cestios and Us othor. generals | 
aad was uM of the walb which the Jewi w«re 
ImiklkigTmmd their towns^ hewas seised wiA 
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a gre^t fright. Not that he shewed it ; for, ^ 
usual, be pretended to storm and be very an- 
gry, and said that the defeat was owing to the 
negligence of bis own generals. ; 

Although lie pretended to despise sQch 
enemies, yet in reality be was very uneasy, 
and be thought who be could fix upon to 
send among them. He cast his eyes upon 
Vespasian, who bad lived from his very youth 
in a camp, and was beloved by his soldiers : 
he had commanded in almost every country 
that belonged to the Romans^ 

** Oh 1" cried Anne, laying do\wi her bookt 
^* how delighted I am that we are coming 
to some one, good, and brave, and generous ! 
No wonder Josephus, who saw so much of 
the wickedness of his countrymen, admired 
Uie Romans." 

'^ You forget, Anne," said Aunt Jane, 
<^ that we have had one instance that did not 
not quite come up to our ideas of Roman 
genecosltj\ I agree, with you, that Josepbus 
bad much r^ison to regret the foolish con- 
duct of the Jews, and their crimes, whkb 
brought his counUy to such distress z but we 
ought not to forget tbat the Romans were 
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merely ambitious of power, ai^ that tbey 
fought to add another kingdom to their own ^ 
while tl^ poor Jews, though ignorant of the 
art of war, and misled^ yet were fighting for 
their freedom/' 

' ^ Ob, true. Aunt, I ought not to forget 
that; for how interested I was in reading 
about the poor Swiss, who, under WilHam 
Tell, so bravely made themselves free ! How-^ 
ever, I will not interrupt you any more^ 
Aunt, for my remarks, I own, are not always 
worth hearing, though you are very good 
for having so much patience with me/' 
' Vespasian was at this time at Antioch^ 
with4iis army. 

^' Look for Antiooh on the map, my dear 
Anne,'' said Aunt Jane ;^^ it is a city of no 
lit^e consequence, for the Romans reckoned 
itat that time the third largest city in their 
very extensive empire." 

^^ Here it is," said Anne, putting her 
finger on the map. ^^ But, Aunt, which are the 
two larger cities ? Rome, I suppose, is one." 

*^ Yes, Rome is one, and Alexandria was 
the other." 

^^ That is in Egypt/' said Anne> turning to 
s2 
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another leaf of ker Atlas, and pointing U> ic«. 
** Here it is !'* and she went on readitig« 

Vespasian marched his soldiers to Plole»> 
maisy where they were B^t by the citizens 
of Sepphoris^ who wished to remoin in peM^ 
with the Romans, and who intreated Agrif^pa 
to assist them in defending thehr city. Sep* 
phoris was the largest city of Galilee, amt 
a place of such importance to the Rt>- 
mans^ that Tespasian undertook to provide 
Roman soldiers to assist the inhabitants to 
keep it. 

Galilee is divided into two parts, Upper 
Galilee and Lower Galilee. 

^^ Here they are,'* said Fanny ; *' and may 
I teM yon, Aiint, how they are bounded V^ 

" You may, my dear,** said Aunt Jane. 

Fannv. Galilee is bounded on the north 
by the mountains of Lebanon^ on the south 
by Samaria, on the west by Phoenicia, and 
on the east by Itnrea. 

Atnrr Janb. Thank you, Fanny ; and now^ 
Anne, go on. 

These two GaKIees had been always so 
surrounded by foreign enemies, that ihtif 
inhabitants were trained to war from their 
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early youth, and were famous for their c<hi-- 
rage. The soil is very rich, and tlie inha- 
bitants cultivate it with great industry. The 
cities were very numerous^ and the little^ 
villages lay so thick between^ that the ia-. 
habitants were very plentiful. 

The country of Perea was more of a de- 
sert than Galilee^ but a small part of it 
being cultivated ; yet it produced most kinds 
of fruity 'and olives^ vines^ and palm-trees 
might be seen growing in its plains. It was 
watered by torrents falling from the moun- 
tains, and by springs, which never failed to 
flow, even when the heat of summer caused 
the torrents to stop. 

Aunt Jank. You remember, Anne, where 
Perea is? 

Anne. Yes, Aunt, I can find it in a mi- 
nute, if Fanny will turn the map to me. 

She found it, and went on reading. 

Samaria lay between Judea and Galilee, 
and was full of Bills and valleys.. It bad 
abundance of trees, and abounded in autum- 
nal fruits, both wild and cultivated. It was 
watered chiefly by rain water, which was 
very sweet, and the grass was so fine that 
ci 3 
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the cattle yielded more milk than those of 
any neighbouring country. 

On the northern boundary of Judea lay 
a village called Amtath : the southern parts 
of Judea were bounded by a village adjoin- 
ing the confines of Arabia. Its breadth ex- 
tended from the river Jordan to Joppa. 

Jerusalem itself was in the very middle of 
Judea^ and was eaDed the royal city. 

Vespasian sent » body of men to assist 
the inhabitants of Sepphoris. They were 
commanded by Plactdus the Tribune 5 they 
pitched their eamp in two bodies on the 
plain, the foot to guard the city, and the 
horse the camp. These horsemen kept over- 
running the country, and they plundered the 
enemy by night and by day,, stealing the 
cattle,^ and taking the weaker people pri^ 
soners. The only refuge the Jews had was 
to retire to the cities thiU; Josephus had 
wisely surrounded by waUs. 

Titus,^ who was son to Vespai^an, and wlo 
had already distingiushed himself by hb 
acts of valour^ come^ as soon as he possibly 
eoald, from- Alexandria, and brought bis 
bray t legions to join his fother at Ptolemais ; 
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the King of Arabia likewise sent some soi^ 
diets, so that the whofe army aasemblert 
tmder Vespmelan amouBtcd to sixty thousand 
men. 

Besides these were the servants, who 
followed in great numbers, and who were 
taught the art of fighting, so that they were 
of as much use ta their maisters In times 
ef war as in times of peace. 

** A very v?ise regulation,'* said Aunt 
Mary. ^^ I cannot but admire the RomUm^ 
for it. How miieh better than carrying about 
with them a traini of useless beings, such ad 
we read of in the wars of the Peri^ians! 
But go on, Anne t I dare say Josephus wilt 
save us the trouble of adiniring the wlsdotii 
and prodence of the Romans.*' 

The Romans from their ii^ncy were ac* 
customed to the Use of arms y warlike ex-* 
erdses were thieir daily practice, so that it 
must be confessed that the success of the 
Romans was as much owing to their own 
Talour as to good fortune. The first thing 
they did when they went into an enemy's 
country was to build a wall round their 
<;amp, so that they might have nofea^of befng 
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surprised. Towers were built at equal dis-: 
tances about this wall, and between the^e 
towers stood engines ready for throwing 
arrows and darts, and for slinging stones, to 
annoy the enemy if they approached too near. 
They made four large gates in the wall, to let 
in the beasts; and they divided the camp with- 
in into streets, the commanders* tents being in 
the middle of the streets ; and the generars 
own . tent, which was made something like 
a temple, they placed in the midst of all : 
so that the camp looked like a city built all 
at once, with a market-place in its centre: 
Their times for sleeping, and watching, and 
rising, were made known by the sound of 
trumpets. Every thing was done by a sig- 
nal: when they were to leave their camp 
to fight the trumpets sounded, and they took 
down their tents; the trumpets sounded 
again for them to march, and they all laid 
theii! baggage on their mules, set fire to their 
camp, and were ready to start 

*^ Dear Aunt," said Anne, ^' I wonder 
they should set fire to their camp ! they 
might want it again." 

*' X have no doubt they were afraid of its 



d by Google 



WARS OF THH JfiWft. 45 

being useful to the enemy tf Ihey j^oved vie* 
torious, and they could easilymake themselv^es 
a new one when they wanted it," said Aunt 
JaM. 

The trutt^>et then guve » third sounc^ 
that none of the lazy ones shpuld be missing, 
and the crier stood at the generars right 
band, a«d asked them three times if they 
lyere all ready u> go out to war. To wbkh 
they answeried in a loud and cheerful voice, 
** We are ready!'* They scarcely waited to 
hear the qtiestion asked ; thcfy were all eager 
to go on, and they held up their right hands 
as they cried out. 

After this they mai^^faed on without noise; 
The footmen were armed with breastplates 
and head-pieces, and bad a sword on each 
side. Those which were chosen to be about 
the general^s own person had a hmce Und a 
buckler ; the rest of the foot soldiers had a 
spear and a long buckler, besides a saw and 
a basket, a pick-axe and an axe, a thong of 
leather and a hook, with proTisions for three 
daya. The horse soldiers bad a long sword 
on their right sides, and a pole in their hand ; 
a shield lay across their horses, with three 
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or four darts borne in tbcir quiver; they 
had also head-pieces and breast-plates^ like 
the foot. 

All their moveinents were well planned 
hefore«hand, so that they seldom made mis- 
takes. Not only soldiers who ran away, but 
those likewise who gave way to sloth and 
inactivity, were punished witli death. But 
though, the generals were severe, yet they 
took great delight in rewarding the brave, 
and they were obeyed by the^ men with wiU 
Hngiie$s, in peace ^s well as in war. 

" It must be a comfort,'* said Aunt Mary, 
^* to all who are conquered, to believe that their 
enemies deserve the victory ; and perhaps it 
was some feeling of this kind that made Jose- 
phus dwell on the rules and military skill of 
his adversaries. His poor countrymen, wirh- 
put method or discipline, and always quarrel-' 
ling among each other, had a very poot 
chance indeed with these hardy Romans !" 

. " But come, I must summon you to din- 
ner, I see. Anne can you bear to leave 
these famous fellows, and the poor afflicted, 
but no less interesting Jews, for one short 
hour ?'' 
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Anne did bear it, for she had read herself 
right hungry, and up she jumped, and pot- 
ting a little plaiti|)g of silk into her book, for 
a time she forgot Josephus, Romans and all. 
A&er . dinner, Aunt Jane, who was no less 
skilful a^ a housekeeper than as an historian, 
and. perhaps no less valued by her nieces and 
nepliews for her jars of gingerbread, than 
for her stories of the Greeks and Romans, 
summoned all the group to stroll in the 
garden, where, after providing them with 
earthen jars, scissars, and gloves to protect 
their hands from thorns^ she set them to work 
to gather her raspberries for preservingr 

Many a joke and many a riddle passed, for 
the good old Aunts were never so pleased as 
when they saw their young people merry 
around them ; and, as yet, they considered 
them too young to profit by the wholesome 
advice, which, when they were older, they 
thought it right to give them. 

When the raspberries were gathered, they 
all strolled into a field behind the house, at 
the bottom of which was a rude but tempt- 
ing seat. Two large oaks shaded it on each 
side, through the branches of which they 
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could see at a distance the fine old woods of 
Trentham, 

Anne^ with unceaamg spirits, was having 
all manner of jokes with Aunt Jane ; while' 
Fanny, ever amdoits to improve her mind^ 
and store it %vith usefiU knowledge, was 
hunting all about the diteh for wild flower 
which shebrougfat to Aunt Mary, who heM 
in her hand a microscope^ through which 
Fanny looked with wonder and delight, at the 
immense size of what she thought the timy 
parts of her flowers. . 
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Ters scorehhig rays of the afternoon sun 
hf degrees made their way between the dnek 
foliage of the two oaks whieh shaded tbe 
seat at the bottom of the field $ and the little 
party were glad to return to the house, and- 
i^in established themselves in their comfort^ 
able nook in the bow^ window, at their diffi^r- 
ent employments. Anne spread out the Atlas 
before her, and resumed her readlhg. 

Placidus, the Roman General, who had 
the command of the army in Galilee, so<m 
found that nothing couM be done as long as 
the enemy bad their towns surrounded by 
strong walls to retire to« Vespasian, there- 
fore, whoi with his son Titus, had been 
some time at Ptolemais, determined to bring 
his army up to his assistance. 

He put his army into the uimal order 
to march. First came the light-armed men 
and ardben, whose paart it was to search the 
I* 
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woods, and watcb for fear of sudden insults 
from the enemy. Next to these followed the 
heavy-armed tiroops y then ten out of every 
hundred, with all the instruments necessary 
to measure out a camp; next those whose 
part it was to make the road smooth, and to 
cut down the woods,^ that the army mig^t 
neither be tired or hindered : and behind these 
were the carriages of the commanders, guard- , 
ed by horsemen. After the horsemen marcl^ed 
Vespasian himself^ with a select body of foot 
and horse, and pikemen. Then a body of 
chosen cavalry ; theju the mules carrying the 
engines for besieging towns. After these 
came the commanders of tlie cohorts, then 
the ensigns surrounding the eagle, which the 
Romans considered as the king of birds. The 
ti*umpeters followed this sacred bird ; aiid the 
main army marched afterwards, followed by 
the servants and the. mercenaries. , 

Vespasian marched his army, in this order, 
till he came to the plains of Galilee, where 
he halted. He restrained the impatience of 
hissoldi^^ to fight, in order that tjlie Jews 
mi^t I^kve.a ;fifU view of bis ^my^ and be 
frighlem^ into repentance: and, indeed, thi^ 
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was the case with a great many; and Josephus 
found himself likely to be deserted by his 
army. He, therefore, took what soldiers still 
remained faithfiil to him, and fled to the city 
of Tiberias. 

The city of Gadara, was the first that 
was conquered by Vespasian, who shewed 
some cruelty after his victory ; for he put to 
death all the young men, and set fire to the 
city itself, and to all the villas round it, 
making their inhabitants prisoners. 

In the mean time the arrival of Josephus 

ift Tiberias had filled the Jews with fear : 

for they were sure that he would nevei* have 

' run away, if he had not despaired of success. 

Josephus did indeed despair of success ; 
and though he knew he could have obtained 
a pardon for himself from the Romans, yet 
he bravely resolved never to betray his coun- 
try, nor to desert those whom he had under 
his command. He wrote to the principal men 
at Jerusalem, telling them of the sad state 
of affairs in Galilee ; and desired them to let 
him know if they wished him to make peac« : 
for if they did not wish for peace, they mu«t 
ieqd an army to aflsist him. 
F 2 
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After be had done this, Josephus threw 
himself into Jotapata, which was the next 
city attacked by the Romans. 
* His arrival there restored the drooping 
spirits of the Jews. Nor was Vespasian 
himself less pleased, when he heard the news : 
for be fdt sure of taking Jotapata, and he 
thought, too, that if onee so great a geneml as 
JosephuB werehis prisoner^be should not have 
much trouble in conquering the other Jews. 
He first sent Placidus with a body of men to 
surround the eity, that Josephus might not 
escape ; and, the next day, he took bis wbo4e 
army, aiid> by mardiing till late in the, even- 
ing, MTlved at Jotapata. He pitched his camp 
on a snuiH bill, on the northern nde of 
Jotapata; and the sight of his huge army 
filled the Jews with such terror, that none of 
them durst stir beyond the watts* 

The next day the Romans made their 
assault; and were opposed by the Jews #bo 
had stationed themselves m front of tike 
wall. Vespasian placed himsdf and his foot 
scddiers upon a little acclivity near, from 
which he might eadly enter the city, wMle 
be sent the archers and dingers to prepare 
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Ifce way for him. Josephus seeing the danger 
the eity was m, leaped from the walls with 
M the soldiers^ and fell upon the Roman 
army^ driving them away from the wall^ and 
perfortning a great many hrave deeds. Both 
parties fought boldly ; the Jews for the love 
of their country^ and the Romans from a 
sense of shame ; but night came^ and they 
were obliged to retire. For five days jsucces- 
sively the Romans made an assault, and were 
repulsed. 

^ I can never read o( war without shudder- 
ing/* said Aunt Jane. ^^What a state of terror 
must the poor women have been in atl .this 
time, seeing their relations kMledand wounded 
about them, without being able to assist 
themselves or others I" 

^^ And the did men^ Aunt ! I do not think 
their situation could be very enviable/' said 
the considerate Fanny: ^^they must have 
been wishing to be young again.'' 

Anne went on reading. 

The city of Jotapata was accessible only on 
the northern side. It was built on a rocky moun- 
tain, and was surrounded, on every other side, 
by valleys immensely steep and deep, so that 
F 3 
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fbose wh^ looked iQwn Sf^om Jlt wei^ m^ 
gid^y bf the b^%|^t. Xhls «|owlaki Jq«0- 
phus had suiurouad^ hf ^ widl^ &o that Ib^ 
pj(tuatioi;i,of jQiapata w»s ffefsj 9iffm^ 

V^spasiattro^iUed a^oomoHf^ wai;, lo go»- 
<irit. J)«i|r tlj^ Qould bMst overcome tlM^ 
jsti^^u^th erf tbe place; and tibey agreed ilo 
vaise a b^ak agaiti«t tbat part of the waU 
whiob xbey could approcu^ii. So he Bet»t a p<»r4; 
of bis army (^ cut d^ura aU the troesi in the 
ndghbourhoodj and formed hurdle3 to pro* 
tect tbem while th^ poUected aU the alones 
tQgethf^r to make tb^r bmk wMb» The Jews 
fayadered *tb<»miiiitb^ir^iiork not a htth^ by 
throwing bt^;^ fitostes^ which, though tb^ 
j^uld not ceacb the biirdle9# y^ frightened 
the Romans with the terrible nofee Ithey 
inajde. . . 

Upon tim banl^j y^8pjafliia*n placed engine 
for throwing, stones ^ dart§ into thecitir* 
He had engip^ too^ for flugiging lanc^; aAd 
his Arabian archers threw their arrows with 
sittch ^p^ed>.tl^ the Jews durst not venture 
to approach ti^e waited or those parte of th^ 
city which tlie engmes could reach, . 
. Josephus, ever active, had a €pntrivaiioe 
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iMndfto appose to ihcms. He (ordered the 
^vnrlonen tdbaiU tbe watt higher^ and, wtmn 
4faey BtM it was iii)po^ibIe<to be done i^ile 
so many darts weire thrown at them, he in- 
dented this sort of covser for them: he made 
them ifix up {^Ues, ^and spread out between 
Ih^e piles t^e raw bides of oxen newljr 
lotted, whMi gwire wa^ when the stones were 
•#irown, and recefored tiiem. The darts, too, 
slid off aguiB without gomg through, and the 
-fire was quenched by the moislttre of the 
Jhides. 

^ Wbat a very droll inipsen^Mi, A^unt !^' said 
'Anne : *' I do not think many people would 
t»^e thought of such a contritanoe." 

^^ We shall meot with mamy equafiy in«> 
gemonBm, I bare no /diDubt,'' said Amut Jnhe, 
^^ £>r war was cairbd on maVery differecit 
manned ^wtn what k is at present. Since the 
inrention of gunpowder, the art of flingQig 
stones atid of shooting airrows is unknown^ ex*- 
oept^ an amusement. But let us heai' 1k>w 
this inventHMft succeeded. Perhaps the Jen^ 
mqr match their rmds in ingenuity, if not 
inskilL'^ 

Under this belter the Jews worktd wi^ 
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safety, himI they, never stopped night nor 
day till they had raised the wall to a very 
great height : upoii the top of it, too, they 
built towers and battlements. 

The astonishing contrivance of Josephus, 
and tl^ boldness of the citizens, discouraged 
ihe Romans, and made Vespasian very angry. 
He saw it was of no use going on fighting, 
so he ordered his men to desist ; and be sur- 
rounded the city as far as he could, hoping 
thatJby preventing any one from going out or 
from entering into it, to reduce it by famine. 
It happened that the inhabitants had plenty of 
com, hut they were in want of water. There 
was no well within the city, and they were 
usually contented with rain water: but, as no 
rain was likely to fall during the summer, 
the people, already, began to £eel ansdous how 
they should in future satisfy their thir^. Jo* 
sephus, seemg the city full of all other neces- 
saries, desired that the drink should be given 
out by measure ; and the Jews were so dis- 
contented at this, that the Romans soon got 
to know of their distress. When Josepfaus 
found that this gave them hope, he ordered 
th^ Jews to wet a great number of their 



dbyGoogk 



^ WAA8 OF T0B JSW«. ^ 

clothes and hang them aboat the baltlen>eiitt, 
till the whole of the wall was ruoning down 
wMi water. 

'^ And what could that be for, Aunt ?'• said 
Anne. 

*' To make theKomans believe^ I su{>pe8e, 
that they had such 'plenty of water, that they 
oould afiford to Arow it away," aitswered 
AmitJane. 

Josephus had a cooiriTanee too for get- 
ting in supplies ^ wbat Ihey wimted. Thehe 
was a rough place that could scarcely be 
asQended, and on thail account it was iiot 
guarded by the Rotnan soMhsrs. Up this 
path Josephtis «tent out soi&e hardy men, 
whom he ordered to cre^ upon ail^fimrs, 
and to cover their backs with skins, that 
the watch, when they passed, might mis- 
take them for dogs. These men took let- 
ters from Josephus to his friends, imd came 
back loaded with supplies. In time, howi- 
ever, this trick was discovered, and the pass 
was better .giuwded by the Romans, 

Josephus now began to despair ; and as be 
was sure his own life and Acait of the other lea- 
derswould be in danger if the city were taken. 
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he proposed leaving it; and told the Jews 
that he would collect a large army out of 
Galilee and return to their assistance. The 
poor Jews were horror-struck at the idea of 
his deserting them : old men, children, and 
women with their infants fell down before 
him, clung to his feet, and prayed him to stay 
with them : no misfortune could happen to 
them, they said,if Josephus were with them. 

Josephus could not find in his heart to 
desert them ; and, as he saw no prospect of 
saving the city, he and all the citizens re- 
solved to die with glory in its defence : so 
they made a furious sally, and having reached 
as far as the Roman camp itself, tore the tents 
down, and set fire to all they could reach ; and 
never left off this furious way of fighting for 
a great number of nights and days. 

Vespasian, who now found himself quite be- 
sieged in his camp, ordered his men to make 
use of his battering ram. 

This ram was a large beam of wood, like 
the mast of a ship, the forepart of it armed 
with a thick piece of iron, carved to look like 
the head of a ram, from which it took its 
name. The ram was slung in the air by 
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ropes passing .ov:er its middle ; and hiing, like 
th^ balance in a pair of scales, from toother 
beam^ braced by beams that passed on both 
sides of it, in the shape of a cross. This ram 
was pulled backwards and forwards by a great 
number of men ; and battered the walls with 
the iron part, making a great noise. The 
strongest towers and the broadest walls were 
forced to give way to it. 

The Romans brought up this ram to the 
walls of the city, covered with hurdles and 
skins to protect it; and ^t the very first stroke 
the wall was broken dpwQ ; and a clamour 
raised by the people as if the city had been 
already taken. 

^^ I am not at all frightened. Aunt," cried 
AnM^x who nevertheless looked rather p6le, 
'^ for I think Josephiis will be able to match 
ev^n this monster."" 

^^ Well, my dear, let us he^," said Aunt 
Jane ; ^^ I own I am quite anxious to know 
what invention will cure the mischief^ which 
this ram ha?,^ already,* been guilty of." 

W^ereve^ thip battering ram was placed, 
jQsephMs ordered r his , n^jan to hang down 
sack^ filled .wi(^ l?b^9 which turned the 
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stroke of the ram aside^ and verf much 
noyed the Romans ; for wherever they pl«c«d 
the ram, there they were sure to find the noclni 
ready for them. But by the contrivance ^ 
hooks at the end of long poles they cut dowB 
the sacks. The Jews now every moment eJ&^ 
pected that their wail would come down ; am^ 
inutter despair^ they set fire to ail the4rjitna«- 
terials they could find, and sent them ag«iinst 
the engines, which in an hour they had Ae 
pleasure of seeing entirely demolished. ASd- 
ed to thte, we ought not to omit ike eKpIo^ 
of a Jew of the name of Eleazar. He took 
up an immense stone, aad hurled it, down 
from the wall against the ram, with siich 
force, that it broke its head ofi^, which he, ^ 
having kiqped from the wall, picked up, a*d 
returned to the top with the ram in his hand, 
standing as a mark for the enemy to ann 
at. In a moment, his body was covered with 
darts and stones, till he fell down into the 
ditch with the head of the ram. 

The same evening, the Romans erected a 
new ram ; and b€^aii to batter a fresh part of 
the wall with it. In the mean time a Jew, 
froiti the wall, hit Vespasian witih a dart on Mi 
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{qo% and Ae RosilMg, m^w tlbey i«w <l^ 
bfattd^made.a gresat outory^and spread l^ 
lepo^t <3irous^ tltfB< tmn; tdbat^ ttidk' ipeit^ral 
was wounded; laailiomientallleltofffigtii^ 
iagi, and. came vtinfting- t^tlid spoti and fir«t 
ef all Tttofi, wha wae in an agony at the 
newB. But Yespas^ conisealed' the pain his 
wound gwre him, and ordered them toi return 
to hattte^v which ^ey did> vowing as they 
went to rev^ngd Adr gtratieraL 
. The balti^ng^ ram worked^ hard all night, 
and broke down the wall in many places j and 
Vespasian, the next morning, determined to 
tafee the dty by storm« 

Josepbus perceived What he intended to 
^, sod prepaid th^city for defence. The 
old men he placed at the«ound patlis of* the 
widls> and where they were brokai^ he placed 
Us stDongevt troops. The women and chil« 
dren he shnt up in^dieir owti bo^usei^, for fear 
that their cries and lamentations should make 
his men e^minate^ 

And now the tnimpeiters of the Roman 
teglmas sounded all at onee> and' the army 
made a t^criUeT^out^ as they approached to 
make t^:altac]r. ISiey placed diekr engines 

6 
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aiHl th^ir laddera Bgrimt Ibe walte, and) sbel* 
t;ered^by their idiield^ whiefa they fadd abcnre 
thf ir heads^ they heghn to-mount The J^ws 
in vain tri6d to prevent Utem : their darts and 
stones had nd> effect i^n theehieldd of the 
Romans; great nambers of wliom were rli^d«i 
lyrim^ to the topof the waUb, when Jo«€tr 
pbus, wilh bk ever-'ready invehtion/.ordiered 
a quantity <^ scalding oil to be* toought^. 
wbiciiiietpoareddown <hi iall sides itfN>n the 
Romiaus, imd threwtlie red hot vec^els upon 
them also. 

The oil easily trickled down the whole 
body^ undQrneal^ the armour,^ from bead to 
6h>1^ and so scialded the Romans^ that they 
fell do.wi^.in heaps> and rolled about iti 
loonies, and in thb state were easily pursued 
and beaten by their persevering enemies. 
. The Jews made use of anodier invention 
likewise, to stop the Roman scddi^s in;tbeur 
ascent; they poured an oily substance upon 
the boards of the machines, so ttot they could 
neither get up faigber nor go back again, 
but slipped about in every direction, ntany of 
them fiiUtog backwards and being trampled 
upon, and oUiers pushed down and slain 1^ 
the Jews. 
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Ve8|»sifin could wilne^s this dreadfol 
dau^ter no longer, aad he called off his 
soldiers in the evening, and returned to his 
camp. 

^* If Vespasian does not despair now. Aunt, 
I shall call him very obstinate. What right 
has be, I wonder, to let so many of Ms poor 
soldiers be killed, not to mention the Jews 
his enemies, who owld not be many of them 
left^ I should think, now i^* said Anne, vrhose 
little heart was ready to burst at suiih dread- 
fill suiSerings, and whose colour rose in indigo 
nation to her dieeks. 

^^ I witdi I, or lany one else, could answer 
that question, fliy dear Anne," Said Aunt 
Jane, mildly ; ^^ some men, great men, con^ 
querors as they are called, think they are 
privileged to take away the lives and pro- 
perty of some among their fellow creatures : 
but how tbt^y persuade tiiemselves so is more 
than I can exphin/' 

For forty^seven days the besieged stood 
out ; when a deserter from the eity went to 
Vespa^an, and told him that there were very 
few cilteens left'in Jot^te, and that those 
few were sowom out that they might eaiBy 
o2 
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be overcome by a ntr^i^gmu He said Ihat 
about the Inst watch of the iiigfat, wheii iiiey 
were quite weary, the watofameki usually Mi 
asleep, and he advised Vespasian to make an 
attack upon them at jiffaat time. 

Vespasian did not feel qndte satisfied 
wiUi tlie truth of liiis story : but, its it ap- 
peared prdbable, he determiaed to mak-e the 
attempt ; so, thcf oeact toy, a body Of troops, 
beaded by Tims, 'who* w^^s ^e &^st U enter, 
JiMur<cbed w^^ut tioise, put the st^in^ 
watehoQieatto jdedl^ 9bA <ook poasesifon \af 
the citadel. 

The misery ei the eitiflens nay b^ imagined 
on seeii^ tb^BiselVes bdtr&jied, after suoh a 
brave defoioe. It wm some time 'before )&£y 
could recover tbei^ senses ^neugh to kfiow 
what was jdie matter, :tiU they found that 
their couatrymeu were fiiUing or %inig in 
every directiOii. The ISUmmns '^eiv^ no 
mercy, and hurled the poor Jews down iht 
dreadfbl precipice on which the oity stood* 
Many put themselveff to^eaA, pref«ningmay 
thkig rather than to bis killed by the Rd^ 
mans ; but some.of them, on the first alarm, 
mn up into one of H&e town's on the norlii 
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^t'Ot the ctty^ and d^ended themselves, till 
they were surrounded by the numbers of the 
enemy. Among the great slaughter of the 
Jews, it is not a little surprising that only 
one Roman was killed on that day. 

The caverns, which were numerous 
about the city, for some time afforded a 
^Iter to the women and children : but they 
were hunted down and taken prisoners; for 
Vespasian gave orders that tlm city should 
be entir^y demolished. 

Thus was Jotapata taken, after a brave 
fnd vigorous defence, in the thirteenth year 
of the reign of the Emperor Nero. 

** Ah ! how sorry I am !" said Anne. " But 
I wonder what is become of Josephus all this 
whUe." 

^^ I think Jos^hus will have some diffi- 
culty to escape now," said Fanny. 

The Romans thought of nothing now 
but of securing Josephus, for whom they 
searched in all the hidden recesses of the city. 
Josephus had concealed himself in. a pit with 
forty other persons of consequence, and they 
bad provisions enougb to last them a few 
days. For two days he remained here, and 
o3 
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mx the itbk:4 wa^ ^cov^mi ^ t^e eg^ia^f 
byawomMx^ who frad i>^n me p( ^ |NWtar# 
w4 who bad heftit tal^n* 

' V^sfP^aa jsent two 91Q11 19 p<»r6i|B^ Job^ 
phus to coaie .aii^ of ibe dm^ w4 ddiver 
hii]»8elf up : buj^ he 'wotdd pot cop^enl;. At 
last Vespasian s^t a tribiQie^ Mmed ijUca^ 
nor, with whom Jos€ypbw ia fi^Hniaier ^^Iii9^s 
had been upoa fvm^y tti^rfiis, 

Wicauor di?i^lt iipon A^ mikbiess .of iii^ 
Romsms, and told Jofi^pl^ that Vespi^^iw 
and all the otl^ter x^ma^m^rs admire^ his 
conduct daring the wi^, and would by 90 
means suffer bin} to be f^t ur deatii. 

Josepbus fete inclined tto comply with Ni- 
eaiM^'s 3vi»b l^i^o iri^ Mm to Vespasian^ but 
his companions were angry, and threatened 
to kill bim andibqrP^l^^ if be a)^i|ipted to 
desert them. 

Josephus in vi^n tried tp persuade them to 
do no such thing; be ^a^M^ed them Uiat to 
die in war might be gloriou^^ but it was 
cowardly to think of putting tbems^lves to 
death, and that if diey saved their lives then^ 
they might be of serviM to their country at a 
future time; 
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$0 t^us^ ip4 lip aK^ ^ptb^ MMO bQb% l9ll« 
he por^^ua^iedbi^^^mpaimpi ^ttptA^y j|«Di4d 
both Uv^e^ 

^ian, the Romans crowded :flt>wt to took at 
hun» While he ^WM M a di9tfiii«e: thegr ei&o 
prfiiped g^e«t ii^i^^mst Jiim^ ImH wb^i he 
came nei^r t^ itU felt mim^tsbiA m his 
appesffmuse. 'TiiHSy ia partfettlar^ Mtj^ttt 
compasgion^S he rfw^nberad how (bnlvslgf' 
he had saen him iigbUii^ &^^i7 diort time 
before, apd he caitreaM his fa^r to^spsm 
bis life. Vespasian ordered bbasL to he 
strictly wat<diedr untiil he ccalid be sent to 
Borne : but at Ihe same time he shewed hhn 
e^ry atteatikm, and Tiins paid hmi aU the 
hoDoiirs he was able. 

Tte parly joined ia pdiying the^toatioo 
c^josephusy atid then aaseiftbled round the 
tea table ; Uie happy group beiaf joioed by 
Jos and Tom, n*io had waUwd wer, m 
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hopes of being able to tempt their Atit^ts 
aad Sisters to join them, in a ramble through 
the woods of Trentham. They were easily 
persuadedp and the evening being remfurka-. 
bly fine^ even Aunt Mary laid aside all fears 
of rheumatism^ and agreed to accompany 
them. They had several fields to pass throu^ 
before they came to the park, and Fanny 
cast many an anxious look at the cows^ from 
a fear she could not conquer, though* she 
hoped her brothers would not observe her^ 

They reached, at length, the fine open space 
which fronted the house at Trentham, and 
led into the park. Deer of various kinds, 
the spotted, the plain bufi^, and those with 
antlers, were skipping about, and Anne was 
already amusing herself with their vario^ 
starts and attitudes, as she ran up to these 
timid little beings. When they had passed 
the grand sweep and reached the woods, the 
party soon dispersed in little groups; Jos 
and Tom spied some robins' nests, which 
they resolved to secure, although the gentle 
Fanny joined her earnest petition to the en* 
treaty of her Aunts that they would spar^ 
the poor birds. Anne was making a selec- 
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tion of feathers^ and was nearly out of sight. 
She had promised her sister Maria^ who had 
a great taste for drawing^ to find her some 
jay's feathers, whose alternate bhie and black 
stripes, so gay and so glosi^y, looked remark- 
ably pretty upon skreens. The feathers of 
the w^c^pigeop were pti^eii^ io^ ^ pur 
little ^ma^eur, Ibr-th^ sc^Re^esiOf (te^rjsddHi^ 
Itad erpw-q^lfe wi9^pirfced«pMi*^r6wiiirAl 
fc^ her^wir^HffH^ Ii^j3;5 ifof isbfiWM »afe 
tag, hy ber p^ppl^ tAwip^y B* ^omm^^^fiuB^ 
b4M^ mkJ ^^odkrgroAi^ Might 4n.ivtfliliite^ /in 
9 »^[^aUer'ba«d($hft9 ;Mr> gi^df y^ wm ii W ^Mw 
hpr*o.d# in fblr jwfy-t}>^<*fc l^ /Jiieiitoi^ 
rades and pretty scraps of poetry sjie MliH 
tbink^f. 

Wim^j i»ll fh^ ^}FA#e wfs '» TTOMr* i g *^A» 
skte of A«MMMary, pip|<itog ip iwf r|r irtW 
flower 9be iMwiW ^^iid^ t|^-iib^^^ji^}mm 

its name, or carry it home, to examJit^jjorter 
little "botany book* T^S0 4ower9 -pb^ iras 
preserving an s )wff^ m^m i^ V^^ 
Aunt Jan^ l^ hroia^ a H^tle ibn^^ irtib 
hQ)r, in^r4€r to jfiji it wit^ tine l^fnr^ of 'tk^ 
cQ^it4oot plfuit, to i^^e It torto p^, for ta 
poop ne^hl^pur who was in aieMstwfitiott* 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Thky all met^ at last, at the vale of Temp^,* 
a beautiful opening in tte midst of the woods, 
through which was running a small rivulet 
c»f water, over a bed of shining pebbles. The 
baid£8 on the side of this little stream were 
green »Bd mo^y, and the party seated them- 
selves under the hug^e arm of a pfane-tree, 
winch spread «11 the way ^long '■ to the ri- 
vulet 

This fitvourite spot took its name from a 
ftncied miniature resemblance to the fomous 
vale of Temp^ in Greece, and none but oi^a- 
meiital weeds were allowed to remidn within 
^ightofit. 

The rivulet was so clear and sparkling, 
that every one who visited the spot made a 
point of taking some of the water up in their 
hands to taste it; tufts of forget-me-not, 
speedwell, and the yellow trefoil, grew here 
and there, quite into the stream, and at the 
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bottom^ wbereit emptied itsdf inladte large 
sheet of water that bounded the woods on that 
side^ reeds and flowering griisses waved their 
tall heads^ and almost hid it from the sight* 
Jos had provided himself with, a book; 
and, as he was a good German scholar^ it was 
the greatest treat he could gire hit slsteis^ to 
translate to them from that language. Hie 
story he had brought for this occasi^ was 
called Gorgori aiid ArUtotnene^^ and was 
founded on an incident in theGreciiHi histc^y. 

They all sat round bim^ and list^aed in« 
silent attention, for the stcwry was^ a wry 
interesting one ; when Aunt Mary began to 
feel a little dampness in the air, and being 
afraid of her old enemy, the rheumatismj.she 
was forced^ though reluctantly, to summon 
them to their walk homewards. 
. The good little girls jumped up so willing* 
ly, that Aunt Mary told Jos she hoped he 
would not forget to put his book in his pocket 
when he came again to iiongfield ; and sbe 
would try to contrive as agreeable a walk 
again, that he might finish it to them in as 
pretty a place as that in which he had b^^un.^ 

They returned the shortest way through. 



dbyGoogk 



72 WABS 0» TB» JHW»» 

rtie woods 5 but were frequemtly tem^«ed to 
stop, to Uaten to the nightingales, whose 
evening song had begun, and for which 
the woods of Trentham were veiy fimaous* 
It was too late to begin reading again that 
night, but the next morning, as soon as brcjak- 
fastc was over, and a few domestic dutlet were 
performed, they all took their usual seats at 
tlie bow window; Fanny and Aunt Mary 
began shading the oak leaves of the rug, and 
Anne opened her book and read on* 

After the conquest of Jotapata, Vespa- 
sian and his army returned to Ptolemais. 
They were received by the citizens with great 
rc^icings : but not so Josephus> against whom 
the Romans were very violent^ and petitioned 
Vespasian to put him to death. Vespasian took 
no notiee of their petition> but set about pre- 
paring winter quarters for his men. Part'of 
his army He stationed at Cesarea, and part at 
Steythopolis, but they were not allowed to 
remain^idle long. 

A number of citisens had fled front the 
demolished cities^ atid had tak^en refuge in 
Joppa; and here they lemployed themselves 
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4iie fteas^; «e> tiwt noMie cisild approach tiie 
chores in tbrntdireotion. 

Ve^ariaa quieklf ccdleeted a b«dy 0f 
troops, and sent them againit' these ^Hoople. . 
T4ie Romaia temped Joppa Miily^ for the 
town WM desnrted, ^m cfiimis hatisg^ fled 
4D (beuryfa^i ill ^ich'Aey Uy aUnigfat ttt 
seft, oitt of reftdi of ihe dartB of ike euemjx 

Ji^fpBL, h&mtttr^ wai^iiotsattHTaU^ hMasdbd 
for a hav«n; for it eiid» ki e ra^^ fthore^ 
where deep precipices* aud great stones jut 
out into the sea, ^^ainiit which the north 
wind beati, and 4ifehes liage waves agaSxist; 
^e rocks. As the people of Joppa wem sail^ 
log BbcMf the nttt motning, :a vitdent wkid, 
wluoh they caUed die Nack fwt^h-wkid,' began, 
to bio w, and dashed the ships f^fainst each 
oHier and tte roeks, tmd forced sMte into 
tte open sea<. They oouid not land if they 
wished it, for the Roihans in Joppa would 
have Aru^ tbem ont into the sea agslin. 
M«ny perished in the wares; others ptittfaenk 
selves to d^ath, preening Hiat way of ehd^ 
ittg their tiy^ ; and dreadful w«re llie eries 
md lanif ntations wben Iheihipginere dadied 
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together^ or when they were sent back to the 
shore. Thus was another city won by the 
Romans^ who left a body of horse in the midst 
of it^ to prevent the Jews from again becom* 
Ing masters of it. 

In the mean time a variety of reports 
reached Jerusalem as to what had been 
going on at Jotapata. By degrees the whole 
truth came out^ and lamentation and sorrow 
filled every house. It was reported Ukewise 
that Josephus.was killed^ and he was mourn* 
ed for by £very one. as if he had been a near 
relation. They bad a custom at that time of 
hiring people to lament the dead, /who played 
mournful airs on. their pipes, and sang songs 
pf lamentation : and these they hired in ho^ 
oour of Josephus, and ccmtinued mourning 
for thirty days. 

" How much they will rejoice. Aunt," 
said Anne, ^^ when they find Josephus still 
living, and so kindly treated by the Romans T' 
. *' We shall see, Anne," answered Aunt 
Jane ; *^ for my part, I do not feel quite cer- 
tain what they will think about^." 

When the truth was made known, however^ 
and his countrymen heard that Josephus was 
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still aliye^ and prisoner to the Romans^ and 
treated bj them with great respect and kind- 
ness^ their moumitig turned into anger. It 
was thought that he had of course become 
a friend of the Romans^ and they called 
him a deserter and coward, and seemed to 
forget all that be had done in the defence of 
Jotapata. 

After this new victory Vespasian had a 
mind to visit Agrippa, and to see how the 
afihirs of his kingdom went on : he therefore 
removed his camp to Caesarea Philippi. 

Before he had been quiet long, the inhabi- 
tants of the city of Tarichese revolted like- 
wise, and were joined by a great number of 
the disaffected Jews from all parts. The 
city of Taricheai was situated at the bottom 
of a motintain> and partly surrounded by the 
Lakeof Gennesareth. Those sides that were 
not washed by the lake had been fortified 
with a wall by Josephus, though not so 
strong a wall as some of the other cities had. 
The citizens fitted up ships, and were pre- 
pared both for a fight by sea and by land, 
and were led on by a man of great zeal and 
courage, named Jesus. 
H 2 
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Vespaiiaii, btdring tiuH a gretf<; ncmibei' of 
Jews \^«re eoUeotied ki the pladn^ 0eM ocrt hi» 
Mn Titus with a cdiosen bnt smalt pM*4y of 
SQidiers. Tbcse Titm tbougbC too few> ali# 
dent to bis fatlierfQf more 91 i& tfie mean tim# 
he maib^ a speedr te bis^ soldiers^ wham be 
foufid terrified at the mimbetv tbey were 
going to fight. 

" My brare Romans^" said he> '^ fior sb I 
must call yoa, to remind you of what nation 
you are, I am. delighted to see the alaerttf 
you shew in pt*eparii^ to figbt; b«t there ar^ 
some anwHig ymi^ I lear, wb0 fed a seer^t 
dB€iad of meeting' the encmy^ Let me r^ 
afeind yov that, as yet, no nadkyrt ba< been 
able to wfthstahd tibe Roman at m^rilave wv 
not ah*eady beaten the JcfWd } anil do we mt 
know &at they are tod on madly, without 
order »!iiddiscipbiie,^ without arms, aad wi^t^ 
(Hkt horses ? For my part,' let me assure yoioi 
I thhdL we have now an opportunity of trj^g 
whether ray father deserreg his fbrmer glory, 
wbether I am worthy to be bis eon, and yoa 
to be my soldiers r' 

These words animated tbe men, and tiMf 
were even angry that fresh troops should 
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kave arrived, to take away or to share the 
glory they expected to gain. 

The Jews were repulsed in the very first 
attack, and were fifing iu great disorder into 
the city, when Titus heard that the inhabi- 
tants were quarrelting among themselves; 
The old iiihabitaiy», who had lived there all 
their lives, were by no means anxious to 
fight : it was chiefly the foreigners who had 
taken refuge in the city, who not only were 
for war themselves, but compelled the others 
tojoindtem. The clamour that this qiuur* 
rel made reached the ears of Titas;. who, calU 
ing out to his men that now was thdr time, 
leaped upon his horse, rode down to the lake, 
ent^edthe eity^ and was followed by his 
troops^ 

The Jews took fright, deserted their waUs, 
and some fled to the plains, and others took 
refiige on the lake* 

Titus sent immediate news •f this victoiy 
to V^pasian: who joined him quickly, put a 
gumrdlnto the cit^, that no one mi^ht escape, 
and set about ^tting up vessels to pursue 
the people on tihe lake^ 
. The lake, of Gennesareth is about seveo* 
h3 
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teen miles in \eng&t mtd dve in breadlii | !li» 
waters were sweet, aod refDsrkably plessant 
ibsf dritikiiig^. It was diirided Is the middle by 
the stream of tke river Jordan^ and several 
kinds of figb w^% ib«ad in it wbkb were not 
to be met witib elsewhere. 

The country which sArrounds iim lake was 
likewise ealled Grennesaretb, and was &mo«9 
f&r tke beauty of itsscenery. Tlie soil was very 
fruftful, and it is singi^r that not only trees, 
»aefa as the walnmt, wkkh reqtnre the coldest 
ak^ flourished there, but that palm-trees, %8, 
and - olives shouki likewise abound tliere, 
which require so very hot a climate. Fi^ 
and grapes hung up0n the trees for ten 
montli^, sothattheiahabitaBts were supplied 
with these and many other kinds of fruit 
nearly all the year thi*ougb* 

The ships whieh Vespasiaoi was preparing 
were soon ready, and the Jews^ stood but 
a poor ehance against them, for their own 
weire very small, and unfit for defence > be* 
sides which they were but poor mariners } 
all they eould do wa» to sail round the large 
ships, and throw stoives upon the Romans* 
But they were all clad in armour, so that the 
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•tones only made a. noiu^ without hurting, 
while the Romans could wound the Jews 
fast enoQgh with their darts* When they 
met pretty near^ the Romans ran them 
througii^ with long poles, or jumped into 
their ships, with swords in their haiids, and 
felew them. 

Dresadful was the slaughter that took place. 
Very few of the Jews or their ships escaped, 
and the shores of the lake were covered with 
dead bodies, besides the ships, which lay scat- 
tered about in sad confusion. Indeed their 
enemies could not help feeling some com- 
passion at the sight of so many dead and 
wounded people, lying in heaps all about. 

Vespasian summoned his tribunal, in order 
to decide upon the fate of the inhabitants and 
of the foreigners. Vespasian himself wished 
to save the lives of the oM inhabitants, who 
hsid been forced quite unwillingly into the 
war; but the other commanders over per- 
suaded him, that it would be wrong to let 
them go ; so he ordered them up into the 
market-place, both foreigners and citizens. 
The old men he caused to be put to death, 
and the young were sold as slaves ; a few 
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being picked out as af)resent to Nero and 
to Agrippa. 

'^ I heard Papa say, the other day/' said 
,Fanny, putting down her work, ^* that this 
wa9 considered as the most cruel and bar? 
barous action of Vespasian's life/' 

^^ I am so glad/* said Anne, ** that it does 
not mention that Titus agreed to it ; for I 
am quite sure he would not have given 
his consent to axkf thing so unjust and so 
wicked." .> 

" I really believe the same, Anne/' said 
Aunt Jane, ** We have rea4 nothing of Titus 
yet which leads me to believe he would do 
such a thing ; and I admire him the more 
from knowing that the Romans in general^ 
even the commanders and leaders, believed 
that nothing which they . did against the 
jews could be cpni^idered wicked or crueL 
And it shocks me to think that this idea has 
continued till much later and more en- 
lightened times, and with people, too, who had 
much strongs motives to humanity ^han the 
Romans." 

** You mean with Christians^. Aunt ?" said 
Fanny. 
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** IdOffoj dear. The bisiory of our own 
country^ even till a few centuries ago^ gives 
«fl instances of the cfa*eadfiil persecutions 
the^e people underwent, and of hundredi 
of them being put to death ; and no cruel* 
lies inflicted ufKOi the Jews were considered 
unlawful/' . 

^^ I think, Aunty our nurse, MoUjr, must 
kwrevery queer notions of them now," said 
Aime, '^ for wl^sever an^ of ny Bttle bron 
thers or sisters are nau^ity, she tetts them 
the old Jew wilfctake Ibem/' 
^^ O 1 I ctore say," said Fwmy, ^^ that h 
because they have such long beards growing, 
asdare always so bbdc and so dirty, and 
have such gruff voices.'* 

^' Thrf are stiil,. I aoft sorty to say^ rather 
^despi^ race^*' said AvmtJnmt;, ^' but i 
hope the pr^ujcttce i^fainst them is wearing 
away, and that, even in. my tune, I shall see 
them fiUSng n^ber a more re&pectable rank 
bi soeiely.^ — Go on, jsiy deai^ Aauej"' 

Glaniala was ibt next eity which Vespasian 
besieged; nor was it a- very easy one to at^ 
tack. Gaatabt was situated on the rough 
ridge of a mountam, which had a kind of 
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neck in the middle^ and was something IIke~ 
a camel's back> from which it took its name. 
On each side and before it were abrupt 
points, broken from tbe rest^ and ending in 
deep valUes : bdiindj the mountain was ra- 
ther easier of ascent, and houses were built 
all the way up, close together. ' The city 
hung $o strangely, that it looked as if it would 
fall down upon itself. At the south was a 
mount which formed a ckadel, and above 
that a precipice ; and there was a w^ell of 
water within the wall at the extremity of 
the city. , The city was very strongly si- 
tuated by nntore, and it had likewise been 
surrounded with a wall by Josephus, where- 
ever one could be built. 

The inhabitants were very confident of 
success, though there were but few fighting 
men in the city, compared with what there 
had been in Jotapata. 

Vespasian removed his camp from Emmaus, 
and came up to Gamala. Its situation was 
such that he could not surround the city with 
hissoldiers; but, wherever he could, he placed 
a watch. He set his legions to fortify, accord-* 
ing to their usual custom, their camp upon 
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ft neighbouring mountain, and set to work 
himself to raise banks at the bottom^ 

When these banks were finished, he sta- 
tioned his engines and haltering rams against 
the walls, which filled the citizens with ter^; 
ror. They were enccmraged by their leaders 
Chares and Joseph ; however, the wall 
was soon thrown down, and the Romans 
entered the city* The multitudes of people 
who met them were so great, and rushed on 
with ^such violence, that the Romans scarcely 
knew whether they should retreat or not: 
but at last they found themselves pushed with 
such force, that they were obHged to retreat 
into some small houses in the lower part of 
the city. These houses were unable to sup- 
pcnrt tilie weight of such numbers, in their 
heavy armour, and feU in suddenly. By 
this means many of the Romans perished. 
The people of Gamala considered this a proof 
of God's assistance, and rushed on, hurling 
stiHies upon the flying Romans. 

Very few of these lived to get back to their 
own camp, for the dust made by the falling 
houses prevented many from seeing tfadr 
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way, and Uiey fe]l dow0 one upon the other 
in heaps^ 

Vespasian was deeply affected at this disas- 
ter, and he for a time forgot all thoughts of 
himself; he went into the dty, and, before he 
wa3 aware of it, had reached quite the oppo^ 
site extremity of it, and was surrounded iJy 
}m enemies^ He disdained to fly, but he 
covered himself and his few followers wi^h 
their shields, and so defended himself bravely; 
The J^ws w^re amazed at his valour, and 
by ^egr^es were less violent in tiiieir attadcfi, 
so that he and bis littlis band were aUe to 
retreat jsently, without turning their backs 
on their enemies, ^1 they ca«fte to the city 
gate, smd got beyond the walls. 

The next mornbig Vespasian comforted Im 
men, who were not only grieved at their own 
de&at, but were ashamed at baring deserted 
their general, and left him almost alone to 
defend himself. 

The people of <^laaiala took oonrage for a 
short time, but th^ had little hope of defend- 
ing themselves loi^ against so large and so 
brave an army. TheMoond time the Romans 
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m^de tbeir attack, the greater part of the 
citizens fled into the cayerns about the 
city^ and the old men were left in it to 
perish by famine : for the food was reserved 
for the fighting men, who sustained the siege 
for a long time« At lengthy three Roman sol-* 
diers got under a high tower, and under- 
mined it, without makuig any noise. They 
stole gently towards it, rolled away five or 
six large sti^nes from underneath it, and then 
went quickly away. The tower came down 
with a crash ; and^ while the Jews were in a 
great fright and^^onstemation from thenoise^ 
the Romans attacked them. Joseph, one of 
the leaders, was killed by a dart^ and, at the 
very same time, their other leader Chares, 
who was ill, and in the hands of the pby- 
siciap, died likewise. 

The Romans, however, were determined 
to be prudent this tune, and not to enter the 
Qity too soon ; they remained, therefore, till 
Titus came, who with two hundred horsemen 
entered into the city without noise. The 
clamour raised by the watchmen, who saw 
him enter, soon told the tale in the efty. 
Some of the citizens caught their wives and 
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children in their arms, and fled to the citadel ; 
while others, not knowing what in the world 
to do, fell among the Roman guards, and 
were put to death. 

Vespasian came with his army to the assis- 
tance of Titus ; but was greatly hindered in 
his ascent up the rocky acclivity by the men 
of Gamala, who stood at the top and rolled 
stones down upon his troops, while they them- 
selves stood too high to be touched by the 
darts of the Romans. 

A storm however arose, and prevented the 
Jews from remaining any longer on the pre- 
cipice ; so that the Roman soldiers quickly 
surrounded them, and took away from them 
all hope of defending themselves any longer. 

The Romans were by no means anxious to 
shed more blood than could be helped : but 
the despair of the Jews made them throw 
themselves from the rock ; and many pre- 
ferred seeing their whole families perish in 
this manner, rather than remain alive to be 
slaves to their hated foes. 

Thus was Gamala added to the Roman 
conquests, after a vigor6u8 defence, from 
which the inhabitants deserved better success. 
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The book was again shut, and the little 
party dispersed in groups to prepare for their 
early meal. Fanny and Anne were soon ready, 
and took a stroll into the little field, ad- 
joining the house, which belpiiged to their 
Aunts. They were berth rather, inclined to 
be &oughtful. Their mpruing'B employment 
had made a great impression upon them; 
for^ though they had been in the habit of 
reading history, ever since they were old 
enough to understand it, yet it was generally 
in short lesspns to their governess, and their 
feelings were less excited. 

The fresh air, however, soon restored them 
to their gaiety ; and they began to talk about 
their last night's walk, and to wonder where 
they should go, or what they should do that 
evening. One thing only they made sure of, 
though it by no means pleased them, which 
wa9, that they should not see their brothers 
that night 5 for it was the weekly meeting of 
the cricket club, and nothing could go on 
well ivithout their assistance. 

After dinner. Aunt Mary announced her 
intention of walking to the neig^boiu*ing 
Tillage of Stoke, before they began to read 
1 2 
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again^ to visit some poor^ of wtiom she would 
be obliged to give a report that evening, at 
the Dorcas meeting, whieb was to talce place 
at their house. Fanny and Anne eagerly 
entreated to be allowed to accompany her^ 
a request which she was not at ieJI inclhted 
to refuse ; and Aunt Jane said she hdd her 
preserves to attend to, but she promised 
to be ready for the reading when they re- 
turned. 

They sauntered^ slowly, on the road 4ill 
they got to the low and dirty villc^ of Stoke. 
There was nothing^pleasingin4;hei^p^u*aiioe 
of t^is village, but the neighbom^iood was 
pretty. The source of the Trent was to be 
found in the fields lying near to the churdi* 
yard ; and into these fiel^ Paany and Anne 
were tlirected to strcdl, while Aunt Mary 
visited the cottages of the poor. 

They sat down by the little stream of the 
Trent, and after gathering a faeapof Vi6)^ 
primroses, and stitchwort, amused themselves 
with platting garlands, wiUi some m^es they 
found growing by Ae water. 

While Anne was finishing her ^land, 
Fanny collected a large bunch of fl<>wefing 
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gvussm, to adoru the parkmr cbteBey-piece 
at Longfield. It mortified her^ not a little, as 
she was. gatheriBg them, tliat »he was as yet 
ignorant of any of their names ; and Aunt 
Mary had assured her that it would be some 
0me before she would besufficiently advanced 
in Botany to begin to examine the delicate 
flowers of these grasses. 

After they had twined their garlands round 
their bonnets, they made their way to the 
church-yard, which was close to the meadows, 
and quite in the rural style. 

They passed half an hour here very plea- 
santly, in reading the epitaphs and inscriptions 
on the tomb-stones, and many of them were 
not a little amusing. 

When tired, they sat down on one of the 
stones, and repeated what few epitaphs they 
could remember having learnt. Fanny had 
lately visited the Isle of Wight, Sipd she was 
constantly talking of some of the beautiful 
scries she had visited. The church and 
church-yard of Stoke^ remmded her of one of 
her favourite walks to the church of Binstead, 
nemr Ryde. 

Fanhy. O ! Anne, if you had but been with 
I 3 
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US at Ryde^ and seen the beantifol cottage at 
Bingtead, and the church, and the little white 
porch, and read those pretty lines we found 
one day written inside the porch with a lead 
pencil! 

Annb. What were the lines irfK>iit, Fanny ? 

Fanny. I will try if I can remember them : 
we all got them by heart at the time. 

A wand'ring stranger, through Quarr's woods I stray, 
MFhere pensive thought recUrs to ages fled; 

And slow returning et'dedining day. 
Beneath tfaisxsaared porch to rest am led. 

Here in thecahu of this sequester'd spot. 
Musing I listen to the murmuring main. 

Whose terrors now, at distance, are forgot, 
Like cfetant trod)le6 in this stene of pain. 

fiat I ifMBt quit thiS' solemn sliU f^rea^ 

And to the busy worid again return; 
Leave this seclusion with unwilling feet. 

New cares to combat, and new sorrows mourn. 

Bttt ^y lament dif'loe? disttiissMiyiefErs, 

Bm»U thkie Isfb oa^isal «iu| ttkd ; 
Dischar^ life's duties, and sustain its cares, 

Thou'lt find Eternal Providence thj friend. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Fanny and Anne had just tfane to bang 
tbeir wlpeatiis of flow«« rouivd^ the eage of 
Aunt Janets favourite goldfinch^ when they 
were summoned to the bow-window to re-^ 
sume tbebr employmettt. No time wiis to be 
lost. Aunt Jane told them ; as tbeir friends 
were to assemble to an eariy tea, and all 
hands would be employed after that time* 
A few minutes found them ready, and Anne 
began to read. 

No place <tf GalSee remained now to be 
taken by the Romans ^oept the small city 
of Gischala. fitit ferw of the inhabitants 
wished for -war, the generality of them being 
husbandmen, whose sole occupation was in 
cultivating the ground. 

There were some, however, disafftoted; and 
these were headed by a person of the name 
of Johii, an ambitious man, fond of authority 
and of war. He persuaded the citizens to 
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light, and drew them out in battle array. 
Vespasian sent his son Titus to meet them, 
with a small body of soldiers ; the rest of his 
army he kept about him, to be ready to attack 
Jerusalem itself, where he foresaw he should 
have some trouble. Titus was anxious to 
make terms with the inhabitants of Gischala ; 
for he was weary of so much bloodshed, and 
really pitied these men : so, finding them all 
assembled, he made a speech to them, and 
told them that he could not imagine what 
they could have to depend upon, when so 
many better fortified cities had been taken. 
He offered them a free pardon if they would 
repent, and give over fighting. 

There were many in the city who would 
gladly have made peace ; but John and the 
disaffected kept possession of the walls, and 
would not let the quiet people shew their 
faces. John, however, came forward, and 
assured Titus that he himself would freely 
consent to his proposal, and he would per- 
suade or force the citizens to do the same. 
But, with a gi«eat deal of cunning, he added, 
that Titus ought at least to allow them to 
l^eep holiday that day, which was their sab- 
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bttth; for if Titus were really their friend, he 
would wish them to do what their laws and 
their religion taught them. 

Titus, thinking him sincere, consented to 
wait a day; and withdrew himself and his 
men to a place Called Cydessa, a short dis« 
tance from the dty : but, in reality, Johii^s 
only fear was, that if the city were taken he 
himself should be made a prisoner. 

So when night came, and John 3aw that 
there was no Roman guard about the city, 
he ^ek some armed men, and some of the 
citizens and their families, ^d'fl^'t6 Jeru- 
salem. He was in great liaste, being tei^ribly 
afraid of being made a prisoner : but was pre- 
railed upon to let a number of women and 
children accompany him. \^ien they were 
got about two miles from the city, his fears 
for his own safety became so strong, that be 
i^ry inhumanly left the women and chil- 
dren behind; Who, fancying that they were 
dose to the enemy, set up a sad outcry, and 
fled back to the city in such disorder, that 
many lost their way, falling' upon one ano- 
ther, and throwing each other down. 

Many called to their husbands and their 
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sons, entreating thena to return and help 
them; but John urged his companions to 
save themselves by flight, without caring for 
their poor forlorn wives and parents. 

When Titus came, the next day, on to the 
walls to make the agreement, the people 
opened their gates to him with great joy, and 
called him their benefactor. But Titus was 
much vexed when he found that John had es- 
caped, and he sent a party of horsemen to pur- 
sue him : it was, however, too late, for he had 
reached Jerusalem. Titus was vexed at being 
so deceived, but he was too g^erous to punish 
the innocent for the guilty^ He entered the 
city, and ordered a little part of the wall to be 
taken down, as a sign that he had conquered ; 
and, after placing a garrison in the place, to 
guard it for the future, he was not a little 
pleased to think that the whole of Galilee was 
in the power of the Romans, though it had 
cost them no little trouble to gmn it. 

When John entered Jerusalem, he was 
instantly surrounded by thousands of peopk 
crowding elderly about him, and asking what 
new miseries had happened. As soon as be 
was recovered from the breathless state be 
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was in, he and his companions began to talk 
higj and to make the most of their misfortunes : 
they said they left Gischala because it was a 
poor weak place, and not worth defending ; 
nsid that they were come to defend their me- 
tropolis. 

The people^ however, were not long in dis- 
covering the real truth, that John had fled to 
save his own life ; and the more sensible part 
went quietly to their homes again, lamenting 
the troubles of their unhappy country. But 
the idle and the restless remained with John, 
who harangued them for some time about 
their own strength and numbers. The Ro- 
mans, he said, were now exhausted, and 
could do ve;ry little against such a place as 
Jerusalem. By several equally false argu- 
ments, John worked up the people to wish 
for war. This was not, however, the begin- 
ning of the discord ; for in every city there 
were some who wished for war, and some 
equally desirous of avoiding it. The contest 
was bitter 5 private families could not agree 
about it, aiid quarrels of the most terrible 
kind broke out between people, who had pre- 
viously loved each other most dearly. Bands 
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of robbers got iogelber to rob the country 
people^ and th^n reUiri^ to Jerusalem^ 
wbicb received all without distinction; for 
there was no gctvernor, nor any one to watch 
Qver its interests. These robbers conunit^ 
every kind of atrocity, and did not hesitote 
eveai to murder many of the respectable men 
who stood in their way^ while some th^y 
made prisoners. They even took upon them- 
selves to appoint high priests; and, instead 
of Aose who bad a right to tbte dignity^ they 
raised some of their own unworthy crew^ 
who would do whatever they wished. The 
prifestbood had fi'om time^ immemorial de- 
scended from father to son, but these people 
undertook to dispose of it by casting lots* 
The lot for the high priesthood fell upon a 
man of the name of Phanuias, and too plainly 
shewed how unjust a method of choosing this 
was ; for he was.not only an unworthy ma^ 
but he was a mere ignorant countrymai^ 
They brought him out of the country with* 
out his own consenty and^ as if they wer^ 
acting a play, covered him with a mask^ and 
4ressed him up in the sacred garmenti^ and 
told bim what he was to do» 
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The oiher priests, who were-stttmg at a 
dfeumee, eoyld not help sbeddkig teim, at 
teeing this jest and -mockery of' all diey held 
so sacred; and some of theao, bitterly, re* 
proached the people for being so slow to 
puni^ stieh wicked conduct. Aoomig diese 
w^e Jesus and Anamtis, two of the most 
respected 4)f tlie high priests. 

The people, indeed, could no longer bear 
Ae hMOlenoe of tbese Zemkds^ as ihey were 
eatkd ; aiid met together in a great multi* 
tnde. Ananvs stood in the midst of them, 
and with his eyes tiled with tears, uplifted 
to the temple, he said, ^ It would hate 
been good lo^ an old man tike me to have 
died before I saw this day, when euch acts 
of impiety ba^e been done by ih^e villains ; 
and you, my countrymen, my feHow ekizens, 
ha^ebeai standing sil^itty by. Ofwhom^an 
I complain P When I belKrid «he ^mny we 
are under^ I r^oottect t^t the tyrants entered 
amongst us as a small band ^ robbers, and 
n^ on)e comfdi^ned; hoases were pillaged; 
oMr goremors were arrested and jcondemned 
to death, but we were sflent. They teve 
seized upon the strongest place in tlie dty^ 
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you may call it the temple^ if you please : to 
me it looks rather like a citadel, or a fprtress 
filled with armed soldiers. Will you bear all 
this ? will you not pluck the oppressors down 
from your sanctuary ? Why should we fight 
the Romans ? what pretence have we ? Is it to 
gain our liberty, when we ai*e slaves of such 
tyrants as these ? What harder fate can we 
bear? Indeed it would not be so'Iuurd: for 
the Romans look with respect at our teitfples, 
even at a distance ; while we daily see men 
born in our country, broi^ht up in our 
habits, and bearing the name of Jews, walk* 
ing in the midst of our holy places, with 
their hands warm with the slaughter of their 
own countrymen ! I am persuaded that you 
all feel, as I do, that these tyrants ought to 
be destroyed, and that no punishment can be 
too great for them : there may be danger 
perhaps in the attempt; but, if there is, it is 
right to die before these gates, for the sake 
of our wives and children, for the sake of 
<jiod and his temple ; and I will lead you on, 
and assist you with my counsel and with my 
arm." 
AiiMinusthus urged the multitude who cried 
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out to him to lead them on against the tyrants. 
Ananus foresaw the danger he was about to 
incur^ but he felt that it was his duty to endea- 
vour to expel these wicked people from the 
city, so he chose out his men and put them 
into battle array. The Zealots had got pos- 
session of the temple ; and, when they saw 
the intention of the citizens to fight them, 
they came out in small parties. At first the 
attack was made, at a distance, by throwing 
stones, and for some time they were con- 
tented with that way of fighting ; they next 
threw their javelins at one another ; and, at 
last, made use of their swords, which caused 
some slaughter. The dead bodies of the peo- 
ple were carried to their own houses by their 
relations ; but whenever any of the Zealots 
were wounded, they were carried up into 
the temple. This irritated the populace, 
who fought with such fury that the Zealots 
were pushed into the temple ; and Ananus 
and his party being forced in at the same 
time, the Zealots retired into the inner 
court, and shut the gates. Ananus dared not 
continue the attack against the holy gates ; 
font choosing six thousand men, left them to 
K 2 
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guard tho cloisters, and continued sending 
others from time to time to relieve them. 

** I do believe. Aunt," said Fanny, " that 
we shall soon come to the account of the 
riege of Jerusalem. Do you know that the 
last time my Papa was in London he brought 
me a present of Mr. Milman's poem, called 
* The Fall of Jerusalem ;' shall we meet with 
the same characters here, Aunt?" 

«< We very likely may, my dear,'' siud 
Aunt Jane ; ^^ it is the same historical fact, 
but we must a|k>w a little for poetical 
fiction.'' 

*^ O ! was that the book that made you 
so melancholy, Fanny ?" said Anne. ^^ I re* 
member I aske4 if I might not read it; and 
Mamma said, tb$t I wm not old enough, yet, 
to understand Jts beauties, but that I should 
read it in a few years' time." 

** Yes, it is the same, Anne," said Fanny ; 
^^ I assure you I almost wished that I had 
never read it, I felt so sorrowful for some 
days afterwards." 

^* Well," said Anne, ** I never cried oyer a 
book yetj but I dare say there are some bo<dcs 
very dismal : for Maria, when l^he was ill, was 
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allowed to read ** Evelina/' and you would 
scarcely believe. Aunt, that I caught her 
crying several times !" 

" I am sure, Anne, I do not know how 
you managed, the other night, but I could 
scarcely help crying when Jos was reading ; 
but I thought Tom would laugh, so I tried 
to suppress my feelings,*' said Fanny ; whose 
tender disposition, though it made her be- 
loved, yet, subjected her to many a joke fi'om 
her brothers, 

*« Well," said Aunt Mary, '' I would ad- 
vise that we should go on reading ; for you 
know that our party will be here before very 
long." 

Anne roused herself from her thinking 
mood, and took up her book. 

The Zealots continued shut up in the 
inner temple, surrounded by the guard. But 
they had a secret friend in the city, who 
informed them of all that was going on. 
This was the crafty John, who had escaped 
from Giscfaala in so disgraceful a manner. 
He acted a very sly part ; for he went to all 
the people and pretended to be on their side ; 
and, when he had learnt all their secrets, he 
K 3 
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went and told them to the Zeatots. He flat- 
tered all the principal men^and followed them 
into their assemblies without invitation ; so 
that, when they found thsat every Uiing they 
did was made known to their enemies, they 
began to suspect John of betraying them, and 
they desired him to take an oath' that he had 
not done so. 

John took the oath so readily, that AnMHHi 
and all his party believed him innocent ; and 
they not only received him into their con- 
sultations, but they sent him as ambassador 
from them to the Zealots to propose a peace. 

John went into the temple to the zealots 5 
but, instead of proposing peace, he told them 
of the hazards he had incurred in befriending 
them ; and he advised them to send to some 
foreign nation to eome to their assistance. 
He begged them by no means to make peace ; 
for that the people would never forgive 
them, but would certainly put them to death 
if they opened the gates of the temple. 

John told them a great many other folse- 
hoods to induce them to £ght. The Zealots 
were much enraged at Ananus and the peo- 
ple ; and thinking that they had no time to 
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lose^ they sent messengers immediately to the 
Idumeans, to tell them that they were be- 
sieged by the people in the temple^ and to 
implore them to come and to relieve them* 
They chose two men who were swift of foot, 
and whom they thought would be abk to per- 
suade them. They knew that the Iditmeans 
were a restless people who were fond of 
war, and who hastened to it as if to a feast 

These two men soon reached the rulers of 
the Idumeans, who were much sm*prised at 
the news they brought. They quickly sum- 
moned their people to war, and in a few 
days an army, helEided by four leaders, m£u*cb- 
ed up to the gates of Jerusalem. 

Ananus and the guards, who ^were not 
aware that any messengers had been sent by 
the Zealots, were amazed at seeing this army 
approach, and hasUly shut the gates. Jesus, 
the high priest, addressed the Idumeans from 
the walls, and assured them that they had 
nothing to hope, except from laying down 
their arms. This proposal made them angry, 
and, in answer to Jesus, they accused the 
Jews of being friends to the Romans ; and 
said that tliey would stay with their armom* 
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on before the walls, until they were admitted^ 
into Jerusalem. 

Jesus retired sorrowful. He found the city 
besieged on both sides, and he feared they 
would be obliged to fight against their own 
countrymen. The Idumeans, too, were un- 
easy ; and, in the night, a great storm coming 
on, with thunder and lightning, and earth- 
quakes, they thought that Heaven was dis- 
pleased with them for coming against Jeru- 
salem. The Zealots beheld the storm from 
the temple, and saw their friends fencing 
themselves with their shields, from the rain ; 
and, feeling great sorrow for their situation, 
they got together to consult how they could 
best assist them. 

So they went silently, in a body, out of the 
temple ; and took the saws belonging to it 
with them; and, the wind preventing the noise 
they made being heard by^ the guards, they 
reached the gate, the bars of which they 
cut with their saws, and opened it. 

At first the Idumeans were startled, and 
fancied that A nanus and his party were come 
out against them: but, the Zealots, soon 
making themselves known, persuaded the 
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Idunieans to follow them into the temple. 
The remaitider of the Zealots^ who were 
anxiously watching for them, received them 
with delight. They first killed the sleeping 
watch, and then attacked the others, who 
setup a shout, and the city soon became ac- 
quainted with its dangerous situation. 

Despair seized them when they discovered 
that die Idumeans had got into the temple ; 
and many laid down their arms, while 
others set up a terrible wailing. The cry 
of the women, too, resounded through the 
town, and the storm raged with violence. 

The Idumeans, a very barbarous nation, 
spared nobody; and, as the people were dri- 
yen upon one another in heaps, the ne3ct day 
shewed a sad scene of bloodshed. The city 
was plundered by the Idumeans, who sought 
for the high priests to murder them. 

The death of Ananus, the high priest, may 
be considered as the beginning of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. He was a venerable 
and a very just man, a great admirer of 
liberty, and preferred the public good before 
his own, and peace above all things. 

After the high priests were killed, the 
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slaughter became general^ till the Zealots and 
Idumeans set up a kind of tribunal, where 
they pretended .to have people tried. They 
chose seventy men, and called them judges. 

The first person brought to this tribunal 
was Zacharias^ an eminent citizen, a lover 
of liberty, and very rich. Zacharias was ac- 
cused of a wish to betray his city to the Ro- 
mans ; but, when no proof of this could be 
brought, he stood up, and, laughing at their 
pretended accusation, reminded them all of 
what they had done to disturb the public 
peace ; and made a heavy lamentation of the 
state into which they had brought the city. 

The seventy judges, not knowing that they 
wei'e only appointed in jest, brought in their 
verdict, not guilty; upon which a great 
clamour was raised by the Zealots, two of the 
boldest of whom fell upon Zacharias, and 
slew him in the midst of the temple, and 
threw his body into the valley below. 

The Idumeans were not at all pleased with 
this, and bitterly repenting of their coming to 
Jerusalem, where they had been deceived, 
they said, by false accounts from the Zealots. 
They, therefore, retired from the city mid 
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returned to their own country. Before they 
went, however, they liberated those who were 
Ml the prisons, about two thousand in num- 
ber, who fled to Simon, a man whom wc 
shair have occasion to name by and by. 

The Zealots became still more savage after 
the Idumeanswere gone. They spared no one 
who was respectable or rich. Many attemped 
to fly from the city, but were stopped by the 
guards, and, if poor, sent back again ; but, if 
they were rich, a sum of money was extorted 
from them, and they were allowed to pass. 

The Romans, of course, looked upon these 
domestic quarrels as most favourable to their 
cause; and the commanders of the army 
urged Vespasian to allow them to march, at 
once, against Jerusalem. To their great sur- 
prise, Vespasian would not consent. *' What," 
said he, ** is more to our advantage than that 
they should go on killing each other ? besides^ 
while they are quarrelling, they have no 
leisure to make armour, or to repair their 
walls, and therefore we should have no glory 
in fighting them.*' 

The commanders yielded to Vespadan's 
advice, and they soon found how sensible it 
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was. The Zealots went on in the same 
furious manner^ and hundreds daily perished ; 
some by their eommands^ and others when en- 
deavouring to make their escape : no gentte 
feelingof mercy found ils way into tlie hearts 
of these savage people. 

How indeed could any thing else be ex^ 
pected, when tliey were led on by the pitiless 
John ? He daily tyrannized^ more and more, 
ovet the minds of the Zealots ; and evidently 
aimed at being made their king. This raised 
a divimdn even among the Zealots thern*- 
selves; fiwr, few of them wished for a king, 
and the rest bated John for hts ambition, 
crudty, and cunning ; so that, now, the se- 
ditious were divided into two parties. 

At this time, in4eed, the whole of J^dea 
was in an equally miserable condition. The 
Sicarii, a band of robbers, took this oppor- 
tunity of ravaging the country ; «ii4, while 
the Jews were engi^ed in celebrating ijhe 
feast of unleavened bread, they entered a 
small city called Engaddi. They disposed 
the citizens, and took aw^ ev^y diiiig out 
of their houses, together with the fruits of 
the toad* They carried aU ^hese stores into 
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afiu^rest of great strength near Jerusalem^ 
called Matada, built Ibrmerly by the kings 
as a repositoiy for tbmr treasiu'es during the 
dl»e of war, and as a buryiug-place for their 
dead. Here the Sioarii stationed themselves', 
and collected all the disaffected people from 
ik^ neighbouring countries. 

^ Wdl," cried Aniie, *^I begin tp give 
up all hope now £ar this poor distracted coui^ 
try. The people do not^hew much regard 
lor it, I think, wlien Ib^ can go on so, with 
the enemy at their very gates. I almost think 
they deserve punishment." 

*^ And enough th^ will have, my dear, 
Ihavie no doubt; mgry as .you now are, i 
rather think you will be sorrowftil enougl^ 
liefore you reach tbe eiid of their sufferings," 
said Aunt Jane. 

^M am sure of thftt, too, because I know 
v^ery well what we are going to read id)out>'' 
said Famiy ; who had m her head the recol- 
4eetion of Milman's poem. 

News of all that was gonig on was brought 
T^regularfy by the desertors to Yespauan, 
who really fdt some compassion for tbiam 
unhappy viotims ; andhedeteroiined thathe 
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would not be long befcMre he b€^n the #ieg« 
of Jerusalem. But first of all he mardied 
up to Gadara, to take possesion of that small 
city. A part of the citizens received him 
with joyful acclamsttions; but the rest^ who 
were inferior In numbers^ fled from the city 
at the approach of the Romans. 

Vespasian gave those who received him 
his right hand^ in sign of security, and placed 
a guard in the city, of horse and foot ; and, 
after sending Placiduswith some troops to 
piumie the runaways, he himself and the 
rest of his army retired to Csesarea. 

Placidus ^on overtook the body of fugi- 
tive citizens, who being mostly young hot^ 
beaded men, finding themselves pursued^ 
turned back, and fell upon their enemies^ 
The Romans seemed to retire a little way, 
but it was only that they might I^ the smidl 
body of Jews come on into the mi4sti of thmt^ 
when they^ere surrounded by their horsemen, 
and all flight was cut off. The Jews iu vatti 
attacked the Romus, who were joined d<Me 
togethar> aed walled in with tbc^ armovr.: 
some rushed like vrild beasts i^Mm d» 
swor& of Ifaeir ^lemies, and the rest Were 
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Ittken prtsoQ«»« Placidud then took posses- 
sion of many of the smaller cities, and put 
his soldiers on board the vessels, to pursue 
those who had sailed away upon the lake. 

In the mean time an account reached 
Veapaskm of the commotion in Gaul, and that 
some of the Roman generals and governors 
had revolted from Nero ; so he loist no time in 
hastening the afiairs of Judea, that he might 
return to the assistance of the emperor. 

^^ Gaul was the ancient name for France, 
I believe^ Aunt ?" said Anne. 

** It was, my love/* 

The winter, however, prevented him fr^n 
figfati9g# so he empbe^yejd hin^self in putting 
0arri|Bons iato the, villages and smaller towns. 
He spent two days in settling the i^Surs of 
the city of Antipatris^ and from thence be 
came lo Emmau^ where he fortified his 
camp. He arrived soon after at Jericho, 
wbere he was met by Tri^an. The inha* 
bitanta fled at his approach, so that he found 
tibe city desolate* Jericho is situated at the 
foot, of a naked and barren moontaHi, and 
extaods as far as the dte of Sodom on one 
sid^ and the Lake Asphaltites on the oAter. 
h2 
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On. the opposite side is anoAer mouiitiBSfl 
ealied the Iron Minmtain^ and the eoniitry.be- 
tween these two moubtains is called the ^9at 
Plain. The river JordaB divides it : andrit 
has two lakes/ Tiberias^ md A^haltites ; the 
•Waters of the former are ^ sweet and far*- 
tile, and those c^ the la^t^, salt and barren. 
'Plantations of pahn •trees are seen on the 
banks of the Jordan, but die rest Of tbe plain 
is burnt up with beat, and the lE^r is very ua^ 
wholesome. 

Our party was here interrupted by the arri- 
Vld ofiBL few of their vlfeitors withr thair work- 
bag^ in %heit hands. Aunt Mary ai^ Aittit 
Jane, Who were charitably dii^oaed, aad^wha 
were likewise much respected in the neigk^ 
bourhood, had proposed to afll their friends 
that they should meet once a month at each 
other's homes, to make ctothes for the poor, 
each giving a small snbsci^ption, and each 
having alternately the power of recomm^od* 
ing a poor neighbour to the AO^e of the 
charity. There were so mapy poor in the 
neighbourhood, and, 1 should likewise say, i$o 
many well disposed ladies, that the Ameiltf 
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bad much increased sipce its estaUishment^ 
and new rules were made* This evening 
about twenty ladies met at Longfield, and 
after tea^ which was always a merry meal 
with them, for there was plenty of gossip, 
they got the tables out and set to work. Aunt 
Mary was secretary^ and sat with her book 
before her, ready to note the names of those 
who had been rdieved^ and of those who 
wanted relief. Miss Mayer, of the Marsh, with 
a few more notable ones, sat with their large 
shining scissars at a round table, cutting out, 
and preparing the work. Miss Ellen Rhodes 
and Miss Wilson, the visitors, for the last 
month, were seated round Aunt Mary's table, 
relating all they had seen, and all they had 
done, during their daily rambles ; whrle good 
old Mrs. Brooke, whose eye-sight was indi^ 
ferent, sat in the bow* window with a large 
flannel petticoat in her hand, chatting freely 
with Fanny and Anne, who were much 
amus^ed with the droll stories she told them, 
though they were careful not to let their 
mirth interfere with their work, which they 
fancied themselves highly honoured to be in? 
trusted with. 
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Thb next morning, Fanny and Anne rose 
^ early and walked out before breakfast, to carry 
the two little caps they had made the evening" 
before, to a poor woman who lived at Harts- 
hill. They had received Aimt Mary's con« 
sent the night before, and directions where 
to find the cottage ; and as it was a fine fr^h 
morning, and the birds were singing, and the 
ploughboys whistling in the field, they en* 
joyed their walk amazingly. 

They easily found the cottage ; fitted the 
caps on the bead of the unwashed child, aiid 
tripped home again, heartily rejoiced to see 
their Aunts seated at the breakfast table, ready 
to begin breakfast. Aunt Jane, moreover^ had 
« pteeed before •each of their plates a cabbage- 
leaf full of black currants, which she had 
herself gathered fresh from the trees that 
morning. 
They talked over the last night's meeting; 
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and Aont Maiy could not help congratulating 
herself upon having gained the society -so 
good a patroness as the rich Miss W., who 
had alrieady placed in her hands a handsome 
donation^ which had nearly doubled the funds 
of their little treasury. All the little domes- 
tic arrangements were soon settled; the party 
were summoned to the shady bow-window 
by Aunt Jane^ and Anne had the pleasure of 
again finding herself in the dignified situa^ 
ti<m of reader to the party. Her little book 
was soon opened^ her maps spread out with 
care^ and she read on. 

Vespasian having fortified all the towns 
round about Jerusalem^ and placed garrisons 
in them, was preparing to march to the capi- 
tal itself^ when news reached him of tlie death 
of Nero, the Emperor of Rome. 

*^ Do you remember, my deaV Anne, reading 
an account of the death of this cruel emperor 
in the little History of Rome, which I gave 
you for your last birth-day present V* said 
Aunt Jane. 

** Yes, indeed. Aunt, I do,'* said Anne. I 
remember that a plot was laid against him, 
and that he ran away with a few of his friends, 
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and killed himself in some hiding-place about 
Rome/' 

^^ Friends he had none^ I should think," 
^aid Aunt Mary ; ^' he might have had slaves. 
Bul^ however, go on, Anne: for I think we all 
remember about this cowardly emperor." 

Vespasian gave over fighting for a time, 
until he saw who was elected emperor by the 
Romans; and when he heard that their <;hoice 
liad fallen upon Galba, he still would not pro- 
ceed, till he received directions from the new 
emperor. He sent Titus to salute him, and 
to wait his commands. Agrippa set sail <m 
the same errand with Titus ; but before they 
had got far, they heard that Galba was slain, 
after a short reign of seven months, and that 
Otho had taken the management of the go- 
vernment upon him. 

Agrippa continued his voyage to Rome, 
but Titus resolved to return and join his 
father. The suspense they both were in, 
prevented them from pursuing the Jewish 
war until they saw how things went on at 
Rome« 

In the meantime, another civil war arose 
in Jerusalem. A man of the name of Simon, 
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not SO erafty^ but superior in strength of 
body to John of Gischala^ came to the Sicarii, 
or robbers^ Vfho had possessed themselvtes of 
th^ fortress of Masada^ At first they would 
not trust him, and only aUowed him to enter 
the lower part of the fort ; but his manners 
Mdd habils 90- wiell* agreed with their own^ 
tlmt they soon allowed him to accompany 
them' jn their littie expeditionB. Being fond 
ot pcmef, he began to tyrannize over them 3 
but finding that be couM not get them to do 
aU he desired they should, he left them, and 
ti^ired to Uie mountainous part of die coun- 
try. While he was there, be proclaimed 
liberty to alt ia slavery^ and rewards to those 
who should jokv bim ; so that he soon had a 
sla^ng body &( men about him. He first 
overran the villages that lay near him in the 
mountainous country ; then he ventured 
iixweat down-, till by degrees he became so 
fi»rimdable, that many powerful men joined 
him ', and liis army, which was at first only 
composed of robbers, were now as obedient 
to him as to a king. 

He built a wad iH>und die village of Nain, 
whteh served himefor a fort ; and he enlarged 
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the paves, and concealed in them all the 
treasures of which he had robbed his comi^ 
trymen. In fact, he made no secret that ht 
was preparing his soldiers for an attack upon 
the Zealots themselves in Jerusalem/' 

^^ What, another party raised against poor 
Jerusalem?'' cried Anne.. *VCMi! Aunt, it it 
really too much for, one city to bear; eiramies^ 
within, and enemies without the walls V* 

^^ It is impossible to imagine a more me» 
lancholy situation, indeed, Anne," said Aunt. 
Jane. 

Simon increased bis power very much 
indeed, by taking possession of the city ol 
Hebron, the capijtal of the countiy of the 
Idumeans. Thi^ city the inhat^tants boasted 
was the most ancient one in the country; 
more ancient even than the famous city of 
Memphis, in Egypt. They also said that it 
was the residence of Abraham, and the place 
from which his posterity descended intofigypt^ 
and that their monuments, in very fine mar** 
ble, were still shewn there. 

About three quarters of a mile there was a 
very large turpentine tree, which th^y boastr 
ed had been there ever since the creatkNi of 
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die warld. Simon^ however^ laid the cpuntry 
waste> and like locusts^ which leave a whole 
fitfegt bare, he left aothiug but a desert 
behiiid liiin. 

llie success of Simon in the country or 
the Idumeans alarmed the Zealots^ who laid 
ambushes for bim^ and seized upon his wife^ 
with her att^idants. They returned with 
joy to Jerusalem^ and thought that SimoK 
would surely make pc^ce with them in 
order to get back his wife. Simon was in no 
very merciful humour, when he heard of 
the capture of hi9 beloved wife. He came 
in a fiiry to the walls of Jerusalem, and like 
a wild beast, revenged himself on every one 
who came in his. way. He caught and tor- 
mented whoever came out of the city gates, 
even if they only came to gather sticks or 
lierbs. He cut off the hands of a great 
many citiziens, and sent them back to the 
city to frighten the rest. He told them to 
tell their countrymen that, if they did not 
send him back his wife, Simon had sworn 
he would break down the wall, and cut off 
the hands of all the citizens. 

These threats frightened not only the 
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people but the Zealots too^ who, sent him 
back his wife^ on condition he would leave off 
such.sai^ge conduct. When Sinum had set 
his wife free again, and got her. back from 
the Zealots^ be returned to the Idum^ans, 
and^ driving tibtem all before him, he forcod 
great numbers into Jerusalem, where 1^ 
followed ,them, and again surrounded the 
widls, so that no one could go out or come in. 
In fact, he became a.more crael tjnrant with- 
out the walls, than J<dm was within them; 
and many of the afflicted Jews would have 
fled to the Romans for sutocour and pootec- 
tion, but that they were not aide to pass the 
gates without being insulted by Simon. 

John of Gischala^ the tyrant of the city, 
became at last so odious to his own party, 
that most of them revolted from him^ and 
even sent to Simon to invite him to come 
into the city. Simon granted them his lordly, 
protection in a very arrogant manner> and 
entered the city to deliver it from the Zea-^ 
lots. . He then attacked the temple, where 
John aqd the few who. remained with him 
had retired; it was so weU fortified, that 
they attempted in vaiDt to get possession of 
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it, and were becoming weary of the work. — 
For a while we must leave the Jews in this 
disgracefol war, figl^ng their own brethren, 
and wasting that iltrength, whiefa they ought 
to have saved to make their country free, 
in private quarrels with th^r fellow c<Miiitry^ 
men. 

Vespasian was again stopped in bis pro- 
gress against Jerusalem, by hearing of die 
melancholy state in which his own country 
was plunged. VitelKus had arrived at Rome 
from Germany, and brought with him a great 
number of German soldiers ; so that all houses 
were filled with his armed men. These Ger 
mans were so astonished at the splendou. 
which they saw iux>mid them, gold and silver 
shining every where, and such a profusion 
of riches, tliac, not being accustomed to any 
thing of the kind, they plundered wherever 
they could, and often committed murder, to 
enable them to steaL 

Vespa^an naturally felt indigent that the 
government of his country, of Rome, the city 
of whkli he feto so pro«d, should be tossed 
about as it were from one person to aootber ; 

M 
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4ad he was vexed to think that he was tpa 
far from her to avenge her cau9e^ or to see 
that his countrymen were better treated. 

His own troops shared his indignation. 
The commanders and soldiers met together in 
companies, to consult how they could ml^er 
things; they began by declaring that. they 
never would obey Vitellius, while Vespasian, 
their beloved General, who had earned so 
much glory by his victories and his justice, 
w&s' living: he, who so richly deserved any 
honour which his country could bestow upoa 
him, whose age and experience even entitled 
him to it ! They lastly decided that the sol- 
diers, the saviours of the empire, bad a right 
to choose an emperor for themselves. With 
one voice, therefore, they declared Vespasian 
emperor, and they went to4iim, and impl<:|red 
him, as he loved his country, to take upon 
himself the government of it. Vespasian's 
anxiety had been for his country; he had 
felt no wish to exchange his own safe si<^ 
tuation, for one so hazardous and uncertam 
as that of emperor, andhe therefore positively 
refiised their request. But th^y rushed in 
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to htm with their swords drawn^ and fi[>rced 
him to submit to their Widhte^ and to idlow 
them to salute him emperor of Rome. 

Vespasian immediately sent to the Egyp- 
tians^ to desire tl^em to acknowledge him for 
emperor. He knew very well that without 
the assistance of this powerful nation, which 
supplied all Italy with corn, he could not 
^pect to make good his cbdm. The Egyp- 
tians readily took the oath of obedience, and 
their example was followed by all the cities 
of Judea that were in the hands of tiie 
Romaftsi upon which Vespasian went into 
Egypt, and remained there tilt news came 
from Rome t^t Vitellius was killed, and that 
Vespasian was hailed emperor by all the 
Romans. Addr^ses of congratulation were 
'^nt to him by all the cities of his empire, 
which were so numerous, that Alexandria 
could scarcely contain all the people who 
cnme. At this time of rejoicing, Josephus 
was not forgotten : he had prophesied, when 
be was first taken prisoner, that Vespasian 
would soon be made emperor;. and Vespasian 
therefore released him from his bonds, and 
M 2 
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set him free ; and the generous Titus begged 
bis fisUber not only to take his chains off^ biit 
also to let them be cut to pieces^ that all the 
world might know that they never ought, to 
have been put on. So Vespasian ordered it 
should be done^ and a man came in and cut 
the chains to pieces. 

As the winter was now far advanced^ Ves- 
pasian made haste to go to Kome^ and aent 
his son Titus with an army to finish the con- 
quest of Judea. 

^^ But I wonder wh&t became of Jo^opbus^ 
Aunt/' said Anne; "will he join theJttwif 
agatn^ do you thinks and fig^ against tiie^ 
Romaic, whom he admires so much ?" 

** I remember/' said Aunt Jane^ "read* 
ing the life of Josephus, written by .himself^ 
in which it is mentioned^ that, after he was set 
free, he was sent with Titus to the siege of 
Jerusalem. Here he was often in great dan- 
ger, both from the Jews and the Romans : the 
Jews wished to get him into their p^wer, 
tlmt they might punish him ; and the Romans^ 
whenever they were beaten, fancied tlial 
Josephus had betrayed them. He alwi^ 
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found a friend, however, in Titus, who was 
too generous himself to believe any thing that 
was said against him.'' 

*^ Well," said Fanny, ** I think Josephus 
was quite as well off as he deserved. I, for 
my part, should admire him much more if 
he had joined his countrymen again, and 
helped them to set their country free." 

^^ Yes, F^nny," said Anne, " it looks 
quite as if he did not care what became of 
his country, if he himself were safe." 

" Josephus's conduct is not easy to under- 
stand," replied the mild Aunt Jane ; *^ but 
we ought not to forget how much he had 
suffered by the repeated suspicions of the 
Jews, and, on the other hand, how merciful 
the Romans had been to him. And now, 
my dear Anne, let us return to Jerusalem, 
although I own the conduct of the inhabi- 
tants greatly shocks me.'' 

After a long and painful journey, partly 
on foot and partly in a ship, Titus reached 
Caesarea, having resolved to stay there and 
collect his army before he proceeded to 
Jerusalem. 

In the mean time the factions in that city 
M 3 
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had increased to three^ one faction fi^hdng 
against another ; and they ccmU be compared 
only to the mad ravings of an animal^ which, 
for want of other food^ begins to tear its own 
flesh. The rulers of the different Actions 
could not beafr to see the others tyrannil^e, 
because they wanted- to have all the power 
in their own bands. Simon was the head of 
one party, John of another^ and Eleazar of 
another. 

Fanny. In the " Fall of Jerusalem/' the 
book that^ Papa gave me, they are called 
Simon the assassin, J^n the tyrant, and 
ISkazar the zealot. 

" And very well named too, I think, my 
dear/' said Aunt Jane. 

Simon had possession of the lower part of 
the city, and he had to defend himself from 
the attacks of John, v^bo was in the upp^, and 
who could throw stones, and darts, and jave- 
liiis, without any danger to themselves, upon 
Simoa's party* But Elei^sar, who was in the 
temple, above the upper city, could annoy 
John and his party in the same manner, 
though they too received darts and stones 
from below, which frequently killed even the 
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priests ia the temple. In consequence of 
this constant waifare^ all the buildings about 
the temple ireve burnt down, and it was.be* 
come a desert place, ready for fighting in on 
both sides ; and likewise all their supplies <>f 
com, that would have lasted them for yean^ 
Avere burnt down : they were therefore 
tfareiatenedwitha dreadful famine, in additioti 
to their other misfortunes. 

The^ great body of citizens, who had never 
wMied to fight, either against the Romans or 
against one another, began now even to wish 
for the Romans, to put an end to this unnatural 
war; but they could do nothing. Guards 
were set at every plaee^ and the only thing 
the three factions agreed in, was to persecute 
those who wished for peace with the Ro- 
mans. The noise of the fighters, and the 
lamentations of the peaceable citizens, filled 
the city. The despair they were in was 
dreadful ; they took no notice of o«e another ; 
they did not even bury the dead bodies of 
their friends, fiw- they expecteii soon to join 
them* 

Thus Aey went on, when Titus, giving 
orders to bis men to meet him, began his 
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march to Jerusalem.. He was joined by 
three legions^ two of whom had fought and 
conquered under his father; and the thirds 
who had been formerly beaten by the Jews, 
were anxious to recover their fame by acts of 
valour. A friend of his, Alexander Tiberius, 
formerly governor of Alexandria in Egypt, 
came and joined him, and was made one of his 
generals. 

The auxiliaries met him on the road; then 
followed those who were to prepare the road 
and measure the camp ; then the baggage, 
and the soldiers completely armed; next came 
Titus himself, and his pikemen. All these 
preceded the engines, and after the engines 
came the ensigns, and the tribunes, and the 
eagle; then the trumpeters belonging to them; 
then came the main body according to their, 
ranks, every rank being six deep. The ser- 
vants followed with their baggage, and the 
guards brought up the rear. 

Titus marched on in this order, through 
Samaria to Gophna, and when he had lodged 
there one night, he took another day's march, 
and pitched his camp in a valley, called by 
the Jews the Falley of Thorns, between 
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three and four iHilea from Jemsaleni. There 
he chose a few select horsemen, and went 
to take a view of the city, to observe what 
strength it possessed, and how courageous 
the Jews were, and whether the sight of him 
would frighten them into submission. 

" I think, Faraiy," saW Aunt Jane, " that 
I heard you repeat to your Papa, on Sunday 
evening, some lines which would be appli- 
cable to the part we are now reading/' 

" Yes, Aunt," said Fanny, *^ they are opt 
of the Fall of Jerusalem, and what Titus is 
supposed to say^ when he first sees and la- 
ments that he must destroy tAiM city. The 
description of the ^mple struck me, and" I 
thought Papa would be pleased by my lea^n- 
ing them to say to him.'* 

" Repeat them to us, then, my dear," said 
Aunt Jane, *^ and speak slowly and distinctly, 
that both I and your sister Anne may hear 
them." 

Fanny willingly complied, and repeated the 
following lines : — 



It must be! 



And yet it moves me, Romans ! it confounds 
The counsel of my firm philosophy. 
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That ruin's merciless ploughshare must pass o'er. 
And barren salt be sowed on yon proud city. 
As on our olive-crowned hill we stand. 
Where Kedron at our feet its scanty waters 
Distils from stone to stone with gentle motion. 
As through a valley sacred to sweet peace. 
How boldly doth it front us ! how majestically ! 
Like a luxurious vineyard, the. hill side 
Is hung with marble fabrics, line o'er line. 
Terrace o'er terrace, nearer still, and nearer 
To the blue heavens. Here bright and sumptuous 

palaces. 
With cool and verdant gardens interspers'd ; 
Here towers of war, that frown in massy strength. 
While over all hangs the rich purine eve. 
As consdous of its bdng her last farewell 
Of light and glory to that faded city. 
And, as oux clouds of battle dust, and smoke 
Are melted into air, behold the temple. 
In undisturb'd and lone serenity. 
Finding itself a solemn sanctuary 
In the profound of heaven ! It stands before us 
A mount of snow fretted with golden pinnacles ! 
The very sun, as though he worshipp'd there. 
Lingers upon the gilded cedar roofs : 
And down the long and branching porticoes, 
On every flowing-sculptur'd capital. 
Glitters the homage of his parting beams. 
By Hercules ! the sight might almost win 
The offended majesty of Rome to mercy. 
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^^ Thank you, Fanny/' said Aunt Jane. 
** I took particular pleasure in hearing you, 
because you repeated the lines so slowly, that 
I could hear every word distinctly. And now, 
Anne, let us hear a little more before it is 
time to give over." — Anne went on reading. 

As Titus was riding along the wall which 
led to the city, a number of Jews leaped sud- 
denly out of the towers called Women! sTowers, 
near the monuments of Queen Helena, and 
standing directly opposite his horse, pre- 
vented him from going on to the rest of 
his men. But few of his own soldiers were 
with him, and they were so wedged in, that 
they could neither move forward nor retreat. 
Nor did the other soldiers know in what a 
dangerous situation he was placed, but fan* 
cied that he was still in the camp. 

So Titus perceiving that his escape mu«^t 
be owing to his own valour alone, called 
to his men to follow him, turned his horse, 
and rushed through the enemy's troops. His 
soldiers kept quite close to him, and, though 
the enemy with a shout burled darts and 
javelins at them, they succeeded in breaking 
through the ranks. Two only of his brave 
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followers were killed, one of whom fell 
from his horse, and the other got sqiar- 
*rated from his companions ; but Titus with 
the rest escaped, and reached the camp in 
safety. 

As soon as Titus was joined by his third 
legion, he removed his camp to a place called 
Scopus, or the Prospect^ within a mile of the 
city, which commanded a view of the fti- 
mous temple. Here he fortified one camp, 
and another he nmde a few furlongs off. His 
army was again joined by another legion, 
who received from Titus orders to eiMamp 
about three quarters of a mile from Jerusa- 
lem, at a mount called the Mount of Olives^ 
which lies on the east side of the city, and is 
parted from it by a deep valley called Cedron. 

<^ Well, my dear AwEne,'* said Aunt Jane, 
as she saw Anne closing her book at the 
entrance of the servant to lay the cloth for 
dinner, *^ your curiosity will soon be gra- 
tified, for we fire actually beginning the ac- 
count of the famous siege of Jenisalem, 
prophesied by our Saviour, and which was 
the cause of the total overthrow of ttie 
Jewish nation/' 
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^ Yes, Aunt, I am very glad that we are 
getting to the famous siege ; and I expect to 
hear of wonderful inventions, like those of 
Josephus at the siege of Jotapata. Biit^ ^r all 
that, I shall be sorry when it is all over, and 
when 'my little book is finished/' 
•; ^^Oh ! I dare say, Anne,.! shall be able to 
find some new history, ev^i more interesting 
than t^is ; and if i perceive that you remen&ber 
this, I may, perhaps, look out for oae even 
before your next birth-day," smd the kind 
Aunt. 

" And let us coi^e and read it here Aunt, 
where we are so nice and snug ! I am sure I 
can attend a great deal better. than in the 
school- room atiiome, wliere there is always 
so.mueh noise, and Sam is for eversaying his 
long lesson to Mrs. Johnstone/^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 



As Aunt Mary had dropped a hint of an 
excursion to Mbucaup that very eveniilgi 
our little party lost no time in assembling 
aftei* dinner to their book iand their tvorK. 
They even gave up their stroll to the bottoili 
of the fidd^ iviiich indeed had become almost 
impracticable, as the vreather had very ra* 
pidly become hot during the last t^ro days. 

Antie, vdth n lodt of very great impor-^ 
tance, took her station on her little stool niear 
Aunt Jane, and began to read. 

Before we begm this celebr^;ed siege, we 
must give a short descriptiokt of die city of 
Jerusalem itself, a city so favoured and re- 
nowned. 

*^Itisinthe very centre of Judea, I see, 
Aunt, in the map/' said Anne. 

It was built upon two hills, opposite t6 
each other, and divided by a valley, on the en- 
trance of which the houses terminated. One 
of these hills, on which the upper city was 
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built, was much higher than the other, and 
was named by King David, the Citadel. The 
other hill, called Acra, on which was built 
the lower city, was in the shape of a crescent. 
The vftlley, which separated these two hills, 
bad the singular ii^me of the Falley of the 
Ch^^$mrumgerSf and extended as far as Siloam^ 
a fountain celebrated for the abundance and 

the sweetness of its waters. 

* 

Fanny. That is the fountain^ Aunt, where 

Itfiria^ goes every nigbt to. fetch water and 

fruits for her &ther> Uie assassin Simon, when 

. the famine is SQ drea4fol. 

» « Aunt Jans. You mean in the poem of the 

^ Fiall of Jerusalem ? 

Fai^ny. Yes, Aunt $ it is described beau<- 
' tifullly th^re. But please to go on, Anne : 1 
*i .- beg your pardon for intei'rupting you. 

. The two. lylla on which the city was built 
were fortified by three walls on every side, 
except on the sides where the preqipices led 
*' into the valley, which being impassable, were 
guarded oiAy by one wall. 

Of the three walls which guarded the city, 
the most ancient one was built by King 
David, and finished by Siolomon, and sur* 
N 2 
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4 

rounded that part of the city in which the 
temple stood. 

The second wall surrounded the. northern 
part of the city. 

The third wall was built by King Agripp^ 
to guard the new part of the town, Qnd after 
passing the sepulchral caverns, it joined 
the old wall at the valley of Cedron. This* 
new part of the city was called ,. Bezetha* 
The towers upon these walls were of an 
amazing height, and were as solid as the 
walls themselves. They contained rooms, 
and cisterns for rain-water, which were , 
^ascended to by a very broad staircase; and * 
each walLhad a great number of these towers, 
Three of the towers, in the qM wall, wete^- 
Ijuilt by Herod the Great, ^ in honour .of his -• 
friehd, his brother, and Jiis wife. - 

** Ah ! the poor Mariamne,^ Aunl^" said 
Anne, .^* whom he put to death so cruelly, 
and then jrepented of it !" 

The name of one of the towers was called * 
Hippicus, from his friend of that name ; ano^ 
ther was .called after his favour^e brother. 
Phasaelus 5 and the other Mariamne, which, 
being in honour of a female, he ornamented 
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more, and made it rixore beautiful/ though 
not so strong as the otbets. 

These towers were not made of common 
stpne, they were of white marble 5 and each 
UockVas an immense ' size, so that when 
finished they had the appearance of one solid 
stone, cut into the shape of stairs. Witbiil 
the wall on which these towers stood Herod 
had built himself a palace, of a. very curious 
construction. The wall and towers formed 
a part of the palace, and each tower con- 
tained a hundred bed-chambers for his guests, 
which were ornamented with a variety of 
precious stones, collected from all parts of 
the world. The vessels in these chambers 
were all of gold and silver, and the cham- 
bers themselves were surrounded with por- 
ticoes supported by pillars of different mar- 
bles. Between the towers were groves of 
trees, with long walks through them ; and 
cisterns and canals of water, with brazen sta- 
tues, out of which the water ran. 

Herod*s dove-courfs for tame pigeons were 
here, which were so famous ; indeed it is a 
difficult as^-well as a painful thing to de- 
scribe this fine palace, which was burnt and 
N 3 
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nearly destroyed, not 6y their enemies, the 
Romans, but by the quarrelsome Jews them- 
selves. 

^^ I think I should like very much, Aunt," 
said Fanny, ^ after we have done reading 
Josephus, to read some travels to Jerusalem, 
to hear how much of all these beautiful places 
remain.*' 

^^ I have no doubt we can find some travels, 
Fanny," said Aunt Jane, ^^ and most happy 
shall I be to gratify yoiu* curiosity ; but I ipar' 
we shall not find that much of the Old Je- 
rusalem was left, even in the time of Jose- 
phus.'' 

" Oh, Aunt !*' cried Anne, ^ remember how 
merciful Titus is ; I should think he would 
not destroy more than he could possibly help.'* 

" Well, we shall see," said Aunt Mary j 
** if you read on, that will he the shortest way 
of ascertaining the fact." 
. Anne,, who was very fond of laying down 
her book, and indulging a long thinking fit, 
was soon roused, and Went on reading. 

The temple^ that famous building erected 
by King Solomon, was situated oipon a bill. 
At first, the plain on the top of this bill was 
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hardty large enough^ for the sides were all 
like precipices ; but Solomon threw up banks, 
and levelled it, and it became a large plain 
on the top of the hill. The Jews had built a 
Vail from the very bottom of the hill, round 
three sides of the temple ; th^y then sur- 
rounded the upper courts with cloisters, and 
afterwards the lower courts too. 

These cloisters were double, and the pillars 
which supported them were of one block of 
solid white marble, and the roofs adorned with 
cedar, curiously carved . On entering the tem- 
ple, tlie visitor passed these first cloisters to the 
second court of the temple, where there was a 
partition made of stone, low, but elegant: 
upon it were placed pillars at equal distances, 
upon which was written the law of the tem- 
ple, thai no foreigner shmtid go within that 
mmctuary / for this second court was called 
the sanctuary, and was ascended by four- 
teen steps. Beyond the steps was a piece of 
level ground, and then another flight of steps 
leading to the gates. On the north side there 
were eight gates; on each of the others, 
four, except* the last, which had only- two. 
Nine of these gates were covered on each 
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side wi^ gold and silver^ and on^, lettditig t(> 
the holy bouse^ wasimide of Corinthif^n brass. 

The holy house itsctlf was placed in the 
mi^t of the inmost coiyrt, and was ascended 
to by a flight of twelve steps. 

Before the door of the honse was a v^ of 
the same sjze as the dfx^. It was a Babylo- 
nian curtain^ and embroidered with blue, and 
scarlet, and gold^ and fine linen. The scarlet 
colour r^resented fee ; the linen or flax, the 
earth ; blue, the air; and purple, the sea. 

The first part of the temple which any one 
oK^e^ed contained the candlestick, the table 
^f shew bread, and the altar of incense. The 
seven lights which were burning in the ican- 
dlestick signified the seven planets, and the 
twelve loaves on the table of sb^w bread, the 
twelve signs of the zodiac. The inner part 
of all the temple was called the Holy of 
Holies, and was not to be entered into or seeti 
by any person. 

The outside of the temple was most bril-^ 
liant and curious. It was covered with platen 
of gold, which were bright and dazzling. Its 
top was covered with spikes. 

In front of the temple stood the altar^ 6f 
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a square form, with the corners prcjccting 
like horns, and the passage up to it was an 
insensible acclivity. 

The temple was guarded by the tower of 
Antonia, which joined the cloisters, and was 
built by Herod, and in which a Roman legion 
Fas^tioned. 
This short description of the city and of 
'^ the temple will sepve fonthe present, to assist 

us to understand what was going on there, 
when Titus made his first appearance with 
his besieging army at the walls. 
^ n ^ Simon liad at this time in the city under 
bis command fifteen thousand mep, includ- 
ing the . Idume^Qs, who also obeyed him) 
«^ John had ^^ thousand men, and was joined 
* ' by two Ibousftnd' Zealot^ with Eleazar, their 
' . cCmman^. * - . 

< "* The people who would not join, either of 
« • these two parties, were plundered and an* 
noyed by both. 

The quarrels between the two parties did 
not cease, even when the Romans were at the 
very walls, but they continued fighting : Si- 
mon having possession of the upper city, and 
John of the temple. 
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While the afihirs of the Jews were in this 
disgraceful situation, Titus rode round the 
city, to fix upon the spot best suited for his 
attack. He found the valley inaccessible, and 
decided upon a part called the monument of 
John the High Priest, in which the wall Waii 
lower and less guarded than in oth^r p^rts,- 
because it was in a part of the new city but 
little inhabited. By this means he thought 
lie should get to the third wall, and so ott 
Utrough the tower of Antonia, ta the temple 
itself. As he was f etiirning, however, a darfi 
^m a Jew struck the shoulder of his friend « 
Nicajior j who, with Josephus, had ventured 
(op aetu" the walls, to talk aborit terms of 
peiM^e; and thU ctrcuotstande n^ade Titui 
angry, and made hii^gi resolve tx^ lose-no time 
in beginning the siege. ' * . ■ ' ■ '^ 

He gave his men orders: to set the suburbs 
on fire, and to collect aH the wood to raisie 
banks against the walls, so that the trees 
tvere cut down immediately^ and the suburbs 
left bare. 

The Jews in the mean time were not quiet ; 
Simon, who was nearest the place of attaick. 
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brougbt his engines of war^ and set them at 
diftances upon the wall. 

Thejr bad taken these engines at different 
times from the Romans, hut xtere so little 
skilled in unng tkn^m^ that they were almost 
useless to them : however they contrived td 
cast a fiiw stones and arrows up^n the Romans 
who ^were- making the banks, and th^i ran 
«at in compan^s and £raght them. 

But the^ngmes that the Romans had were 
mudi larger and more deverly worked, and 
repelled the Jews, and ev«^ drove tiiem away 
from the waUs. The fitones these engines sent 
were immeitsely large, and carried a great 
l¥ay, and being white and very bright, the 
watchmen on Uie walls could see when they 
were coming, and cried ^loud in their own 
language ^^ the son comeih,'^so that those who 
were in its way s«bod off^ or *threw themselves 
oh the. ground, and the. stone did no harm : 
but the Romans perceived this, txkd blackened 
the slione 4ill over, so that no x>ne could see 
it was coming till it was quite near, and a 
great deal of harm it did. 

" What can it mean, Aunt,*' said Anne/' 
by the ^$on cwnetk V " 



dbyGoogk 



144 WARS Off TUB JBWS* 

^^ These words have been in vain attempted 
to be explained; my dear Anne/' said Aqnt 
Jane, ^^ by people who cam read Josephus in 
the original language/' 

" What language was itwrittoi in. Aunt?'' 
said Anne. 

^^ In the Chaldee language, my dear.'^ 

When Tikis had finished his banks, which 
he did, although greatly opposed and hm-* 
dered by the Jews, he statioi]^ his engines 
at work very near togelher, ami the noise of 
them all made a most dreadfid sound. The 
Actions in the city now perceived how 
foolishly, as well as wickedly they had acted, 
in fighting against one another, instead of 
joining agauist their mutual foe ; so both sides 
laid aside their disputes and their hatred, and 
joined together in one body. 

They ran round the wails with torches^ 
which they threw against the engines, while 
the bolder jumped down upon the hur- 
dles that covered the machines, and pulted 
them to pieces, and destroyed every thing 
they met. 

The Jews,' however, having left off their 
attacks for some time, the Romans fanciat 
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tbcy had retired from fatigue or from feai% 
and dispersed themselves through the camp ; 
when the Jews sallied fcwth again, and car- 
ried their arms up to the very fortifications 
of the ^mp; and a furious engagement 
took place. The Jews absolutely forced the 
Romans to retire, till Titus rode up among 
them, and with his own hand slew twelve of 
the enemy, and drove the rest into the city. 
He took one prisoner, too, whom he caused 
to be crucified in front of the walls, as a 
warning to the reftiof the Jews. 

The next night agreat disturbance happened 
amo&g the Romans : Titus had given orders 
that three high towers should be erected ; and 
in ^e middle of the^nigfat, when all was calm 
and still in the Roman camp, one of these 
towers fell down. The crash was dreadful : 
and the Romans, not knowing what had 
happened, and seeing no enemy about, were 
afraid of one another, and crept about in a 
disconsolate manner, demanding the watch- 
word of every one they met. They remained 
for a long time in this panic of fear; till 
Titus, who was informed of what had hap- 
o 
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pened, gave orders that they should all be 
made acquainted with the real fact. 

These towers were indeed so troublesome 
to the Jews, that they would gladly have 
destroyed them all if they could ; instead of 
which, they were so high, that they could no 
ways reach them j they were too heavy for 
them to overturn, and too well guarded with 
plates of brass for them to set fire to. The 
Jews nick-^named the largest of these huge 
towers Nico, because it conquered all things ; 
and the effect of the darta^and stones thrown 
from it was so dreadful, that they were forced 
to retire from the walls, and to lodge under 
shelter. In fact, a great many grew lazy, and 
fancied there could be no necessity of guard- 
ing the wall at all. 

The Romans now mounted the breach, 
which had been made by Nico ; and all the 
Jewish guards immediately retreated to the 
second wall, whilst, those who had gotten 
over the first wall opened the gates:, and 
received all the army within it. Thus the 
Romans obtained possession of this wall on 
the fifteenth day of the siege, when they de- 
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molished a great part of it, as well as the 
northern parts of the city, which had also 
been demolished by Crotiiis, on a former 
occasion. 

Titus pitched his camp within the city, at 
a place called^ ** the camp of the Assyrians ;^^ 
but took good care to keep out of the way of 
the darts of the Jews. While the Jews, a 
little more on the alert, divided themselves 
into bodies, and determined to guard well 
their second wall. 

John and his party fought from the tower 
of Antonia^ and from the northern cloister of 
the temple ; while Simon and his party sta- 
tioned themselves before John's 'monument, 
and fortified it as far along the wall as the 
the tower Hippicus. 

When the Jews made sallies upon the 
Romans, they were generally beaten, because 
they wanted the skill of the Romans^ but 
when they defended themselves upon their 
walls, their courage was roused by the 
thought of their danger, and they frequently 
fought with success. 

Neither party grew weary, but were vexed 
when night came^ and they were forced to 
o 2 
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separate. The Jews could take no rest by 
night, for fear the Romans should take their 
wall ; and the Romans were equally afraid of 
the sallies of the Jews : so that they all lay in 
their armour during the night time, and were 
ready to fight again the first thing in the 
morning. 

The great ambition of the Jews was to 
obtain praise from their commanders; and 
above all from Simon^ for whom they had 
the greatest veneration and dread, and for 
whose sake they would have even killed 
themselves. 

While, on the other hand, how could the 
Romans, for shame, grow weary of fight- 
ing, while their own beloved commander 
Titus was with them ? He was every where 
present ; he fought with them, and could see 
who fought bravely, and was always ready to 
reward. 

Every soldier thought his fortune made, 
if he were esteemed by Titus, so that they 
frequently, in his presence, attempted even 
more than they had strength to perform* 

While the two armies stood within view of 
one another, a Roman, of the name of Lon- 
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ginus, belonging to the equestrian order, 
leaped in among the Jews, and with despe- 
rate violence killed several of them, and then 
fought his way out again to his own party. 
Many of the Romans would have followed 
bis example, but Titus disapproved of it: 
^^ Such fighting,** said he, ^* is inconsiderate 
rashness, which has nothing to do with va- 
lour, and that is true courage alone which 
is guided by sense." 

Titus had no wish to see his brave com- 
panions foolishly throw away their lives, and 
he was equally qareful of the blood of his 
enemies. . 

Ten of the Jews, led by a man of the name 
of Castor, lay in ambush behind a part of the 
wall against which Titus directed an engine 
to play. For a time the men lay still under 
their breastplates, as if in great fear ; but at 
last, when the tower was actually shaken, 
they got up, and Castor stretched out his 
hand to Titus, and begged for mercy for 
himself and followers. Titus, believing him 
sincere, stopped the battering-ram, and de- 
sired that no more stones should be thrown 
rill he had heard what Castor had to say, for 
o 3 
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he thought now that the Jews were feally 
going to repent. 

Castor told him he would come. down> if 
Titus would give him his right hand for 
security. 

Titus answered, that he was well pleased 
with such conduct, and that he would give 
all his friends, as well as all the Jews in the 
dty, the same security if they would come 
^ver to him. 

Five of the ten men who were with Castor 
likewise pretended to adk mercy, while the 
other five cried out aloud that they would 
rather die than be slaves to the Romans. 

Castor kept them disputing, and in the 
mean time sent word to Simon that he might 
take some time to consult what was. to be 
done for the safety of the city, as he would 
delude the Romans, and keep them still for 
some time. At the same time that he was 
sending the message to Simon, he appeared 
openly to be persuading his companions to 
accept of Titus's oflFer 5 while they seemed 
very angry, and flomnshed about their naked 
swords as if they would rather die than 
yield. Titus looked on, admiring the cou- 
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ri^e of the men, and pitying their sufferings. 
During this interval, one of the Romans shot 
an arrow at Castor, and wounded him in the 
nose. They pulled out the arrow, and shewed 
it to Titus^ complaining of the unfair treat- 
ment he received. Titus reproved the sol- 
dier who shot the dart,^nd desired Josephus, 
who ,was standing by him, to give Castor his 
right hand for security. 

Josephus was too crafty lo be taken in, and 
he told Titus that he was sure it^ was all 
pretence, and that nothing good was meant, 
and therefore he refused to go, and persuaded 
those that were with him to do the same.^ 

Castor, however, kept calling out that 
some one should go and receive the money 
which he had about him ; so a foolish fellow, 
named Eneas, went running up to him, when 
Castor threw a large stone against him, 
which missed him, but wounded another 
soldier who was in the way. 

Titus, finding himself deceived, was very 
much irritated, and ordered the engines to 
begin working again, while Castor and his 
companions set fire to the tower they were 
in, and leaped into some caverns below. 
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which the Romans knowing nothing about, 
they thought that these men had leaped into 
the fire, and admired their bravery. 

And now our studious party were inter* 
rupted by the unusual noise of carriage 
wheels driving up to the door, where they sooa 
were all assembled, greeting Jos, who ha^ 
driven two of his sisters in the gig; and Tom, 
who with Maria had ridden on horse-back. 

This was an agreeable surprise to Fanny 
and Anne : for Aunt Mary was fond of a little 
mystery, and had said not a word of this ex- 
pedition to Moncaup. 

The gig and Billy, with Bobby and the 
mare, were consigned to the stables, to have 
a feed and a little rest, while Aunts 
and Sisters and Brothers sat down to their 
tea, and talked over all the news that was 
stirring. All was going on very well at home. 
Mrs. Johnstone had been tolerably good-na* 
tured 5 their friend Patten was come to spend 
bis holidays there ; but had so bad a cough 
that Mamma insisted upon his staying at 
home to nurse himself. John was to come 
from school the very next day, and Papa had 
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sent his love to my Aunts^ and be hoped 
they would bring Fjuiny^and Anne home 
on Sunday^ and spend the day there them- 
selves^ that he might see all his boys and 
girls and relations about him. 

A post-chaise, which Aunt Mary had sent 
for, now drove up to the door, and was 
a signal for the bonnets to go on again. 
Maria again mounted her pony, with Tom 
for her companion ; Fanny and Anne jumped 
into the gig with Jos; and the two other 
girls filled the post-chaise with their Aunts, 
besides two baskets of refreshments provided 
by the thoughtful Aunt Jane. 

OflF they set : the gig preceded ; the post- 
chaise followed at a steady pace; and the 
pony riders now and then kept along side 
of the gig, and now and then condescended 
to chat a bit with the occupiers of the post* 
chaise. 

Many a mile had they to ride, till they 
came in sight of a great piece of flat country, 
in the centre of which was the picturesque 
hill of Moncaup. A shout was heard from 
all the party as they came in sight of it, 
but they had a long ride through a rough 
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kiud of avenue before they actually arrived at 
the bottom of the hilK When they did so, 
they alighted from their carriages, which 
were put under the shelter of some large 
oaksi, the horses being well supplied with a 
bundle of hay for each of them. Jos and Tom 
having undertaken to carry the baskets of 
provisions up to the top, the whole party 
began to mount the hill. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 



They had plenty of adventures before they 
got to the top. The hill was very steep in 
many parts, and here and there great pieces 
of rock jutted out, covered over with wild 
flowers and bilberry bushes. 

Fanny had brought her tin for flowers, and 
did not mind a scramble when she could 
not get them without ; and the younger girls 
were still more eager after their favourite 
bilberries. Jos and Tom were constantly 
called for, to help them out of some scrape ; 
and if Aunt Jane had not kept a good look- 
out, the baskets they had in charge would 
often have been left behind. 

At last they reached the destined spot. 
On the very top of the hill some gentlemen of 
the neighbourhood had erected a little build- 
ing of grey-stone, to resemble a low ruined 
tower, and it had- a very good eflTect, It 
formed so good a shelter for the few sheep 
and donkies which found their way up to the 
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top of the hill, that they had long had it en- 
tirely to themselves, nature having provided 
the parties who vi&ited the hill with a niuch 
better parlour. To this parlour our little 
party directed their steps. It was a flat 
surface of some yards extent, and covered 
with dry mossy grass. A huge perpendicular 
piece of rock rose on one side, and sheltered 
it from the wind and the sun, and at the 
bottom of this rock was a well of very clear 
and cold water. Here they sat down, and 
Jos took out his Grerman book, and read to 
his attentive hearers the continuation of the 
interesting story of Aristomenes and Gongou* 
When he had finished, they again dispersed, 
and amused themselves according to their 
different fancies. Aunt Mary had not for- 
gotten her microscope, and Fanny supplied 
her with abundance of flowers j the yoimger 
ones, with Jos and Tom as their leaders, 
played at hide and seek among the rocks, 
and more than once were in real danger of 
being lost; Mobile Aunt Jane and Sarah 
emptied the contents of the baskets upon the 
grass^ and spread them out ready for the 
party when they should re-assemble. 
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Anne and Eliza came running first, eager 
to tell all their adventures ; how Jos had been 
lost, and they had been round and round the 
hill to find him, till his hat dropped out of 
an old stumpy oak-tree, up which he had 
climbed ; and how he pelted them with acorns 
till they were glad enough to run away, 
Anne told how she went running up to the 
ruin, where she was sure she had seen him ; 
but instead of Jos, she ran against the 
horns of a goat, which was startled by the 
noise she made, and came running out of the 
ruin. 

When they had told all their adventures, 
however, and had time to think, they began 
to look at their fi*ocks, which were not a little 
stained by the bilberries, and in many places 
torn too. ** What will Mrs. Johnstone say ?*' 
exclaimed Eliza. " Oh ! Aunt Jane,*' said 
Anne, *^ you must speak a good word for us ; 
all our play-hours for a week to come 
will be taken up in mending our fi-ocks.'' 
*^ Well/' said Sarah, ^' let us wait till we get 
home ; don't let us spoil our pleasure now, 
by thinking what we shall do to-morrow.'' 
^^ Ob! do look. Aunt ! what can the matter 
p 
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be?'' cried Fanny. They all looked round, 
and saw Maria^ Jos^ and Tom, coming slowly 
np the hitl. Jos was leaning on the two 
others, as if he walked in pfdn, and his hand 
was wrapped up in, a pocket-handkerchief. 

However, when he saw them look fright- 
ened, he began to laugh, and cried out, *^ 01 
do not be alarmed : I hare only scratched my 
hand, and sprained my foot in leaping from 
tlie tree ; it was very provoking, diat I shoQ^ 
not see that sharp pointed rock^ all covered 
with briars.*' 

The whole party now sat down on the grass, 
^nd much did they enjoy the t-aspberry puffs 
and ginger beer which Aunt Jane had brought 
them. Their rambles and sports were over, 
for Jos was the soul of all their games ; and 
as they had a good way to return. Aunt Mary 
again Summoned them. 

Jos was obliged to lean on his two sisters, 
whom he was able, however, to drive home 
again ; and as the Longfield- party now all 
got into the chaise, those on horseback and 
those in the gig had only to proceed directly 
to E *„*, which was not more than half the 
distance. They shouted *^ good night : we 
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i^all meet again on Sunday ;''' and ^^ tbietfik 
you, thank you, Aunts ;" and, turning down 
alane, were soon out of sight ; while the party 
in the chaise journeyed on to Longiield, and 
q[uiekty retired to rest, promising to be up 
earJy the next morning, as they had no time 
to lose in fihisbing. Josephus. 

The next morning they all met in very 
gay spirits, though Aunt Miury reminded 
them that they should {mt on graye faces, as 
th^ had a great deal of serious work to get 
through, that morning, al the siege of Jerur» 
salem. ^ 

• They promised to keep very stiUy and soon 
the good Aunts were ready with, tfafe rug: <^^ 
the knitting ait theboiw^wlndow; atid>Anne^ 
spread out. her Qiaps before^hcar, which, sfab 
sakl, gave^n air of importance to her, tliougit 
she did not think they w<^ld^be wantediito^ 
day : she then began to read. 

Titus soon made himself ma^er of the 
ti%cotid wall, and entered that part4)f the city 
where the merchants sold t^eir wool, and 
where die market, for cloth was, and the 
brazils' riiops; imd if he had immediately 
demolished the wall, and let in all his troops, 
p 2 
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his conqiiftst over tbe ei%Y woufai have timu 
soon completed. 

Bdt Titus, as we have said before wns w 
lover of bloodshed } the hope be co^stantlgi 
had that the Jews would repeat, made him 
keep his soldiers back : be was desimus, iC 
possible, to save the city, and to save the 
ten^le too, for the sake of the city.; and he 
would neither allow his soldiers to set fire to 
the houses, nor to phmder the inhabitants. 

The people in the cii^ ware well ineUoed 
to peace } but die soldiers laughed at the hu« 
manity of Titus, and threatened to put {^ 
men to death who shouU Is^evea of peaee. 
They attacked the Romans, drove a gi:'eat 
many out of the city, and pwBued tibem dowa 
the narrow ]aae% wbeaee they had greatly the 
advantag^^as being acquainted with all the Ut- 
tfe bye paths. Indeed, all the Romans who h«d 
entered the city would have been killedf If 
Titus had not ordered his i^cbers to stimd at 
Ae entrance of these lanes, and prevent the 
Jewsirom coming into ihem ; audhe htmsdf 
stood with them, shooting darts at whoevei^ 
approached, till all his soldiers bad reti'eated 
out oi the cii^. 
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The fighting men in the city were not a 
little pleased at having driven the Romans 
away after they had gained the second wall > 
and they began to boast that the Romans 
would never venture in again; and that if 
they kept within the city themselves, they 
could never be conquered. 

But they were very short-sighted; they 
did not perceive that a famine was creeping, 
in, that terrible enemy to besieged towns. 
Poverty had for a long time been felt by the 
better sort of people, many of whom had 
died for want of necessaries. But this was 
very little regarded by the seditious, who did 
not care what becameof their peaceable neigh- 
bours, so long as they could keep up the war. 
They little cared, therefore, what became of 
those within the city, at the same time that 
they vigorously defended themselves from the 
Romans* Tliey covered themselves with their 
armour, and formed a kind of wall of their 
bodies, which, for three days, the Romans in 
va^ attempted to cut through : on the 
fourth day, however, they were obliged to 
give way tQ the furious attacks made upon 
them. They fled, and the Romans again be- 
p3 
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came masters of the second walU And Ihis 
time Htus was less lenient: he dcfstroyed 
the wall^ and putting garrisons into the 
towers on the south of the city, he made 
preparations for assaulting the third and 
last wall. 

However Titus paused a little before he 
began, and thought he would again try eit^r 
to persuade or to terrify the Jews into obe- 
dience. It was the time when the soldiers 
were to receive their pay, and upcm this oc* 
casion he had them drawn out in battle array 
in front of the city, and each soldier had his 
money given him. They marched out, op^i- 
ed the cases in which they kept their arms, 
themselves in their breastplates, imd tteir 
horses with their gayest trappings on. The 
sight was very brilliant, and to the Jews 
most terrible, to see so fine a body of men^ 
glittering in their armour, in all their 
strength. The houidea in the city were filled 
with spectators ; and the whole of the city, 
together with the old wall, lined witii people, 
gazing with consternation in their looks. 

Even the seditious trembled ; but as they 
thought themselves sure of punishment if 
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tbey gav^ up, with sad l6ol«rhardiiie8a they 
were detersained to go on fighting. 

It took the Romans four days to carry the 
money to all the legions ; and on the fifih^ 
as no signs of a wish for peaee appeistred on 
the part of the Jews^ Titus divided his armyj 
and Jbegan to raise banks^ both at the tower 
of Antonia and at John's nionument. His 
great aim was to take tlie temple^ witliout 
which he conld never be secure of the city, 
as the people wonld retire there, and teaze 
him with perpetual sallies. While he was 
making these preparations, he sent Josephus 
once more, to address them in their own 
language, thinking th^l one of tlieir own 
epuntrymen might have a better chance of 
succeeding with them. 

Jojsephus, with his usual caution, rode 
round the city first, to see where he could 
station liimself out of the reach of darts from 
the city, and then he made them a long 
speech. He begged them ^^ to spare them- 
selves, thdr country, and their temple. To 
remember that the Romans had already dei- 
molished two of their walls, and were now 
bent upon taking the temple. If they 
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thought it right to fight for ^ their liberty, 
they should have done so at firgft^ and not 
have remained so many years in slavery^ and 
then rise up and turn against their masters. 
He reminded them, that in the Romans they 
had noble masters, whom many great naticois 
were proud to obey ; and^ in all ages, the 
weakest must yield to the strongest. That 
the Romans knew that famine was creeping 
into the city, and that sooner or later they 
must have the city, for the famine would 
fight for them, even if their own arms failed. 
He earnestly, therefore, intr^ated them to 
yield, and ofiered them the right hand of 
Titus for their security." 

He was interrupted in t^e midst. of his 
speech by the Jews on the walls, some of 
whom abused him, while others laughed at 
him, and threw darts down upon liim, as if 
to threaten him. 

But he was no ways terrified, though 
vexed and angry at their conduct. " Insen- 
sible men!" he cried , out, *^ you seem to 
forget, though I cannot, Hhe misei'ies you are 
devoting your families to. I have a family 
within your walls, and th^t too not an igno* 
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bie one t apd I cwuot, without horror^ think 
of them, as suSi^ring the slow consuming 
tgonies of hunger, or the ravages of the 
sword. Bi^t it is not for them alone I am 
anxious : take my own blood, if that wilt save 
you ; most buppy shall I be to die, if you will 
but return to your sen8e^ nfter my death.'* 

Josephus's speech softened the hearts of a 
great many of the people^ who left the city, 
and came for refuge into, the caipp of the 
Romans. 

Jfot Simon and Jobqi more blood-thirsty 
than ever, did ^ot <mce think of giving up 
fighting, and furiously sbt|t up the gates to 
prevent any one from e^cap^g. 

The madness of these people increased 
from day to day. They plundered the rich, 
iind ransacked their houses for com, which 
they declared was concealed there4 If they 
lottud any, they punished them for hiding it; 
and if they found none, they tortured them to 
discover where they had put it. Many poor 
starved wretches there were, who sold all 
they had in the world for one measure of 
either bariey or wheat (the richer wheat, 
the poorer barley), and shut themselves up 
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in tbeir houses, to live upon this as long as 
they could. Many ate it without grinding, 
while others made bread of it, but had no dis- 
tinct meals, snatching up the bi*ead, and de- 
vouring it as it came half baked from the oven. 

And sad it is to think, thiat while the poor 
and weak were thus suffering the horrors of 
famine, the stronger and more powerful were 
living in abundance. 

We can have no idea of the state of mind 
to which famine reduces its miserable vic- 
tims : mothers snatching the last morsel from 
their children*s hands, and children pulling 
the food out of the very mouths of their 
fathers ! When a liouse was shut up, it waS 
considered a signal that the family were eat- 
ing, and then did tlie robbers break open the 
door, and snatch the morsels from the hands 
of those who were eating. Even the aged ' 
atid the children had their victuals torn from 
their niouths in this terrible manner. 

Thus were the poor affiioted, while Simon 
and John got what was taken from them, and 
shai*ed it with the other men of power. N6 
city ever was more dreadfully afflicted by 
crime and by poverty. 
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Titus felt great compassion for them : but 
he went on with the siege, fancying he had 
no power to prevent their sufferings. He 
had now raised up four great banks. The 
one against the tower of Antonia was de- 
^royed by John, who from within had un- 
dermined the space of ground upon which 
the bank was built^ and supported the ground 
above with beams laid across one another. 
He had then a number of materials brought, 
covered with pitch and bitumen, and set 
them on fire. As the fire consumed the cross 
beams that supported the Roman works, the 
bank fell in with a prodigious noise. Smoke 
]Hid dust arose in thick clouds^ and by de- 
grees a clear flame arose^ which spread a 
sudden terror over the Roman legion ; and 
this disappointment happening just as they 
hoped to gain a point, cooled their hopes for 
a time. 

Two days after this, Simon made an at- 
tempt to destroy the other banks, for the 
Romans had placed their engines upon them, 
and had already begun the wall. He set on 
two or three Jews, headed by a man named 
Chagiras (or lame man, from bis usual ill 
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luck), who snatched some torches, andnished 
out to fire the engines of the enemy. These 
men broke through the Roman soldiers, and 
did not stop till they had Hred the machines ; 
nor would thfey retire till tbey saw the flames 
actually ascending. Then the Romans issued 
from the camp^ and the Jews from the walls 
met and fought them face to face. In vain did 
the Romans attempt to pull the engines out 
of the fire : the Jews caught hold of the bat- 
tering ram, although the iron was red-hot, 
and the Romans, surrounded by the flames, 
and unable to save the engines, were glad to 
retire to their camp. 

The Jews continued to follow them, and as 
they were joined by numbers from the city, 
their assault became almost irresistible ; nay, 
they proceeded as far as the fortifications at 
the camp, and fought the guards themselves. 

There stood, however, in front of the 
Roman camp, a body of men in armour, who 
succeeded one another in turns. The martial 
law of the Romans was very strict about 
these men, for it was death to any one of 
them who left his post. These soldiers 
would rather die fighting than turn their 
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backs, to Ije killed afterwards by their own 
countryiueu, and the battle, therefore, be- 
tween them and the Jews became very fu- 
rious. Indeed the Jews, though they had 
not equal skill, were so desperate, that the 
Romans could no longer keep their ground* 

Titus, who stood upon the tower of An- 
tonia, watching the fight, reproached his 
soldiers for allowing the Jews to put their 
camp in danger: he then went round' with 
a body of chosen troops, and fell' upon the 
Qank of the enemy, who turned immediately 
to defend themselves. 

The two armies were now so mixed to- 
gether, and the dust they raised was so great, 
that friends could no longer distinguish 
friends, and the Jews fought without know- 
ing who they were killing. They fought, 
indeed, from utter despair, for they had no 
hope of ever reaching the city again. — The 
Romans fought with equal bravery, for the 
love of glory 5 knowing, too, that Titus 
was present, to see and to reward their 
valour; notwithstanding which, the Jews 
made their way back into the city, and the 
Romans despaired more than ever of tak- 

Q 
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ing a city, defended by so desperate a see 
of men. 



** Well, iny dear Anne," said Aunt Jane, 
^^ I thank you, and I think we must now 
give over reading for a short time ; and as 
the morning is cool, what say you to a batch 
of weeding ? My strawberry beds are sadly 
smothered." 

Anne was very ready : and Fanny eagerly 
pressed Aunt Mary to take that opportunity 
of examining with her a variety of very pretty 
wild flowers and heaths, which she had gar 
thered the preceding evening on Mottcanp* 
Withering's Botany was soon put upon the 
table, in the room of Anne's maps, and the 
parties dispersed till the afternoon. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Nothing bttppetied after dinner to pre- 
vent our party from sitting down to their 
worlc and going on with their book. Fanny 
kad made great addition to her botanical 
Uftt, by the flowers she had brought with her 
from Moucaup, which were now consigned 
to &e lal^e leaves of her blotting paper book, 
and placed under a press. 

The rug bad made so good a progress dur- 
ing this week's work, that Auat Mary was 
vastly pleased, and even thought she should 
have it ready to put down by the next Dorcas 
meeting. 

Anne opened her book, and with a sigh 
at seeing it so near its end, she went on 
reading. 

Titos now called a council of war, to consult 
what was to be done. Some of die boldest of 
the cbiefe advised that the whple army should 
q2 
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attack Jerusalem at onoej wbile the aiore 
cautious ones were for raising banks Ant. 

But Titus did not quite approve of eitber 
,of these plans. U^ was a^xious^ for his ^vffi 
glory, that the Romans . sbouki uiMiertake 
some great work,jaad at the same time b^ 
wished the siege to be quickly fioi^bed t he 
therefore proposed to byildoi wall round the 
whole of th^ city^fi^emsalem> which would 
either drive tlw fi\Xi^im^M> dc^piur, b); cifffrnf 
off all meaps of fiscai^, , or. would r«duiH^«|p: 
more completely b)f fa^UkS. 

These rea^ns w^?. j^gri^ed to- by bis^o^ 
cers; and Titusj, adrter.4iFiding hispwuqMip 
into bodies, set theiqa ta ^ork to bu^d tb^ 
wall. Each soldier vas ambi^ioiiB ta please, 
and therefore the work got pu. The waH 
was about five miles in length, an4 fiitreiig^ 
ened by thirteen buildings lor garrispns. }$ 
is almost incredible to relate, that the wbf4f^ 
was completed in three days. 

Titus himself went round the wall nn the 
first watch of the night, to see that th.eg!B^r4i 
did their duty ; and twa of his frjead^ did the 
same at the other two watches* • r 

Now all escape was really cut off fcam tbtt 
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fKHfr Jews, and famine hastened its steps, Md 
4en>nred wHole femilies. The upper room« 
^ every house wei*e fitted by dying wo- 
mmt and children, while the lanes of the 
45ity were strewed with the bodies of the 
jig^d. The young men wandered about the 
^fl^ket places Uke shadows, and fell down 
dead in the streets* 

Few were buried : for the sick were not 
.^Btrdng enough to perferm that office for their 
friends 5 and those who still were healthy, 
were frightened by the numbers they should 
have to bury, if they began. No lamentations 
were heard, for those who saw others die, 
^cpecfeed theniMlves the same &te soon. 

A deep siteilee wife kept in the city ; nor 
did any one -move about, except robbei-s, who 
w^reeven more frightfol to l;he citizens than 
death itself. The seditious at last gave or- 
ders that the dead' bodies should be thrown 
ever the city wall into the vallies below. 

As Titus was one night going his usual 
rMnds, he passed the vidlres full of dead 
bcklies, and the sight made him groan. He 
lifted up his hands to Heaven, and prayed 
thai this might not be his doing. 
o3 
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The RoQum i^Uli§rs» how^v^^ fek Amm ef 
this.{M^iable pHy« They ifVtere supplied wUb 
jQoi:« Qod wioe from the iieigbb0tirias.€Kn]»- 
tries, aud they took a.pri^Q m shewing dmr 
Itf^py situation to ;tt|^r, starving eiMfflticsf 
they held tbeit meal; up to the walk, and 
even pretended t^(waate it, in order to tor- 
ture the Jews. 

Sli)l the seditions would not yidd t tbey^ 
were aliHe inseMiWe to pity or to ftufiem^';^ 
^d Titus went on wiMi bi^ preparations for 
jO^tack. He raised ^ise^ banks^ alAough his 
iioldkrshadtaleteh the wood at least &mr 
.or five miles round, for ail ike trte» abeeiit 
the city had h^&et ^«Mly eul down. 

The CQuolry indeed e» hth i> c d ameknicholy 
appearapim t witt^mt tire^- or smy of thwe 
pleaisant. gardsBs, thajt bad before made Ibe 
counlxy round Jerusalem ao very.pmtly. . . 

A stranger visitiftg.Jenisalem or i^ neiffa* 
bottrhoQd>,«Aer some years? absanee^ would be 
at a loss to know the plaoe agmn ^ formarly 
«o fisimous for its gvandeur and ftvliliiy, and 
now so desetate and barrttti. 

At length, aftec t^enty^nae days of bard 
labour,, the banks were oamflated^aad H«re 
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items^ ' The Jdwa could hare, no hope of 

string: the tSiyy mAms these* banks were 

Janrnjldowoj and the Btaians deepi^red.of 

IfOring it; if these banks shonM faiL The 

A9inan soldiers thewB^^ea began to. fed 

"weaiy with consent labour i^ wiitdiing, 

|M»1 tl^y were disheartened too by the steady 

courage of the Jews^ the fighting pi^t (^ 

mh6m.9& U»h seemed to overcome. 

; Bi»t the qwifolsome^ disposllion of the 

Jfewsjia.tbe tiif helped the Romans aioite 

Ihaa mj thing. They wem not nuanimoiit; 

aikd went about in di^inet parties^ sometimes 

withQp»e.')e9Uter>aod,9onMtimes with another. 

Xha Imfe jtUc« ;lbd RMaans did was to 

gnaiYl weUb the«e biNlka^ which were of $lieh 

gf^illstmfwIaMHMOthMi I and neMto aimck 

the Jenvfiop^ir waUa^ mhichtbey did with 

their; bMltmni^nifns and engines^ «id «o.sue- 

tieM6i|Ny»tthail the J^n^twene. forced to rehire 

wkkmUmrilff,. XhQ.:Itpmam tbe» idaeed 

the engines against the tower of Antooia ;. 

while the ' Jewif tikfiew slous md davts^ and 

wergr thing tlM^'CMld pick up> to pcerent 

'4ifxniMy»»«HK3MKUQg^ Same, few o£ Abe 
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Romans, however, covered themselves with 
their shields, and reached the tower, and, is 
spHe of the woonds they received, they m»p* 
naged, by means of crovrs and their hands, to 
remove four of the stones fpom Jts fmrndi^ 
tion. Night came on and prevented imy 
more fighting: but the vratl had bera so 
shaken by the battering rams,that itgave way, 
and fell down suddenly. ^ ^ 

The Romans expeeted great thiiq^ firom^ 
this accident : but in the morning what was 
their siurprise and vexation to behold a new 
wail, which John had built within the <A4 
onel 

The Jews, on the other hand, were not 
afraid, so long as they had their tower of An- 
tonia standing, giant-like to protect them. 
Although the attack of the new wiUt ooidd b» 
attended with no great danger, it having 
been built so hastily, yet Titus found his sol- 
diers unwiUing to venture } so he assembled 
the bravest of them round him, and addressed 
them thus t 

^ My fellow-soMiers I I call ycm together 
to remind' yoQ that ypu are Romans, bom to 
conquer ! Will you, Romans as you avi^> 



dbyGoogk 



.WAfi^S <9i^ T^ JBW8. 177 

jbe> jnlBTior in ooumfe lo the Jews, ooren^ 
mies? You, who have gained almost aU the 
^MrM, will 70^ now despair, before a handfiil 
of. delp^iMe madmen ? Pluck up ypur 
4iomBg^'my ^^ouintr^naien^ and you will so<hi 
tofi^fc: tine hearts of these fn^iittes, and ma^ 
perbapfi> eoii)q[t(er tb^m withwt bloodshed 
)f we. jBfaiti ibe to^er erf Ant^ma^tlie city 
Aeon will be our$. Audi should blush for 
4lii|ijici>|fJ did not ^ake that maato be envied 
iwb^iMBt mmmts tim^Mw^. If there is one 
m in&jti arteqrvbrili'e i^B0iis^>t0 ai^«p« ftneli 
^^ilhing^ and^ if tfastf malt escapes iwilh bis 
li£(l he shUlt have command over men wbo 
ar^.now but hid^efoate/' 

:l^%Hm i lids < ^deepbv ttiosti et ;4he soMiers 
wm^i mtti&sd M Hie tboi^ta of bo miicli 
dai^ar : buit t&etie wasmte man aiboag them 
iR^hAe cdur^e.seeaned equal :to 1;be att^npt* 
Hm^tXiime ^was Sabinus ;. he was= by birtb a 
3oNAan y*^ poor, littie> thin^ w^eakly faiokmg 
ttami Bui .tins Iklle man itadc a aoost hj^roic 
S0QI9 and a mind greater than his bodj^. He 
waritbefi»t totiae, ami said, ^H, O Csesar, 
will b«: tbeifiisit to mount tba wall, aud 
m»y:SUciBe»ii>att^idi mea .butremembec, if 
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I fall, that I volunteered my life for your 
gaker* 

When Sabinus had said this, with his left 
lland he spread his shield over his head, drew 
his sword with his right, and marched up to 
the wall. Eleven others resolved to imitate 
his brave example, and he led the way. 

The Jews who guarded the wall of course 
threw darts, and rolled large stones down 
upon these men. But as for Sabinus, he put 
the darts aside, and would not be stopped 
till he reached the top of the widl, lu^ put 
the enemy to flight. The Jews were asto* 
nished at his great s^ength, and fancied that 
he was followed by numbers 5 they were 
retreating, when Sabinus, who had already 
gained the top of the wall, stumbled over a 
stone, and fell down upon it headlong with 
a very great noise. Upon this, the Jews 
turned back, and finding him alone and fallen, 
they threw darts upon him from every side. 
Sabinus got up upon one knee,covered himself 
with his shield, and for some time defended 
himself against them all, and wounded many. 

But his right hand was at last forced to 
give way, from the number of wounds he bad 
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received y till at lengthy when his body was 
quite covered with darts^ he fell down and 
died. 

Sabinus deserved a better fate, though his fall 
was to be expected. As for his brave comjia- 
uions^ three of them were killed with stones as 
they were ascending the walls, and the other 
eight, being wounded, were pulled down by 
the Romans and carried back to their camp. 

Two days afterwards, however^ an attempt 
was made against the tower with more suc- 
cess. Twelve of the men who kept watch 
upon the batiks got together, and called to 
them ^he standard-bearer of the fifth legion, 
and two others of a troop of horsemen, and 
one trumpeter. 

These men crept gently along, at the ninth 
hour of the night, through the ruins, up to 
the tower of Antonia. They cut the throats 
of the first watch, who were sleeping, got 
possession of the wall, and ordered the trum- 
peter to sound his trumpet. The rest of the 
watchmen started up from their sleep, and 
fied, without waiting to see how mf^ny of the 
enemy were got in% Titus, upon hearing the 
sound of the trumpet, summoned his army> 
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aod leading his officers on himself, he as^* 
tooded the wall, and was followed by tbe^resft*- 

The Romans now all rushed to the temple^ 
thinking th^ city taken if once they had 
possession of that : whlle.both parties of tiur 
Jews joined in their anxiety to prevent tfaesft. 

So a terrible battle was fought at the &bm 
trkwce, the Romans forcing their way into 
the temple> and the Jews driving them back 
iiKto the to^er of ^^onia* Darts and speare 
were theofwn ilnvqf: each party drew. their 
swords, and fellf/upom erne aiK>tfaer,. hand t9 
hAiid^. The placet was: so small, that thisy 
foQgfat at random^.and the- noise of the heavy-* 
armed JAomans falling on- the ground was 
very tremendous. 

Whichever side was for a time vfctorlous 
set up a\loud> shout, while the vi^qutshed 
weve almost leqoally noisy in. their lamentA^ 
tions. Theife wax. room. neither foi* flightnos 
pursuit; Jtboee who came behind pnsh^OA 
the foremost^ till they m^ face to fiice witl^ 
their rcnemies* - 

But the violent zeal of the Jews was too 
much for the $kill of the RoBiaM, and Ae 
battle wai ahieady iii tJtmbt fiivour. It 
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1m4 lifted a great Qumb^r of bouos^ aod stiU 
fresh JewB came po^r^ng from the city t» 
defend their teo^ple^ while but a part of the 
Rottaaarmy.oouldeoflaeMp* For the {iiesent, 
thfir^foret the B4Qifta«» were oUiged to be 
content with tke eoaqiiest of the tjiHrer pf 
AotoQia.^ 

^ We should, pot omit to meotipn here aoo* 
iher iastapce of Homaa vaknir> in a oeaturioii 
of the iiame of Julian. He was by. birth m 
fiithyniaa, a man of great fame^.owiag to his 
dull in wao the ptr^g^ of his body^ and the 
tfourage of bis sf^vi* This . man ww standing 
by Titus in the tower pf Antonia wl^en the Ro^ 
mans were giving ground* .He:leiH>0d AomtEk, 
and widi his single arm alone putr the Jews to 
flight, and made.them retireiae fisr as the cor- 
ner of the kiMr temf^* Tlie J«ws fl^froos 
him HI crow^^ Iwscying his stmigth more 
^an humaa. On he rushed through the 
midet of them, as they were Ayimg, and killed 
aU whom he eaughi* 

Titus watched him eagerly, woadertng^l 
hie extraordiimry deeds : b«t at last te saw 
him Steele imd fidl on the pavement of she 
temple. His cAmesyHke those of all Bomam 
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Boldiers, were full* of thick and sharp narls^ 
•o that when he ran on the pavement of the 
temple, which was smooth, being inlaid with 
marbles of different colours, no wonder h3» 
slipped. The noise his armour made in fall** 
log caused those who were running away- to 
turnback. The Romans set up a shout at 
seeing their fellow soldier in danger ; while 
the Jews rushed upon him in crowds, and 
stnick him with their spears and their swol-ds 
on all sides. He held his shield up, and 
wou^ed many with his swotd ; but be in vain 
attempted to rise : he was as often throwfl 
down again, and after a brave defence, W9^ 
Hilled by the numberless wounds he received 
from the hands of his surrounding Enemies. 

Titus, who had been looking oa witih great 
intetest, felt much concerned at the melan-* 
cfaoly fate of this brave man, and often a^ 
tempted to rush up to his rescue $ but the 
nature of the place prevented him, nor could 
he find any one willing to follow in so dan<* 
gefoua a scheme. 

The Jews, caught up his dead body, aad 
pursued the Romans to die tower of Antonia^ 
where they shut tbem up* Many of the Jewi, 
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too, performed wonders that day, and gamed 
great fame in the city. 

. Titus now gave orders that his soldiers 
shoidd dig up the foundations of the tower 
of Antonta, ami make a passage for the rest 
of his army to come up. He then sent for 
^losephus^ and desired him to talk to his 
countrymen^ and offer terms of peace to John, 
if he would but spare the temple. 

•John would not listen to.Josephus, whose 
speech^ which was isterrupted by his tears 
and groans, had more, effect upon the better 
kind of citizens, many of whom would* have 
left the city and joined him, if they had not 
been afraid of John. There were some, 
however, who escaped, privately, -and went 
to the Romans : among these were some of 
the nobiUty, and many of the high priests, 
and the high priests' sons. 

Titus received these men kindly, and sent 
them to a small city called Gophna, to re- 
side there till he should be able to restore 
them their possessions: and happy were they 
to have escaped the horrors of war, and 
to be rilowed to live peaceably. The JcrwB 
then gave it out that these men had been slate 
Ji 2 
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by the Romans, since they were not to be 
seen, and, by this report, prevented many 
others from escaping. Titus, therefore, re- 
called these men from Gophna, much to their 
regret, and sent them with Josephus round 
the walls, to shew themselves. But their 
tears, and their intreaties that their country- 
men would leave off fighting, and spare the 
city, were only laughed at by John's party. 
Titus, seeing that nothing could soften the 
hearts of these men,, found himself obliged 
to continue the siege ; and he gave orders 
that his army should attack the guards of the 
temple about the ninth hour of the night. 
He himself put on his armour, and was ready 
to go with them : but they all joined in en- 
treating that he would not endanger his ovm 
person. They should fight better, they said, 
if they felt sure that he saw them, and that 
he himself was safe: so he stationed himself 
in a high place in the tower of Antonia, 
from which he could overlook all that was 
going on. 

The soldiers sent to attack the temple, 
did not however find the guards asleep as 
they hoped, and were obliged to fight them, 
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hand to hand, which gave time for the qtber 
Jews to come up, when a terrible battle wat 
fought* The Romans fought with valour^ 
for they knew that Titus was watching.thems 
-the Jews, too, fought with no less courage, 
for they were defending their sacred temple | 
and after many hours fighting, neither side 
Imd gained ground, and they again separated. 

The Jews in the temple took courage, 
and came every day to drive away the Ro- 
mans on their banks, and at last they tried 
another stratagem. They filled the space be> 
tween the beams of the outward cloister of 
the temple, with bitumen and pitch, and all 
manner of combustible things, and then re- 
tired into the inner cloisters, as if fatigued 
with the labour of fightmg. The Romans;, 
who saw them retreat, but who did not know 
,what they had first done, eagerly followed 
them, and putting their ladders to the clois- 
ter, made haste to get up. When the cloister 
was full of men climbing the ladders, the 
Jews set fire to it, and the flames burst out 
with a tremendous flash. 

The Romans were seized with consterna- 
tion when they fo|ind themselves surrounded 
R 3 



dbyGoogk 



106 WAfts o9 TMs jmirs. 

by the iettts; sdiiie tilirew thetineclvet ddml 
baektrards into the chy> and mM[ae feUam^ig 
dieir enemies^ and nMny jumped do^n to 
their own companioas and broke tlieir Umba. 
The only consolation they had in their di»- 
tress^ was to pei^ceive that Titus was grieted 
for them : for he called out to them^ and 
urged the soldtefs to do what they could to 
help them. But it was of no use 5 they were 
all burnt to death, except a young maa, 
wlK)se name was Longus ; he escaped from 
the flames, and th^ Jews offeted him his life 
if he would come dowti : but his broihe^r 
Cornelius entreated him not to do so, for tbe 
honour of the Romans, or for his own glory; 
so Longus drew his sword^ and put an emd 
to his own life. The cloister was burnt down 
as far as John'6 tower, and die next day 
the Romans set fire to the northern cloiscer, 
and consumed it^ 

All this while, the numbers who perished 
for want of food were frightfbl. Wherever 
food was to be found, relations, friends and 
neighbours begaii to fight fer it* Some fed 
upon sho^s, and others were forced to be con- 
tented with hay wbisps. The state they were 
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rtduc^ to was most dreadful, and tbeir very 
«Mmks compassionated tbeir anfferiiigs. 

.^^ That will do, this eveniag^ my dear 
miece," said Aunt Jaae» ^^ I fear we are liow 
getting very near to the time when Jeru^a* 
ten is destroyed^ and I would wiUiogly post^ 
pone reading the melancholy story tiU to^ 
morrow morning. Besides, I forgot to men- 
tion tb4t I expect visitors this evening, and I 
must §o and prepare my syllabub under the 

QOW. 

Anne was puazled at the meaning of all 
this ; but presently her curiosity was gratified, 
Idt a sociable^ iidl of her cousins imd play^ 
feUows, the young Wilmots, oame up to the 
door* Out jumped Jos and B. and all the 
<Hhers, and it was not long before they had 
let out to the happy girls, that they had been 
invited to a game of romps that evening. 
And to romps they set to, as soon as ever tea 
was over. Acting proverbs was an old and 
a favourite sport «nong diem; and Aunt 
Mary introduced that evening a game of her 
^wn invention, and which afterwards became 
a very fashionable one with numbers of young 
people. 
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The whole party diyided themselves into 
two sets ; the two good-natured Aunts each 
tieailed b party : and Aunt Mary .proposed that 
one party should go. out of the room aud fix 
upon some fact out of history^ and each persof^ 
take his part, and then that they, should come 
m and act it in the parlour, while the otha: 
party should try to guess what fact it was* 

Aunt Mary proposed lo her party that they 
should act the escape, of Josephus from Ta- 
richaea. She herself performed the part of 
Joiiephus, Fanny was. the wicked John, and 
Xhe rest were the angry multitude ; some of 
whom, who waited upon Josephus in his own 
JKHise, got a good beating. They performed 
this very well indeed,. and excited peals of 
laughter from the other party, while Aunt 
Jane and Anne looked at each other knowr 
jngly, as much as to say, ^^ we have found 
you out, good people ; we have not quite so 
soon forgotten poor Josephus's adventurefii, 
though they were at the beginning of the 
book !" 

Aunt Jane and her party then went out, 
havmg beforehand settled to act the death of 
Caesar. 
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Aunt Jane wished to bring the young peo« 
pk forward, and therefore she insisted her- 
self upon being only the statue of Pompey 
the Great, before which Caesar was standing 
when be was stabbed^ and upon MMeb be 
fell. Anne was Caesar's wife, and the boys 
ditided the other characters, and acted it witfc 
great spirit, and shewed that they knew what 
kind of people the Romans were. 

This party was very much applauded too ; 
but the &ct they acted was so fEuuiliar that 
it was guessed immediately. 

They continued playing at this game for 
some time, and when they had done, all 
agreed to thank Aunt Mary for teaching it to 
them ; and they fixed upon it the name ^ 
^^ Hbtorical Facts,'' which was ever after a 
very favourite game with them. 

In the cool of the evening they adjourned 
to the meadow below the garden, aud had a 
set-to of thorough romps, with ^* bum-ball," 
" hide-and-seek,'' and ** fox ;'* till the whole 
field, usually so quiet, resounded witU their 
shouts and peals of laughter. 

John, one of the younger brothers, was a 
capital player at fox, but he was often re- 
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proached for the unmerciful hard knots he 
made in his handkerchief; and it was no 
small delight to his asters when they were able 
to catch him, and make him fox in return. 

And now they were all to be collected at 
the seat under the tree, while the cows were 
being milked, and a syllabub' prepared : and 
then, after a few preUy quiet nonnds of dumb 
crambo^ cross questions, and robbing the 
hen-roost. Cousin Wilmots. took their leave, 
and the others went to bed. 
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" Wbjll, Aunt Jane/' said Anne, as she 
took her usual station next morning on the 
stool with her map before her, and her book 
open^ I suppose we shall see the last of poor 
Jerusalem to-day ? I shall mourn, indeed, as 
much as if 1 were a Jew myself!" 

** You seem to me a little prate-apace, 
Anne," said Aunt Maiy, ** talking on at such 
a fine rate. Suppose you let us hear the 
book : it may be better worth attending to."" 

Anne looked up in Aunt Mary's face to sec 
if she were quite serious ; but finding a half- 
kind of smile on her countenance, she made 
no answer, but went on reading. 

Six long days, the strongest and largest 
engines battered the wall without making 
the least impression ; and Titus gave orders 
that the huge battering rams should be 
brought and placed against the westei'n edi- 
fice of the temple. The building, however. 
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was so strong that tbey could not injure it. 
Some other Romans attempted to undermine 
it, and they were able to remove some stones 
from the foundation ; but still the gate was 
supported by the inner stones, and stood un- 
hurt. 

The soldiers, despairing of eveiy attempt 
by engines or crows, at last brought their 
ladders, to climb up to the clobters. The 
Jews were too sly to interrupt them in this, 
but when they got up to the top, fell upon 
them, and thrust them down backwu'ds, or 
fought with them : some tbey beat, and they 
threw whole ladders full of them down ugain, 
and some of the bolder Jews followed the 
Romans down, and took possession of their 
engines. 

When Titus saw this dreadful slaughter of 
his men, he thpught it was too late for him 
to think of saving the temple, and he gave 
immediate orders that the gates should be set 
on fire. 

The silver which th^ gates were covered 
with, carried the flames quickly to the wood 
within, from whence they spread rapidly, and 
caught hold of the cloisters* . 
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The Jews, beholding this fiCje suddenly sur- 
rounding them> were lost in astonishment, 
and could not resolve upon what to do. 
Their spirits sunk, and they neither thought 
of defending themselves or of putting out 
the fire, but stood looking on in silent de- 
spair. The fire continued for two days, and 
consumed the greater part of the cloisters 
which surrounded the holy house, or inner 
part of the temple. 

On the third day, Titus held a meeting of 
the generals of his lurmy, with whom he con- 
sulted as to the necessity of setting fire to 
the holy house. Titus gave as his own 
opinion, that they ought to destroy the Jews, 
and not their buildings ; and he advised by 
all means that they should save so fine a work 
as the temple, which would be an ornament 
to the I^oman empire. Several of the com- 
manders were of the same opinion ; so Titus 
sent some chosen troops to make their way 
through the, ruins, of the cloisters, and put 
out the fire. 

The Jews now took courage, and boldly 
attacked the soldiers who were guarding the 



dbyGoogk 



194 WAES OP THE JEWS. 

outer court of the temple. Caesar, seeing 
from the tower of Antonia that these guards 
were not strong enough to defend themselves, 
sent a troop of chosen horsemen, with whom 
the Jews continued to fight valiantly, till 
they were overpowered by numbers, and re- 
treated into the inner court of the temple, in 
which they shut themselves up. 

The nextday was a sad one to the inha- 
bitants of Jerusalem, and, indeed, to all 
Jews. Titus wished to spare the temple ; he 
admired the grandeur of the building, and 
felt a respect for it. But fate had willed it 
otherwise ; the feU of Jerusalem and her 
beautiful temple had been prophecied, ages 
before, and now was the time for fulfilling 
the prophecy. 

*' I remember, in the New Testament, 
Aunt," said Fanny, " that when his disciples 
were shewing our Saviour the buildings of 
the temple, he told them, that there * should 
not be left one stone upon another that 
should not be thrown down/ " 

" Yes," said Aunt Mary, '^ and it had 
been foretold too by Moses." 
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^* And if Titus had saved the temple, Aunt, 
there would have been one stone left upon 
another,'* said Anne. 

" Very true, Anne,*' said Aunt Jane 5 *^ and 
now go on, my dear." 

The Jews, who had shut themselves into 
the inner temple, came out now and then, 
atid attacked the soldiers who had been sent 
to quench thci fire. The Romans, however, 
I«it these Jew^ to flight, and even followed 
them into the holy house. Here one of the 
soldiers, without waiting for any orders, or 
without thinking of what he was about to do^ 
snatched up some of the materials that were 
on fire, and being lifted up by another sol- 
dier, set fire to a golden window, through 
which there was a passage to the rooms that 
were round about the holy house. 

As the flames ascended, the Jews raised a 
great lamentation, and ran to prevent it. 
They no longer thought of saving their own 
lives ; in this dreadful afiliction they suffered 
nothing to restrain their force, since the 
holy hcmse, for whose sake they had already 
done and sufTei^d so much, was burning, 
s 2 
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" In fact, Anne/' said Aunt Jane, ** you 
perceive that this was done, not in obedience 
to the orders of Titus, but expressly agmnst 
them/' 

^* I should think Caesar would be gteatly 
vexed. Aunt ; if I were he, I would have the 
disobedient soldier well punished/' 

Some one came running to Titus to teli 
him of the fire ; 'he was restmg himself kt his 
tent, after the fatigue of the test battle, fie 
rose, however, in great has^, and ran to Ae 
spot, in order to have the fire put out: he 
was followed by his commanders, aiidall the 
army, in great astonishment, and a greftt 
clamour was raised, as might be expected. 

Titus did all he could to stop the fire. He 
called to the soldiers with a loud voic^ and 
held up his right hand by way of signal : but 
they would not, or did not aee. or hear. 
They crowded into the temple, many of tbem 
trampled on by others; while many M\ 
among the ruins of the cloisters, which were 
still hot and smoking, and were destroyed in 
the same miserable way as those whom they 
had jconquered. When they came near to 



dbyGoogk 



WARS OF THB JBW9. 197 

Ifaeboly house, they even pretended not to 
bear the orders of Titus, but encouraged 
those who went before them to set it on fire. 

The Jews were every where beaten ; their 
terror and agitation preventing them from 
making any resistance. 

Titus, finding his voice not attended to, 
and the flames proceeding with great fury, 
went himself, and with his commanders 
entered the holy house. Their astonishment 
and admiration at the beauty and splendour 
of the building, was very great. As yet, the 
inner part of the house was not consumed, 
and Titus was in hopes it might be saved. 

He tried to persuade the soldiers to stop 
the firing, and he gave orders to the Cen- 
turion Liberatius to beat the soldiers who 
would not do so ; but their respect and dread 
of Titus was not so great as their hatred of 
the Jews. The^hope of plunder, too, led them 
on, for seeing the. doors and walls glittering 
with gold, they- fancied the place must be 
filled with it. 

Titus was prevented from any fiirther exer 
tion to save the temple, for as he was coming 
out again to speak to the people, one of 
s 3 
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them threw some fire iq[)on the teiges of ike 
gate iB the dark. The flame spread difeotfjT 
and burst oat from within the holy house 
itself, whu^ was sooti burnt to t^ gnimid- 
l/ittid and hts cooaonanders slowly retiml, 
grieving, as well they might, that so aneie&t, 
so curious, and so grand a Imildtag,^ should 
be destroyed. 

'* That surely could not be the rery lem* 
pie wMch King Solomon buttt,AmKtr' said 
Fanny. 

^^ No, my dear," answered Aunt Jane^ 
'^ the temple tlu^ Solomon built was de« 
stroyed by the Babyloniaas,. and rtbnilt by 
Hi^gai, in the second year oi the reign of 
Cyrus.*' 

^^ Altogether, how many years had there 
been a temple in Jerusakm, do you think. 
Aunt V said Anne. 

" 1 think more than one thousand years,'' 
my dear ; ^ and this very temple 1^ been 
built more than siie hundred years." 

Anne took up her book again. 

While die holy bevse was burning, a sad 
scene of horror was going on througbuut 
Jerusalem. The hill on which the temple 
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was built was higfa^ and as it ooeupied a greal 
deal of groond^ it seemed as if tbe whole city 
were on fire. Tbe Roman legions set up a 
terrible shout, and slaughter and plunder 
seeaottd to be the only doings they thought of. 
Old men, children, priests and women were 
all put to death, without distinction. Those 
who were already nearly speechless with 
fiimine, when they saw the holy house on 
fire, spent tbeh? last breath in groans. The 
surrounding' mountains echoed with the la- 
mentations of the poor Jews. 
. The. Romans judged it now useless to spare 
any part of the temple ; they set fire to the 
cloisters wh^h pemained, and to the treasury 
which contained the riches of the Jewish 
nation : money, garments, and precious goods 
being all deposited in it. The outer part of 
the temple, loo, in whkh a great number of 
women, ohiklren, and men bad tidcen refiige, 
was fired before Titus had decided what 
should be done with them, and liie poor 
wretches were either burnt in the cloisters, 
or threw thcinselves headlong down the pre- 
cipice. 
This was oeeasioaed by a false prophet. 
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who had made a public proclamation in ibe 
city that very day, that '^ God commanded 
them to get into the teaiple^ where, they 
should be delivered in a miraculous manner*'^ 

The miserable people were easily deluded 
to their ruin by these false ones, who seemed 
to spring up in order to increase their evils* 
At the same time they nf^glected signs, which 
many declared had i^ipeared to foretel them 
their fitte. A gretU; light was said to have 
been seen to shine about the altar, in the 
night time. The eastern gate of the inner 
temple, which was of brass^ and very heavy, 
and which twenty men could scarcely shut, 
had opened of its own ac<K>rd. At sunset, 
chariots and troops of men in armour had 
been seen running about among the cloucte, 
and surrounding the city. 

These things appear strange and unlikely : 
but they were related by those who had ac- 
tually seen them, and were interpreted at the 
time, as signs of the approaching, destruction 
of Jerusalem. 

And then singular things h^>p^ied. There 
was a poor husbandman, who came to the 
feast of the tabernacles f<mr years before the 
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war began; while the eity was in a yei7 
peaceful state^ . and began on a sudden to cry 
aloud, '^ A voice fit&m the JSkiH, a voice from 
the Wmty a noice agams( Jerusalem and the 
kofy house^ amduvoiceagmmt the whole peo- 
ple." He was laken up and punished : but 
be weat on crying out, till Uie rulers 
brought him to the: Roman governor, who 
ordered Mm to be severely whipped. 

At every stroke of the whip, he cried out 
in the most laausntable tone, '^ Woe, woe to 
Jerusakm 1^' and these wcnrds'were all he was 
known to utter for deven ]^ars, till the city 
was besieged by dne Bxwiaas* 
. During the s»ege, as .he was going round 
ftewiiMs, faejcried. im^ ^^Woe, woe to the 
city agaia^ ai^ ta the people^ and to the holy 
bouse," and then he added, " Woe, woe to 
myself also,'' when th^e e^me a stone out of 
one of the engines, and struck him, and 
killed him on the spot. 

The Romans now ccdleoted their ensigns, 
and placed them at the eastern gate of the 
temple, where tibey worshipped according to 
their own religion, and hailed the Conqueror 
Titus. The sokiiers got all the spoil they 
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could^ but tbe priests «lill kept on the top of 
the wall. 

A curious story i^las toM of a boy among' 
them, who was very thirsty, and be desired 
the Roman guards to give him their right 
hand, that he might come ^>wn and drink. 
The guards wer^ sorry for him, and gave 
him their right hands ; so he came dowfi 
and drank some watery and then ran off to 
his own friends. They reproached him for 
his treachery: but he cunningly answered, 
that tbey had givea him seciurity to come 
down and drink, and be had done so. Five 
days afterwards, the poor priests came down, 
pining with famine, and begged parddn. 
But Titus answered, that it was n6w too late 
to think pf pardon ; the time was past, and 
that it was just they should perish with die 
house they belonged to ; so he ordered them 
to be put todeatti* 

He was rather more merciful, however, to 
the tyrants Simon and Jdm, who sent to 
desire to treat with him by word of mouth. 
He stationed himself and his generak on the 
western side of the puter court of the temple, 
while 3impn apd John and tibeir fri^icfe were 
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on the opposite side of a bridge which was 
between them. The Jews stood in trembling 
anxiety to know how Titus would receive 
their petition, while the Romans were almost 
as curious to know the result : when Titus 
addressed to them the fbllowing speech : 

" I should hope. Sirs, that you are now 
satisfied with the miseries you have brought 
upon-the nation of the Jews, by your madness 
and folly. What have you now to depend 
upon ? Your people are dead 5 your holy 
house gone, your city in my power, and your 
own lives in my hands. However, I will not 
imitate your madness. I will spare your 
lives^ if you will lay down your arms, and 
give yourselves up as my prisoners. I will 
act like a mild master of a family, and 
punbh those who deserve it, and treat the 
rest like friends.'* 

To this speech the tyrants replied, that they 
could not accept of this offer, because they 
had sworn never to do so 5 but they said, if 
they might have liberty to pass through the 
wall that had been about them, with their 
wives and children, that they would go into 
theilesert, and leave the city entirely to Titus. 
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Titu% however, was aagry that they should 
speak to him as if they were the CGfnquerorfi^ 
and he would not oxisent to what they asl«^ 
but ordered his soldiers to burn imd plunder 
the city. So the neact day a great maay of 
the public buildings and the palace of Queen 
Helena^ were burnt, besides bouses and lands. 
Simon and John and their party rushed ima 
the royal, palace, and for some time fought 
the Romans: who, however, had now gcA 
possession of all the lower city ; they did not 
get much plunder, for the Jews bad carried 
all their treasure into th^ upper eity« To 
the taking of this Titus now turned bis at- 
tention« It was built on so steep a hill, that 
it was necessary that, banks should be raif^ 
from which the Romans could attack it, and 
with difficulty they at last obtained the wood 
to build them with. In about a fortnigbt the 
Romans were able to bring their engines to 
the wall ; and the Jews, despairing of defend-: 
ing themselves, fled, some to the citadel^ and 
some to the caves and subterranean vaults., 
. Some few remained to attack the Komanii 
who brought the machines ; Imt they were do* 
jected and weak, and were easily overcome* 
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When the wall was beaten dowti^ they ap- 
plied the huge baltfertng rams to <iie tawers f 
antf then, inde^, the* Jews were terrified! 
Even the proud tyrants thetti&elves were now 
humbled, and they tried t^' ^seape : but Roman 
soldiers with their sw6rd§ dfaWn me« thew 
in every direction. These poor wretch»w»0 
now, indeed, olijeets of eomtmssien ; they 
fell upon their fac^^, lamenting their blind 
madness, and were too muiih io^eteotaerum 
attempt again to escape; ^^ . t 

The Romans, having- now become mas*- 
ters of the walls, plaiced thdir etisigns updii; 
the towers, shouting for joyy thoiigh they 
could scarcely believe theJF had g^ned w 
easy a victory. The stttae^ tii^oughott« ll^ 
city surprised them : bnt w)ietoll^y enievedl 
the lanes and houseir, and fo«itid whole fluMi^' 
lies who had beeii killM l^ tber fa^iifaie, their 
surprise wa» turned! t4> horror, n^nd Aey came 
ottt again Without ttifuchiiig any thing* 

When Tittt^ UMself eUtei^ tIDs eHy, he 
was struck wfth Iidnilrali6n «l^ tbe^fine build*-i 
ings, and particularly with the tc^eiv, which 
the Jews had so madly deserted. He felt 
eottvlneed AM if they had exstted dieiv usual 
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(tren^th, be never .^bould.bitve been able to 
^ake these strong pUces; wad confessed to bis 
friend3 tba( be.tbougfat a superior power ^d 
assisted bim in oonqueriiig sucb a city. 
«:,Titas felt. rather, at a loss, to know wbat to 
do with the Jews who still remained, and at 
hist ordered a friend named Fronto, with one 
of his freed men;, to decide upon each. They 
•elected the young and healthy men. to^be an 
Mnamcnt fot the triumph whict) was to grace 
the victorious return pfTitus to Rome} while 
aU olh^s abftvev^evpnteen years old were put 
into bonds, and sent, to ^the mipes of Egypt 

The. numbei* of their prisoners amounted 
to Qi^tyT^aren thonsand> wbile^ those who 
kad been killed^ during the siege \yere eleven 
btiUKbed thousand. These were not all the 
M^md iiibabitants ^f Jerusaleiif 3 but it hap- 
pened tfa^the siege h^gaifi fjt the tim^ of the 
fesitf of uail^av^ened . bread, when Jews from 
every fl9n^) and city resort to Jerusaleo}. 
Tbi^i«lqrac(K>Ulii|3rjtbefiMKt^ie, which f;aged 
so,:dr^adAilly,:aBd:did so much to assist the 

Roman.anos. 

.Thelonly: people^who no^ remained to, be 
coD<|iiel:^' .were those who had concealed 
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themselves' in the caVei*iM, to the number of 
'two' thousand; Many^ died, of fitmine ; and 
John, who ha<i escaped there, was now so 
reduced by hunger, that he was begging 
about' for food ; • and at last came to beg the 
Romans would give him their right tiaiids for 
security. He w6is; however, sentenced to 
perpetual imprisonment ; and Simon, his fel- 
low tyrant, was reserved for a fete still more 
humiliating. The manner in which he was 
taken, was as extraordinary as his life. When 
he found that the city was taken, he took 
some faithful friends with him, among whom 
were some stone-cutters, and a number of 
iron tools, and a store of provisions, and let 
liimself down into a cavern that was not visi- 
"ble above ground. When they got to the 
bottom, they continued digging with tools, 
and were in hopes that in time they should 
be able to make themselves a way out. But 
they got on but slowly, and were in great 
want of provisions ; and Simon, thinking' he 
should be able to astonish and delude the 
Romans, dressed himself up in a white frock, 
over which he buttoned a purple cloak, and 
T 2 
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appeAi^d. otil of the ground in tlve place 
where tl^e tewple bad stood, At firft tb^ 
^Romaos were, a^toni^hed • apd tl^en tbey c^m^ 
a little, nearer, andfisked hin^ who he was. 
He would iiot,ai)siv:e? them, but made them 
cAlL their captain, Tere^tius Rufus, who was 
wot long -before be di?coyeir<^ who.be wa^ 
4QxLHfba(t be was aboutw Rufps lost notime 
in baying bim taken,, and shut up in prison^ 
and sent word to Tiim to teU bim that te had 
lah^n $iinon. Titus ordered that Simon 
should follow him> and be kept a prisoner to 
i^pear 'm bi^ triumph at Rome. It is sad to 
relate, tbat this trick of Simon cost his 
fCQmpanions their lives, for they were quickly 
difpoyered down the opening whicb Simon 
iiad made. Thus ended the famous siege of 
Jerusalem by the Romans, in the second 
year of the reign of Vei^asian. It wa? two 
thousand years old : but neither its antiquity, 
nor its riches, nor the veneration paid to it 
for the sake of religion, was able to save it 
from, destruction. 

'' I think, Fanny/' said Aunt Jane, '' that 
1 heard you repeftt some lines out of the 
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'^' Fail 'of Jerusalem^" in which' Javan, the 
Christian soldier, is lamenting its destruc- 
tion, ban you remember them, my dear V* 

^ I think I can. Aunt : t will try, at least/' 
said Fanny. • '' ' • 

" Oh ! fidr and fevour'd city, where of old 
The balmy ainr wece rich with mdody, 
Thgt led her pomp beneath the cloudless sky 

In vestments flaming with the orient gold ; 

Her gold is dim, and mute her music's voice. 

The Heathen o'er her perish'd pomp rejoice. 

How stately then [was every palm-deek'd street^ 
Down which the maidens danc'd with tmkling feet ! 

' How proud the elders in the lofky gate ! . 
How crowded all her nation's solemn feasts ! 
With white-rob'd Levites and high-mitred Priests; 

' Itow gorgeous all her Ttoiple's sacred state ! 

, Her street ire ras'd, her maidens sold f<>r slaves^ 
Her gates thrown down, h^ elders in their graves ; 
Her feasts are holden 'mid the Gentile's scorn ; 
By stealth her Priesthood's holy garments worn ; 
And where her Temple crown'd the glittering rock. 
The wandering shepherd folds his evening^ ftoak,*^ 

Having completed tbid wtt*, Titus thought 
it ri|;lit to thank and to . praise hit Wave 
t3 
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soldien^ H^ tlierefore» bad a gnm^ tri<* 
bunal made, round whkb .be smnmoaed »il 
his army; he stood in the midst^ eievnted 
above the rest, and reiiirned tbem tbamiit in 
a very handsome manner, after wbieb he 
ordered a Ust to be read of those who had 
particularly distinguished themselves by any 
exploits. These be removed tO' higher ranks^ 
placing with his own hand a crown c^gokl 
upon their heads, and golden ornaments 
about their necks. He likewise gavq ih^a 
spears of gold, and ensigns made of silver, 
and divided among them the spoils taken 
from the enemy. 

He then came down amid general accla- 
mations^ an^ offered thanks to his own gods 
for the victory he had gained ; and after re* 
maining and feaating with the commanders 
a few days, he left a legion of his army %o 
guard Jerusalem, and marched with the r^ 
to Cs&sarea, to wait till spring should allatv 
of Us return to Rome* 

Vespasian, Emperor of Rome, andlatber of 
Titus, was not a little .pleased a^i^thia oon^i^ 
^ his jpu ; wd be^ a^ w^l m all the \mififi.ai 
tbjE^ di!ffeirwt,st%^» seiifr letters of eoi^adi* 
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keep big triiiiii{>h in Rome; as- soon as be 
possibiy GOuld* 

' U0weyex^ as the wbi);(^r season still pre- 
vl^nC^ Titus (torn going to Rome, be de<* 
termined U> p»ss the time in travelling 
tbrongb Judea : tbe whol^ ^of whjioh, .aftep the 
inquest of Jer osalem^ submitted to bis power* 
As be went along be met with a very re* 
lnarkKble, river. Its current is very strong^ 
mA it bas plenty of water^ but it flows only 
«very levemh day, ftOd is cjuite dry for tbf 
iix following days : on wbiob aceounjb it was 
caU^d,jftmong t)»e Jews> tbe SaUkiUc Rhfer. 
*• How curious Y' said Aiftie. *^J)o yo^ 
ilbiuk^ Auixti tb^re is such a rivennow in tbai 
country^ ?** 

' ^* No, iniyd^ar; it bas now entirely va- 
'sfebed. But it bas been mentioned by other 
«ttlbors, as well as Josepbus/^ said Aunl 

^ Jane. 

As Titus approaiched;die^ity ^Intio^ in 

^^^Syrift? be wftstmei by 1^ multiiu^ of men, wo- 
yaw^ «ad <^Hdpen ; who saluted him^and 
lumed \mtk tomter tb« oify with bim* AU 
llj^mit^^^y kept eotf e^iif. Titas tb-caat 
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out the Jewis from their city 5 but he replied,* 
*' how can thi* be done, since they have now 
no country of their own to return to ?*' 

This was an instance of the mercy of Titus ; 
and he shewed great feeling likewise, when; 
in the course of his journey^ he passed by 
the ruins pf Jerusalem, by lamenting over it, 
and regretting that he was the means of 
bringing destruction on so noble a city. 

In the spring Titus returned to Rome, 
carrying with him those Jews whom he had 
resei'ved to grace his triumph. While he was 
at somie distane^ from Kome, his father and 
brother, Vespasian and Domitian, met him; 
tod Vespasian determined' that his trium|)b 
and that of his sons should take place on th^ 
same day. On the day appointed^ ' not one 
person of the wh6le city was left in it, but all 
crowds but to behold the seetie. The mul- 
titude hailed ;the father and the sons, Who 
had met after so victorious a career. 

Vespasian and his «ons were clad in silken 
garments, 1 and crbwneii .with laurel/ Aftei^ 
the people had saluted them for some time; 
Vespasian commanded 'i^ilence while be put 
up solemn prayers, covering* the wMIe bb 
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bead wUb his dpak. Titus did the same a$ 
his father : ^nd after a short speech to them^ 
Vespasian seat them away, to a dinner pre* 
pared for them by the J^mperors. They then 
retired to the *^ Gate of Pomp,' through 
which all public processions pass^ and after 
taking some food, apd baving their triumpluU 
garments put on, they marched on, in triumph 
through alt the theatres and public buildT 
ings. 

It would be in vaiu to attempt to describe 
all the magnificence of the spectacles, but we 
refer our young readers to their own History 
of Rome, and conclude by telling them, that 
after the triumphs were concluded, Vespasian 
built, a Temple of Peace, which* he adorned 
with pictures and statues, and in which he 
deposited, as trophies of his glory, all the 
golden vessels and .instruments that were 
taken out of the Jewil^h temples. 

*' Well," said Anne, as she laid down her 
book, " lam sorry it is over; but will you 
tell me. Aunt, whal became of Josephus ? I 
wonder if he still remained living with the 
Romans?" 

Auirr Janb. Josephus, you remember, was 
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ftl the sieger of Jeriisateiiii in tlie Hbniab army;^ 
mfter the taking of the city, he shewed liis ai^ 
feetion to his fHends by procuring their par- 
den 'from-Tittis^ who rel^pected Mai. He got 
one hundred and ninety friends rele^ed, be- 
sides liis own family ; and one day, as he was 
passing through a village, he saw a number 
of persons being crucified^ three-of whom he 
remembered having seen; and he ran, and 
with tears entreated Titus to spare them ; 
so Titus had them taken down^and great 
care bestowed upon them, to restore them : 
but two 6f the three died, and the other reco- 
vered. He accompanied Titus to Rome, 
and was taken good care of by Vespasian, 
who gav6 him an apartment in his own house; 
and after the death of the emperor, TiUis 
still continued his friend, and supplied him 
with an annual pension. I ought not to for- 
get either to tell you, that Josephus was the 
means of saving the holy writings out of the 
temple. 

The two girls thanked their Aunts affecti- 
onately for the pleasure they had given them 
that week : but^they had not long to gossip. 
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for the gig and ponies came which were to 
convey them home, where they were ac- 
companied by th^ Aunts, to spend their 
brothers' holidajrs^ in as merry a way as they 
could. 



FINISw 



LONDON: 
PRINTBD BT COX AKD BATUS, GRIAT QVnor STftXET, 

umcolnVinn FIBLI>S. 



dbyGoogk 



/■h 



by Google 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



dbyGoogk 



dbyGpOgk 



Cfcn 



H 



7 





dbyGoogk 



